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O F 

. FREE-THINKING, 

Occafion'd by 

The Rile aQdGi;0wtI^f a Sed 

. call'd Free|Xhinjcers. 

Miindiim tradiditdifputat^nl^ei9&n^ 3 • 1 1 .Vuig. 
UhuiqiurquefiiofenTuabundet. Rom. 14. lb. 

K3 tarn temerarlum , tamque indignum fapientis 
gravitate atque conftantia , quam, quod noa fatis 
cxplorat^percepmmfit&cognitum fine ulla dubi- 
tatione defenders. Cic, de Nat. Dear. L i • 

Wh0 JhaU be judg of what may be freely examined and 
what not\ n;/7^re liberty maj be us'dy and where 
it may not \ what remedy Jhallv^ prefcribetothit 
m general ? Can there be a better than fr&m thai 

• liberty it felf vjhich is cmplain^d of f 

CbaraCkriJHcks 9 vol.i.p.io. 
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SIR, 




[Pclogies for felfievident truths canne* 
ver have any efFeft on thoft who 
have fo little fenfe as to deny them. 
They are the foundation of all rca- 
4bmng^ and the only juft bottom on 
which men can proceed in conyincmg one another 
of the truth t ami' by confequence whoever is 
capable of denying them 3 is not in a condition 
to be inform'd. Mere ignorant men , or men 
deftitute of thofc principles of knowledg ^ may per- 
haps be capable of information # their ignorance 
does not exclude them from aflenting to a felf- 
evident truth when they firft hear it , nor from 
admitting any confequences deducible from ir. 

Sue mfiu who deny what is f^-cvideiit^ are not 



1 ^DISCOURSE * 

Dniy dcftitufee of the principles of kmrvUdg , h\A 
muft in virtue of fuch their dental Iwcprhuiples 
inconfiftent with the principles of k,wwledg , and 
confiftcnt with the greatejl abfurdities. And under 
that diilefn^r*d i^^M min4>iit temains only 
for thenfi'to^tflhe up withlbmediibrdef*d fancies 
of their own; or, which is much more common^ 
with the didates of artificial defigning mm , or 
crack 'brain'* d enthufiafts : for as none elfe pre- 
fun^eto ho^gmiesy otto h^ve any authority inm 
others .in^uxMttttrs .of ^mlatioh , So diey who 
think they ought to be guided in tho(e matters 
veiy naturally .hAy.e.recouife to fuch for their ^«/- 
des. And it they ever depart from the fenti- 
ments they liave once imbib'd 3 and from being 
obftinate m one fet ot opinions become obfti^ 
nate in another 5 their change muft ftill be founded 
on the fame motives, and their opinions be as 
abfurd as at firft. For as trut/jf will never feive 
the purpofes of knaves , fo it will never fuit the 
underftandings of fools ; and the latter will weir 
be as welt pleas'd in being deceived > as the J^r- 
mer in deceiving. It is therefore without the leaft 
hopes of doing any good , but purely to comply 
with your requefi ^ that I fend you this Apology 
for free^thiiBkmg^^ which, as it is one pf choM 
ikbfeifts too evt^mt to be xnadt plainer ^ m4 
which ought to \>t admitted on the firft propcM 
fal , fo all that can be faid in its behalf muft be 
built Oil tc^iiks lefs evident «baii ithe thingicfelf. 
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S E C T. I. 

That I may proceed orderly « I will h^n witb 
defijungcfae fermm 

. By fee-thinking thmlmtsmi J Theufeofthe un- 
deitfiamding , in entUavouring to find out the meaning 
tfuii^ propojkim tuluitf^evBr y in conjidering the 
nature of the evidence fir er agmnfi it y and mi 
judging of it according to the feeming force or 
weakneJS of the evidence. This definition cannot, 
Icwiceive^ bee}icepted againil by the enemies oi 
fhe^hinking , as not including the erime with 
which they dasexgt fiee^thinkers j in CMftler to ran* 
der them ocUous to unthinking people ( for if there 
is any crime in fiee-thinking, that cri?ne muft bt 
contained .in a defimtien which lays no manner of 
«eftmint upon thinking ) and they muft allow , 
that if I vindicate-inaa's right to think fieely ia 
' the*fidl wtetft of my defimthn-y I not only ^^0/^ 
gize for my felf, whoprofefsto/Am^j?^^/)' every 
day de quolihet ente , but for all the yee^thinkers 
"who weriwere^ or-flvor fiiaii be. 

To pro?e this rigftt to think fieely, I argue, 

ift. If the knowledg of fbrnefr^/^^berequiVd 
of us by God : if the knowledg of others be ufeful 
to fiKiety) if ihe knowlec^ ot no truth be for* 
Mddea vi$h9Gody or hurdhil tous^ thenwehave 
a right to know , or may lawfully know , any 
truth whatfoever. And if we have a right to know 
any truth what(bever>we have ari^^^ to think freely 
or C according to my defintdon ) to ufe our un^ 
derftamtinge, in^endwfmring to find out the ma- 

A z ning 
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ning of any propofition whatfofver , in confid$ring 
tht natur£ of the evidmcefir or againji it ^ md 

in judging of it according to the fteming forte or 

vjcahjcf,' of the evidence : becaufe there is uo other 
way to difcover the tmsh. 

idly. As in manual arts we do only \>\ free 
trial ^ comparifon j .and experience of every things 
come to know wl^t is beft and perfeft in ea& 

art ; fu ia the fciencei, , perfection is only to be 
atxain*d by Jrie'thiuking^ , 

Let painters be fo f$x confined in their art by 
the religion of their country , as tohaveitthought 
unlawful to paint any living creature , it is evident 
the art in that particular would be narrow'd and 
reftraind , and we (hould want many beautiful 
pie^es^ for which Pagan and Chrijiian Divinity 
furnifh the punter wim matter. And if any bold 
and fiee palmer (hould tranfgrcfs the ejlabli/h^d 
^aw of paifjiing, and venture upon paintinij; either 
a God orGoddefs, or any paflage of the life of 
oux bleffed Saviour I nothing is* more plain than 
that the firft draught would be as ^Inort of the 
. perfeAion of our beft jpiAures , as the painter 
Iiimfelf muft be fliort ot our beft painters in ex- 
perience. Nay 3 let jffr^ bealiow'd, pcr- 
fedion will never be readied in that art , uulels 
futable encouragements be given to fee paim^s 
for what is excellent in its kind , to tne end there 
may be numbers of men employed , who by 
emulation may ftrive to exceed one another in 
their performances. Thus die Italians , by the 
publick encouragement given , excel us Brit^ges 
m paintings, tho fiee fainting is albw'd in each 
country : and we in all Ukelihood^ for want of 
many hands being employ 'd and cncoura^M , 

. / lhaU 
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ftall continue for ever in oyr barbarous JlaPe , 
with refpe^ to tolerable degree of a jiift 
tafte ^ or abili^ to perform in that art* 

In like manner , let men be reftrain^d froni 
thinking on any fcience or any part of a fdence , 
they mull be ignorant fo far as the rejlraint goes. 
And if a few men take now and then a little li- 
berty , and break thro the eftablifh'd refiraint , 
their thoughts will never be fi> perfeft as if all 
men were allowed and encouraged to think of 
that matter : but their progrefs in thinking will 
be only proportionate to that degree of fiee^" 
thinking which prevails. Thus before the refto- 
tition of learning , when men weve fiibjeft to 

the impofitions of ^ri^i^ a prodigious ignorance 
prevail'd. And wneh they, began to thinks their 
nrft notions were rude and imperfect ^ and time 
and pains were neceflary tobrmgthemfeothatde- 

free of juftnefs they are at prefent arrived to. It wa» 
y gradual progref s in thinking ^ that men got fo - 
much knowledgin Aftronomy ^ as to know that 
the earth was of an orbicular figure y and that it 
moves about the fm. it was by that means^ 
that we arrived at z demonftration of the 
cxiftence of but one God ^ and at that ftrift and 
philofophical notion of him, as a being deftitute 
of all parts and pajffons. And thus it has been 
with refped to all our otlier difcoveriss. y 

Befides*, we are not only ib far ignorant in th^ 
fciencet , as we are under anv reftraint from thirt' 
king about them j but we muli be ignorant even in 
thofe Jciences^hectof we pretend tp tbink, if we 
reftife to thinkofany otheryb>ii^Wh;^(fo^ver, for 
there is a ^relation ^ harmony^ dependency, and 

A J con* 

♦ Ownus 4rta , ad hn^mit^m ytrtiim % Mmtqmod^ 



a /> D'bS CIO U £L S R 

connexion among all things ; and the knowlbd^ 
of one fciencc^ or art can never be thorowly bb^ 
tain'd without the knmriedg of other arts and 
fchnces : Nay, take any book that is a mafter- 
piece in its kmd, an4 you wiU find h ha^^a^rda- 
tion to them all , and that a very general and 
cxtenfivc knowledg was neceflary to its compo- 
iition. In the Uiad of Homer, there is not 
an art or fcience, cat branch of any art or fineme^ 
b«t there are fimie parts ip^hich have relation to 
it, and which the nature of the work required : 
and thofe parts are as accurately and juftly per* 
ibrtn'd^ as if each part had been done by oae 
who was particularly vers*d in the art or f^gmg 
refer*d to. "As for inflance, Hoitbb. cooldinr- 
ver have defcribM as he ought, nor in the man- 
ner he has done , a chariot or a chariot-wheel, 
wirhout the particular knowledg of acoachtnakeri 
and fuch knowledg was abfblutely neceflary to 
4iis purpoie : for ifne had talk'd of thofe chinas 
without that accurate knowledge he hadcerfairdy 
fallen into thofe m'ilakes which men ever do, 
when they venture to talk of what they do not 
tiuderftand i and if he had omitted fuch defcrip- 
tions, his poem, which now to allMernity will 
pleafeand tnftrtiA noankindy had been tmperfbft. 
It is this univciTal knowledg of things difplay'd 
in the Iliad , which makes it efteem'd fb perfe^V 
a work> and is the foundation of that known 
commendation of H o M E R by the criticks , that 
4h0 frincipUs of aU arts and fi-iemes are ^ntain^d 
i» him. 

But to come to an inftance wherein we ar^ 
more con^^n'd ; The BibU contains a coHeftioa 

of 

fminimHr, CiceKpptoAf€liiAPQec9» 
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of traas giTen usfti ilivers dines by (WhittftUi 
and confcqucndy cv^ry thiiffi therein mentidhVi 
is handled With die utmoft degree of exaftncfs • 
for it is impoffible that God] when he condet 
cends to teach mankind by writin*^ or books ' - 
fliould write as ill, or Wori^ thah^ittortal riien ^ 
and aflr ag^unft the rutesnof 4rr in ifriting , aHd< 
ajrprefs error andfaliUuKklinftead of juftnefs and^ 
proportion. 

Now there is not perhaps in the'^Mrid^is^ 
eellmeous a boofe^ and wWdf eats of fuch va* 
fiety of things as the Ubh does. Thete is a na^ 
tural hiji9ry of the creation of the whahunherfe, 
and of an univerfal deluge of this earth and a 
civil and eccLefiafikal Ufiwf ofdi mmHnd^fiain 
the bepnmng of the vmid fot Obvi^ 2«oo. years , 
jnd ef afartiatUt Mtim nbeve 800. years. 
Hierafarer oontain'd in it the municipal laws of 4 
country , the inftitution of two Religions ( one 
whereof was to put an end to the other') iWeral 
natmd and mractdoui phitftmem* of inmire , 
4^criptiomuf mz^T^^ references to 

Jinshandry, Sailing, Phyfick , Pharmacy , Mathe^ 
maticks, and every thingelfe thzt c^nht named* 
And indeed the compafi of fuch a hiftory flieW$ 
that no art or Jdeme can be untouch Vi in »it; To 
muUrftand the matter therefore cif tWs foi*, re^- 
quires die tswSt thinking of all other books ; fince 
to be maftcr of the whole , a man mnft be able 
to think juftly in eyttjfcience zwiart. Who can 
underftand the ^rder ^nd perfemof^'^f the hiftori- 
col part, and the cmpletioncfthepropikeies^h<m 
out Ue fed Saviour, without being aconfummafee 
mafttrm aiideiiS'H/^o/ iy ^ and Chronology , and in 
the laws of each of thofe ^m j HoiHr ma ity years 
of die iifeiof the Sf^^Skchrotfe^r irttfeworia 

A 4 (the 



Digitized by Google 



8 



jl.D IS COURSE* 



( the prelcnt Bi/^o/» of Worcejler ) mufthave beeft 
fpent only in adjuftiag the fevehty we$ks 0/ V a* 
NiBL to the times ot the MfissiiiH^ whenhig 

Lordftiip'sworkon that fubieft has already been 
above ten years in the prcfs ? Who can frame an 
idea of the beauty and magnificence of S o l o*. 
MOn's •T«ff»//e, or of •that rmdel delineated in 
£z EKIEL^ without a pesfeA knowledg in 
thematicks^ anct in particular of the rules of Af^ 
chiteSure \ Who can have, a juft notion of the 
creation and deluge ^ without the knowledg of all 
m$uri \ How it pofllble for any man to enter 
into the meaning, ot the feveral paflages of icrip* 
tMre , which feemingly exhibit to us an idea ef 
God after a human manner ^ without themoft re- 
En'dMefaphyJicks , and the de_,epeft thinking and 
philofophixiuflL pn the nature and attributes of 
Oodi Nay 9 mt morality of the holy-fcrtpture i\ 
not to be predfely and diftinftly underftood 3 
without an antecedent knowledg inEthicks^ox in the 
law of nature. , Who can without a knowledg in 
that law wderftand wherein confiii the duties of 
living 9ttr enfmys^ of not faring for the morrow, 
pf not having two cpats^ aiid.aU oAist dutys ex- 
prefe'd in fb univerfal a manner f The paflages 
themfclves not exhibiting the necellary limitations 
^nd reftriftions which are imply *d, thofe reftric- 
tions and limitations are Qnly to be deduc'dfrom 
the law of namn^ J{ay > w^h the dtoys enjoin'd 
are as univerfal eprpreflions, ^ztumverfa-' 
lity is only to be known by confidering whether 
the law of feature iA thofe (afes takdinits of any 
Station or ao. 

Upon the whole therefore ^ thinl^ng upon all 
fmn^n fciences, being the only way of arriving at 
^erfcdioa in tjiem 9 nay , being the only method 



Digitized by Go 



•/ PREE-tHlNKlNG. 9 

to make a man underftand the (ublimeft of all 
fciences. Theology, or the will of God contained in 
the holy fcriftures , it muft beacleaft/4xi{^/^ ox 
^xtmCs righ$ , to tkink jrtekf. 

^dhy. If men either negleft to thinks or come 
once to be perfuaded they have no right to think 
jreely^ they can not only obtain no perfeflion ih 
the fciencis, but aii|ft> if they will have any opi* 
mons, run into the grofleft abfiirdities im^inable 
both in principle and praftice. Whatabmrdno^ 
tions of a Deity have ionnerly prevailed , not only 
among Pagans , but even among Chrljiians I 
who tno they did not with the Pagms &ippoi<i 
tbeir Giii to be Uke an ox, -or a cuf^ or zflant^ 
yet Ibme of the moft zndtni fathers If the cUmrch 
no lefs abfurdly fuppos'd him to be material'^ 
and many Chriftians in ail ages fuppos'd him to 
have the /hape of a man y till thinking about the 
natuie ofG^^ did eftabliib hin fpirituality among 
xn^ of ienfe in every country of ChriftiaMu - 

What abfurd notions in Religion , contrary to 
the moft obvious notions of fenfe and reafouj 

H>ver(pread the whoiei Chn/fim Church formahy 
ag^s > .Infallibility in a Angle perfbn or in a coun- 
cil 5 the power of the prieft to damn and (avc ^ 
riieworfhip of images ^ pidures. Saints, and re- 
licks , and a thbuftad other abfurdities as grofs 
$is ever prevailed in any Pagan nation^ wereopi* 
nions almoft uol^rlally receiv'd and believed by 

' Chriftians ^ and what is ftill nfore wonderfiil^ 
even while they receiv'd a book for divine reve- 
lation y point-blank contrary to them all ; till 
Rethinking of a few , fomc whereof facrific'd their 
lives by fo doing, gave a new turn to the Chrif^ 
timv>mM^ andoccafioii*d a prodigious change. 

Ay by 
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by dlabiUhing contrary notionr m fome 
€$mtrUs^ and by obliging thofe who pretended 
to tetain the old ones^ to vary a little out of pure 

{home in the explicacion of tiiek pbraTes and^ex* 
prefiions. 

Laftly^ what abfurdities preyail'd ia Morality , 
Jlftmw9tyj HMural BhiUfiphy ^ and every odier 

fclence ? Self- defence in any cafe whatfoever war 
by the primitive fathers held unlawful : fecond 
marriages w$rc ejieenid by them^ kind of adtd^ 
Ury : ttfitry was, fnppos'd f Im firind by th$ imu 
of God. To maintain there were Jbniipodes, was 
horofy : And GaliUns, even in the laft age was 
imprifon'd for a&rting the motion of the 
earth* In fliort , for a pidure of ancient abfur- 
didesy a man need but examine any one now<^ 
a^ys vrfio ha$ never tboufffO fieely of things , 
and he will ever find him unable to adtaiice one 
word of truth in any matter of fdence wliatfoe* 
Ver^ no not even in his notions of G^^and Reli- 
gion J tho he hears the moft perfeft difcourfcs 
evecy.week to fet him ripht^ and reads bis BitU 
at home. For men are mcapable of infbrmation 
cither from difcourfe or reading , unlefs they have 
accuftom'd themfelves to thinking and by that 
habk are qualiiy-d.to think of the fnhjeH where- 
on they hear or read ai&7^0i»r/r. To be inform'di 
confifts in being made to Mnk fuftly and truly 
of things : but how fliould men think jnflly , 
who do not think freel'i ^ How indeed can men 
think at all of any thin^^ of which they do not 
think fieely I For what is areftraint o{ free-think** 
ing on any fubfeft^ but ibmewhat which hinders 
me (torn thinki$^ on that fubjed 

But to give you the moft perfect image ! am able, 
how unavoidable abiiirditys are both in principle 

and 
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ijf FREE-THINKtNG. ii 

joid prtaiafr^ \$iiM&ng S^nStM^ I will pm 
the cafe of free-Jeeing , and fuppofe the fame 
methods made ufe of to ^^eytntfree-feeingYjhi^ 
^tt to.^CYtntfrtfthinking. Suppolcthcn, that 
ctrtain men have a &ncj m thetr heads^, diat k 
is abfolutelyneceffiuy^ either ta the peace of fiy^. 
dety , or fome ether great purpofe , that all men 
fhould have the fame belief with relation to cer- 
tain objeds of the eyes5 and in order to « obtain 
that end y that all under their power fl^ nH 
fubfoibe the fysaa^imfeffim of eyt- fight faitkk 
Now fuch a fency a^'tfait can Irardly come into 
any mens heads , but either of fuch as are 
fome way or other very remarkable *fbr that kind 
of inadnefs which common^ people will be* apt 
to miftake for dkfme^ HkHniiMhm, or eMe of 
cunning proj§eiing fithws who have adefign upon 
mens pockets. For I think men of real fenfe, 
and that have no intcrefted defigns , will either 
judg all miftake^ of thatnattire to be j^sVl oyer 
and fordvao ^ fince no man can. be willingly 
guilty of them} or if they fliould happen to think 
luch miftakes to be of very bad confequencc, and 
to be unpardonable, yet they will j^dg that the 
bed way to make men fe^frtdy, istomAiaahati 
fee finely 5 and that it nmt TU&HtM^ to let 
all men truft to their own efes ( who have the 
greateft tntereft in not deceiving themfelves ) 
than to oblige them to take up with zn eye-fight 
faith y upon tht authority of others wke^ haue 
nothingelfe atbeft bmt their oVmeyefight^tOi dirtS 
them, and l»he*»may as wM be. miftabenr^ m my 
body elfe , thro weaknefi of eyes 5 and befides may 
have a defign to deceive mankind, I fay therefore, 
that whoever is capable iadk^z ridictdom fro^ 
jeH muft be either a weak ox a defignbig nnenk 
And let him^ be whidi you pleafe » fae will of 

coiu'Ie 
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eeurfe make an atjurd ^enfejfhn of eye-Jtght faiths 
The for??ier ^ for want of a full and impartial 
examination , will take up with the firft falfe 
feofations of things } and the Utter will more 
certainly do fo^ to make himfelf the more AeceA 
fary inexplaining , defending^ farafhrafing, mte^ 
making , and commenting upon eyes and eye-fight 
faith. So that 1 will fuppofe among the various 
and coniradiftoi-y of confejfton ^ which men 
of different whims , or of different interefts and 
defigns 3 wiii make at different times ^ one to 
^cqimft d^tbefe following artktes. 

m 

» 

* That a hall can go thro a table : 
That two balls may be made out of one lit tie oner 
That a fione can bo made to vjmijh out of fight : 
That a knot can bo undone with wordf^ 

That a thred may be burnt to pieces , and made whole 

with the afJjes : 
That one face may heahundred , or athoufand : 
Axid USdf y That a counter may be turned into a 

groat. 

Thefe propofitions being drawn up in form , 
as the ftandard of eye-fight faith , it will be abfo- 
lutely neceflary either that men fliould be 9l:ilig*cl 
to fubfcribe to their trmh » or that none be al- 
lowed publickly to contradift them 5 or at leaft 
that feme encouragement be given to thofc wh5 
profefs to believe and teach them; forotherwife 
no end would be ferv'd by drawing them up ^ 
and men would be as much at liberty to ufe their 
^e$ as they were before • , 

Nor is it to be imagin'd, that the zeiilous ad- • 
vocates lor them will content themielves with tiie 

m^e 
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mere impofition of thofe ahfurditys. They will 
introduce fcveral other ;?6xx; 4iy«r^i/yj, by tnc va- 
rious reafonings , comments and furns which fo 
many abfurditys in e^e-fight will oblige them to 
make. The fevcral propofitxons wilt be faid by. 
them to be above , but net contrary to eye-fight. 
Inftances will given of ten thouland miftakcs 
in ufing our eyes* It will be. efteemil dangerous 
trufting to carnal eye-fight , and be faid that we 
ought to rely on the authority of thofe men who 
have penfions aad falarys on purpofe to pore on thofe 
things J nnd would not deferve what they receive, 
ihould men ufe their own eye-fight. And as for 
thofe few men who ihould dare to ufe theirowif 
eyes, no punifliments would betoobadferthem; 
and the leaft evil they could cxpeft, would be to 
be reiidcv'd odious to the multitude , under the 
reproachiul ideas of fcepticks , latuudinariam ^ 
fiee-feers , opiniators , men ty'd by no authority , 
and who reje£): aU opinions, how univer* 
fally foevcr received 5 to be rcprefentcd feme* 
times as madmen, at other times as fubtle cun- 
ning fellows who adled by confederacy, and had 
fecre( underhand penfions from the lord knows 
who, and who ^ereaifi(led by the DevU. 

All this may perhaps at firft view be lookM on 

as impoflible , and it may be thought that mankind 

can never be impos d on to fuch.a degree^' I will 

therefore juftify the reprefentation I luve made, 

from matters of fad praAisMhodi among 

and Chrtftians. • 
■ 

* To begin firft with the Pagans. The whole 
aff/Ur of Oracks among them was nothiog elfe 
but the artifice ofprjefis to impofe oa the fenfes 
of the people. The Oracular Temples or Churches * 

were 

I 

I 
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were biaik in moantainoas countries , 'yAiKft 

courfe there were abundance of caverns and ho^ 
les , and where echoes , noifes , and difmal prO' 
fpei^U ih'uck thofe who viAted them wich ayAT^r- 
fiiMus awe. The TtmpUs chemfelves were coa- 
l»r*d to produce the lame tSkSt. They were 
fuH of fuherraneoHS caverns ^nd machines, like a 
play-hoHfe^ioi' the priefts to aft their ^^rhinthem. 
The Pagans likewife had /peaking aaksy nodding , , 
famaangf weeping y ileedingyZndfpeakingfiatf$es. 
In /ink places the frei/ls made the people believe^ 
theyy2iwAMv»fffuft overtheMieads jand thacwhetr 
it rain'd hard the Gods open'*d the -windows of 
heaven , and pour*d the rain down upon them j 
and that .the finoke of burnt faeries afceaded 
ditdier » &d the Gods, and was a feveet favour 
in their noftrits. In other places asreably to the 
fame llippofitioa of the nc3,i'nc(sotheaze?iy they 
perfwndcd them, that the Gods thcmfclvescame 
down from heaven , and eat of the repafis which 
the/m/E^fprepat'd for them at the expence of the 
people. To preferve a right belief in feverall of 
Ihofe matters among the people , the priejls kept 
all * unbelic'h'ers as much as polGble from coming 
within any diftance of them when they began 
their (how. All Epicureans were declared incapa* 
Ide of being initiated into any of the Pi^anmyP' 
teries of religion^ and both Epicureans mAChrtf' 
tians were religioufly chas'd away , befoie ever 
priejls would pronounce any Oracles , or begia 
any ot tbeii: tri^. And when the Chrijtians 
grew fb numerous that they were able to ftand 
meir ground , and refused to retire at the word of 
eotnmand y the declar\I there were fo many 
impious perfons prefcnt, that the God would not 
Toudiiaie to ^eak^ and that tliey could do no 

mra^ 
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mraeks };>cca^c of their u$^eUef, no more Aaa 

the Pawawers in AmericacovldktAc^dmco 
of the M MePhes of ibme Chriflian failers. Hot 
only Ac unbeli^wng Chrijiians and Epicureans 
were excluded from but the Pagan be^ 

lievers were allow'd to no further than tfi^ 
jSliM qualify'd them to do with iidTety^ They 
wm not fuffer*d to examine die 4ti^s offem^ 
fles or Statues, nor the evidence the friejb^:\vc 
of the Gi?^i coming down from heaven tomcat 
upon earth. No, about thefe matters the people 
were to have a *faith , which free-fe^ngmoM 
have deftroy'dj and which wouid^ave render'd 
the Priefts^zs contemptible , as D a n i e i. did 
' Aole o/Bell, or as the Chrijiians did the Or/x- 
€f^lar priefis 5 when the craft of Grades w^ 
open before the whole world* 

The t priefts of S i A m , among other miracles 
which may be confuted hyJree-fieinsMli the people 
that SoMMONocoDOM y the G(?/2' ^ndau.thor of their 
religion , diverting himfelf one day with tfac di- 
vine fport of Kite-flying, did by his me^^Aard 
caute ieveralt«iU trees, which diThitb'dhfs fport, 

49 teceme laUf^ e^ to be as even and regular as if 
cm by a Gardiner. And they perfwade them* 
that thofe trees have fontinued fern that time 
without any alter-i^ion orchatige VHTO this dat 
thatis, forthfripace of aboyetwo*lioil6nd years! 
Upod which my Author Father T a c h a r d ob- 
ferves , that the preijis have a very eafy task in 
impofin^'Ms on the people , who it feems have never 
had infidelity enough to look and fee whether 
the trees are the iame "^ne day as another* 



• Wnftf's V^yagis, p, 29. 

t Ttuhdrd Voji^e di Si^* vU i.p. if^. 
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"tiiis £oxto^ c^e-fight faith is kept up among 
feme Chrijlians as well as Pagans. * J here is a 
ferfuajion amonf ^^^Ci^eks^i^ Armenians^ that 
every Es&tr-eve there is n miraculous fifum defi 
cends fiem heaven into the holy fepuUmr of our 
hlejfed Saviour ( which the Latins expofe as a 
fijameful hnpoflure^ perhaps out of envy that others 
fifoUld be majters of f$ .gainful a bufmeji. ) And 
they further believe , ^hat the holy ghoft himfelf 
i^'the Jhape of a dove flies about the top of the 
cupola of the church jujt over the holy fepulcher. 
But the reception of the holy fame is trufted to 
two priefts, one a Greek and the other ^»Arme- 
whn, who go iato the holy fepulcher , fliut the 
^qfix^ andmffer no body tofU, fieely what they 
Ao y and then come out with torches lighted by 
the holy fiame. And no doubt the affair of the 
dove is trufted either to a priejl , or fome body 
on whom they can lafely rely for the keeping oi 
fo valuable a fecret. Nor is it^tQ be thought but 
tbath priefis »d people would be ready to call any 
xnzxiAtheifl ox impious ^v/ho Ihoulddefirethe/i^err 
iy of going into the fepulcher with the two 
friefts ia order to fee freely , or fhould dcllre to 
make any experiment on the dove^ to try whe- 
ther it was the holy ghoft or ne. For zsal 
of the priefts muft be in proportion to the gain 
they make by this trick , and ofthe people in pro- 
portion to the benefit they imagine they fhall re- 
ceive from the holy flame : for the latter believe^ 
Jf they can but have the happinejS to be burfd in 
a fhroud:^ fmutted with the unoke of thisceleftial 
fire , it will certainly fecure th^m from the fiames 
efheU. 

Another 

* Manndrel-i Vyii^ftm AlepfO (e Jcfiifaleni, 93 » 
94> 9S» ' 
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Ahother mraetf of the like nature with the 
preceding , is ftrmly believ'd by the ^ Greeks, 

Dut efpecially by the women* They carry annual- 
ly in proceilion three pictures , one oFSt. George, 
auother o£ the virgm M a k y ^ and another ot 
feme ether Saine j which ftrike with flicks, or 
kelabeur the back and jhetdders of thofe who earry 
the??} , more or lefi, according to the fins of their 
bearers. This trick Sir P. R I c A u T himfelffaw, 
and he ailures us. That the belief of the miracle 
has taken fo deep root in the minds of the ignorant^ 
that it wpfdd be hard tQ undeceive them^ withosu 
danger to the whole fakrick of the Chriftian ^li^ 
gion : for this belief being equally fix'd with the 
dotlrines of faith , the confutation of this one would 
bring the others into quejiion^ And no doubt 
therefore , but thefe people muft be as zealous 
againft free feers, ( if any fuch dared to defirethe 
infpe^Hon of the piHures ) as thexjafelvesarej^^orf^ 
J^ghted and abfiird. 

The prefent Bpman prkfie are not behindhand^ 
with the old and modern Heathen priefis^ov with the 
prefent Greek and Armenian , in their impofitiont 
on the peoples eye -fight ( being guided by a 
maxim of one of their own poets, •\ That he only 
fees the things of heaven , who flouts his eyes and 
believes ^ and are infinitely fuperior to any fet* of 
friefts that eves exifted , in their zeal agauift 
free-feers* 

Should any one defire to infpcft the annual 
mrade of the Uquefa^on of St. J anu a&ius 's 

fi Uood 

* Kieent^s PrefintStoii if the Oitom^n Empire^ 
t Cite le ecfi del ael filcolmvede , 
WfimgH mki » eeredt. Filli di Scif« f»i6% 
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blooi at Naples^ or any of their nwmtvonsfweat^ 
ing^ bleeding, nodding y znd weeping ftatMs i of 
to examine ftriftly thofe men upon whom the 
daily trick of cajling out Devils is perform'd j or 
to fee the famous f candle (?/ Arras , which the 
'virgin M ar y deliver'd to the Bijhop of that place 
before a great affembly (f the People in the Church 
above 600. years ago, and which has burnt ever 
fince withmt waflingi nothing fliort of death 
would be the confequence of fuch a demand r 
tho the author of the relation of the laft miracle 
invites Proteftants to come to Arras to fee the 
trmh of it, in cwrdcr to their conyiftion. Nav^ 
fo numerous are the impoiitions on the eye-Jight^ 
and fo ftiia a care is taken to prevent menfirom 
ufing their eyes , that there is not an inquifitive 
perfon, or a man who defires to fee freely , to 
Be met widi in a whole country. The Pepijh laity 
will not bear fo great an approach to infidelity 
as the fufpicion oF a trick , and the Popijh priejis 
have good reafon not to fuffer the beginning of 
^y examination. And I muft needs fay , how 
much foever I contend for free-feeing , I cannot 
but commend the confiftency of the Popijh policy, 
and prefer it to die policy of certain half- witt^ 
politicians , who draw people in with a pretence 
of fair play , by telling them they fhall and ought 
to fee freely j whereas if they do not fee with the 
g^s of their guides , but dcure to fee with their 
own , they then ufe them , not indeed fo ill as 
the Papifts, but as ill as they can; that is, as ill 
as that degree of ignorance and ftupidity wliich 
prevails will allow them to do* 

The Popijh , Lutheran , & feveral other 

Chrif 

t Oifiourfi if the MimUs »fthe Koman Chmk , f. 6%. 
66» 
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Chrijlian priefts are guilty of sm impofieian oil 
the eye-fight and other fenfes beyond all the inftan- 
ces already mention'cf. The nrft pretend , that 
the bread and wiiie in the Lord's liipper do by 
their coniecration become the verv body andi 
Mood of Chrift , and face men aown in it , 
contrary to the teftimony of their (exists : and 
the latter , no lefs contrary to the teftimony of 
mens fenfes^ make their followers believe^ that 
the body ^d blood of Chrift are fuperadded to 
the bread and wine. Which is a piece of impttf 
dence equal to that of a man's wite, who, when 
her husband caught her in bed with zprieft , told 
him , U was nothing hut a deception, of the Devil 
t0 abufe a man (if God ^ and that fhe hoped he 
would Mifivo his own dear wife before Ins eyes. 
Nor ZYQthok priefts i who pretend that men f/«/c^ 
drink the body CT* blood of Chrift , verily CT* indeed 
by faith, in the Lords fupper , lefs abfurd, or lefs 
" ^f^on tbe fiai&s^ofthe people* 



n 
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♦ 

Thas tlte reader i&es the mofiftmi$aB(tirdtty§ 

which do in faft and muft neceflarily ai-ife fromf 
the methods employ'd to reftrain men in the ufe of 
their facultys« Ait if it be poflible , the abfiirdi- 
tjrs which relate to the facoltys of the mind mutt 
greater and more numerous than thofe which 
relate to the fenfes 5 becaufe men do ufe their 
fenfes more than their underftandings , and by 
confequence have clearer ideas of the obje^s of 
ienfe than of the obje^ of the underftanding. 

^thbj* Any rfftraint whatfoever fromr^4/3»on 
thinking , is abfnrd in it felf. No juft reftraint 
can be put to my tliinking , but fome thought, 
{omt propofition , argument , which fhews me 
that it is not la\^ul for me to thinkonthej&^je/S 

B2 X 
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I am upon. As for inftance , 1 propofc to 
confider^ Whether the Chriftim Religion is fmnd^ 
id on divine revelation I but am told, or fuggeft 
to my felf , the great danger and finfulnefs of 
thinking on that fubjeft, for fear I fhould be 
caught by the fophiftical argiunents of infidels, 
and fo be eternally damn'd for my unbelief t 
whereas I am in the way of &lvation> andinaf> 
danger in my unexamining ftate 5 and therefore 
it is finful in me to run any hazard, by diinking 
Qti that matter* 

It is evident diis reftraining argument muft be 

thought freely on^ or examin'd 5 for if I do not 
examine it, I cannot know that I ought to be 
reftrain'd by it, but may proceed inmy propo$'4 
§nquirym 

Now let this retraining argument be examin*d^ 
and it will be found to have no manner of weight 
in it to reftrain me. For what can be more ab* 
furd ? I have no way of knowing tmth from 
iaifehood ^ or whedier X am in a fare or a dan-» 
gerous ftate J but by ufing the underftandii^ and 
reafonGod has given me j and yet I muft without 
any reafon at all fuppofe my felf in a right and 
fafe way. Nay , 1 am deter'd from taking the 
beft method of preventing dangerous miftakes> 
for fear of falling into dangerous miftakesi wfaicK 
is as if I fhould be deter'd from ufing my eyes^ 
for fear I fhould miftake in ufing theni y and I 
fihould walk abroad with my eyes fhut , becaufe 
of the poflibility of faUing if Ifliould walk abroad 
with my eyes open. So that this reftraining ^ 
gument is mam'leftly abfurd , which pretends to 
divert luc a moment fiom the profecution of my 
en^niry^ : 



Digitized by Go 



•/FREE-THIKKING. %t 

• I cannot pretend to aflign> and anfwer all the 
reftraining arguments^ which bigotted or interefted 
men make uie of ^ at difFerent times and on dit- 
fisrent occafions^ in order to fto^ the progrefs of 
mens minds in thinking on this qad(tion> and' 
ethers of the like nature. It is enough to afliga 
and anfwer that which is the moft plauliblc 
and moft frequently urg'd ; and to affirm 
here, that the moft zealous of the unth'mking^ 
or hdf-thinlnng ^ or eneta^s of frie-thinking , are 
not able t6 affign any argument which oi^ht to 
lay a refiraint in this or any other quefiionvthzt* 
Ibever : for whoever affirms that I ought to be 
refirain'd from thinking, is in virtue of t\\3it affirm 
nuuion obl^'d to aiCgn Tome argum$nt or othef 
mhkix ought to lay a rejirgint upon me* 

$thly. I muft not omit one great benefit of 
free-thinking, of which all paft ages as well as 
the preient may convince us» ^ree • thinking is 
aipon exigence the only proper means to deftroj 
the J>evtl*s Kingdom among men 5 whofe domi* 
nion and power are always move or lefs extenfive , 
as free-thinking is difcourag'd or allow'd : and all 
40tber means employed againft him , fuch as the 
rafting him out miracuh^y y multiplying friefts ^ 
and enlarging their power ^ and ufi?ig thetempond 
fwordy have often increased, but never wholly 
d^fti'oy'd iiis fowar. 

. Thus, the J>evil is intirely banifK'd the Urdted 
Pfovimes, viktvc free^Unking is in tlie greateit 
perfeftion; And where there is not fb much as a 

provijioml law againft witches or o/'/?6'r5 in league 
with the Devil j whereas all round about tiiat 
eommonwealth y he appears in various (hapes : 
ibmetimes in his own^ {ometimesinttieihapeof 

B 3 , ^ 
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nn oid il0ck Gemliman y fometimcs in the (hape 
a dtad.mm J and iomedmcs in that of^ ^ 
€at. He obfe^s (bme , poflefles others , and 

enters into confederacy with otlieis. As for in- 
ftance^ he has had from the rcmotcft antiquity a 
firay in England 3 fidi:, while we were ia 
iitMbm oMrknefi, and afterwards a greater during 
iiut idfielar darknejS of Popery. Nor did the fir* 
formation it felf do much towards leflening his 
fowifj for gr^ac complaints have been made of 
che growth of witchcraft ^ and the mighty powMt 
^ tie lievii among 11s from tfaofe mofi primitive 
times of our MdyClmrch, ^vix^* about ijo.years 
ago. 

t Biihop J £ w £ L ^ in a Sermon before Queea 
EI.IZ ABfiTH^ told her Majefty of the marvel^ 
Imts mamfe 4jf Tohches and fircerers within her 
mealm^ amd expreJS'd his fears left Her Majefty her 

plffijould be btwtdfd by them, I pray God, fays 

fie y tihey mver pra^e further than upon the fub^ 
je&0 

Vk Sacred Majefty King James die firft (who was 

told to his face by the J Archbifhop of Canter'^ 
hury , that his Majefty [pake by the fpecial ajjiftance 
of God's fpiritj and who employ ed his Royal pen 
always on fiibjeAs-worthy of a Prince^ vtz. A 
Paraphrafem the Revelation y A Counterblafl 
Tobacco-taking, and § Love-Letters to the Duke of 
Buckingham ) tells us , % That the fearful abound-- 
ingot this time, in this country , ef theje deteftaile 

ftaves 

« r/^. The late HectfocdTrM^ 

I Harnpton-CourtCtf»/lrf#ifce, //. 9fJ. 

$ Hift. ofEtiglvoi.%,intinI^eefKiegJeme$ h 

% Werki» p. 9i» 

! 
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paves of the Devil the witches and enchanters , 
W0v*d him to diffatch m fo/i his Treatife of De* 

monoli^. 

In the retgn of King Charles the/r/? , it 
ought likewiie to be fuppos'd that many people of 
, the church were obfefs'd and poflefs'd by the 
Devil 'y liace among the Articles of enepnry at a 
nnfitoHm of tht iioce^ of London in 16^40. by 
Bijhop J u X o N then Lord Tteafmrer of England , 
one is , Whether any minifter without licence , upon 
any pretence whatfoever, either of obfejfton or pofr 
fijfion^ cajis oui any Devil or Devils. 

In fliort y great numbers of witches have been 

almoft annually executed in England, from the 
remoteft antiquity to the late Revolution j when 
upon the liiei^ given and taken to think freely^ 
the Devil's power vifibly decUn'd ^ and £11;^^ 
as well as the United Provinces ceased to be an/ 
part of his Chriftian territories* 

Let the priejis give fuch an infiance of theic 
iucceft i^auift the Devil any where. 

But fince the bec^inning: of Dr, Sacheverel'^s 
reign,when the clamours ^'g^mii free-thinking be- 
gan to be loudeft, the Dex'// has again refum'd bis 
empire, appears in the ihapeof , and enters 
into confederacy with old women $ and ieveral 
have been try'd , and many are accus'd , thro all 
parts of the kingdom for being witches ^ He 
feems at prefent to have fo great a parPy among 
us, and fo many minifter s ordain' d tohisfervice, 
and to have rtnatfdfree-thinkingfoMions, that 
nothing but the ficond coming of our bleffed Sa" 
viour {which is loon expefted by fcveral of our 
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Revermd Divines , who are well skilVd inthePri^ 

fhets and Revelation) give$ me aay hojpcs of a 
for tlie better. 

Perhaps it will be faid^ Thaf the ftories of tht 
Devils, Power were founded on the lyes of fome 

and the credulity of others , and that the execi^ 
tions of witches have been fo many murders : And 
therefore that there is no pretence to talk of conquejl 
aver the J}evil Jince the Revoludon^ and nothing, 
to be. boafttd of by free-thinkers. The people were 
only come a little more to their fenfes , and by 
confeqiience their Tutors zvere a little fearful of 

endeavouring to impofe on them* 

r 

But ditf objeftion can be made by very few. 
Jirfiy All the ignorant people believe all ftorys 

of this kind to be true. Secondly , It is not like* 
ly , that they who have fo great an incerell in 
maintaining the power of the Devil , and have 
been the |)rincipal promoters of all prgfecudons 
againi): wstehes, and have branded all men with 
^theifin who did not dgree with them in the 

extent of the power thev attributed to the Devil, 
or refusM to join with them in the promoting; 
profQcutioos againft witches^ ihouid accede of this 
apology* 

To thofe few therefore who make this ob^ 
Jeftion , I reply , That it is an equal ^lory to 
free-thinkers to wreit out of the friejis hands th^ 
power of taking away (o many innocent peoples 
lives and reputations ( which the ^ General beliefof 

the 

♦ J dcfire I nutj not be fo fAf miftaks^ i^ what I here fay 
49 to be Juppos'd to charge either the Clergy (/England in gene* 
•r even the reverend Adors and Under' Adors At the 
lute Hcitfoid Tryal with the btleif $f Socccry or NTicch- • 
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Ac great power of the Devil and of the exiftence 
- ot witches ^zyt them an opportunity to do) as to 
diive away the Bevil hiniielt And the good 
confequence of fiee-thinking to fociety ^ is plainly 
equal upon this laft^ as upoi^the former liippo* 
(itioxu 



SECT* II. 

THe fubjeffs of which men are dcny'd the right 
to think by the rnemys of free-thinking, are 
«f all others thofe of which men have not only 

a right to think ^ but of which they are obliged in 
duty to think ; vit^. fuch as of the nature and attri- 
iutes of the eternal being or God 3 of the truth 
and authority of books efleem^d facred ^ and of th0 
fenfe and meaning of thofe books > or > in one 
"word, of Religious ^uejlions. 

ijl. Aright opinion in thefe matters isfiippos'd 
ly the enemy s of fiee'4hinking to be abfolutely 
neceilary to mens ialva'cion^ and (bme errors or 

mlftakes about them are fuppos'd to be damnable. 
Kow where a right opinion is Co neceflary^ there 
men have the greateft concern imaginable to 
think fi>r themfelves^ as the beft means to take 
up with the right fide of the queftiom for if 
irhey wiU not think for themfelves , it remains 
only for them to take the opinions they have 
imbib'd from their grandmothers , mothers or 

*c^ft« Oniheeonmty I Ague VJitb Phileleu them f Lip- 
lietiijs, one$fmy ^nfwertrs, who fays , Thtt fewer of 
the Clergy [ in converjattou with one ttnotber ] give into 
j>«rii€iil«f aorys of that kind, than of cheConmioiialty 
9KQmij. 'B^rki$ntbiDifQ.offree4kifiking.g.%i^ 
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priejlsy or owe to fuch Vktaecident, forgranteJ# 

But taking that method^ they can only be ia the 
right by chance \ whereas by thinking and exa- 
mination, they have not only tlie mere accident 
of being iti the right ^ but have the evidence of 
things to determine tfiem to the iide of troth s 
unlefs it be fiippos'd that men are fiich abfurd 
nnimals y that the mofi unreafonable opinion is as 
likely to be admitted for true as the /^i^j^r^^j^p^^^/^^ 
when it is-judg'd of by the reafbn and underftan* 
dii^ of men. In that cafe indeed it will follow , 
that men <an be under no obligation to think of 
thefe matters. But then it will likcvvife follow, 
that they can be under no obligation to concern 
tfaemielves about truth and falfehood in any opi** 
nions. For if men are ib abfurd j as not to be 
dbte to diftinguifli between truth and wifehood , 
evidence and no evidence, what pretence is there 
for mens having any opinions at all ? Wliich yet 
none judg fo ncceiiary as the enemys of fre^^ 
thinking. 

idly. If the fiirefl: and beft means of arriving 
at truthly in free - thinking , then the whole duty 
of man with refpeft to opinions lies only in /ree- 
thinking* Becaufe he who thinks freely does his 
befl towards being in the rights andconfequently 
does all that God, who can require nothing more 
of any man than that he fliould do his beff , can 
require of him. And Ihould he prove miftaken 
in any opim*ons> he muft be as acceptable to God 
as if be received none but r^bt ofintms. This is 
admirably exprefs'd by that true Chrifiian and 
Proteflant ( and by confequence ^tzt free-thin-^ 
ker ) Mr. Chillincworth, who fays^ ^ 
that if men do their beft endeavours to free themn 

fehw 

♦ w^fl/w. to Vuf (fChmty maintained St&. %6. 



Digitized by 



if r REE-THINKING. %7 

'filves f'om all errors, and jet fail of it thro hu* 
manzveak?ief -y fo well isheperfuaded of the good- 
of. God, that if in him alone Jhould-meet a 
confluence of aU errors of all the Prote/iants in the 
world that wm th§u qualify^ he Jhould mt be 
fo much afraid of thetrh all, as hefhouldbe to ask 
pardon for thein. ^^r to ask pardon for fuch er* 
rors, is tacitly to imply that God is angry with us 
for thwi and that were to impute to him the 
firangt tyranny of requiring brick where he pves 
no ft raw y of expiring to gather where heftrewed 
not I to reap where he /owed ?2ot'j of bei}ig offended 
with us for not doings what he knows we cannot 

On the other Mt, die whole crime of meti'^ 

IV'itli refped to opinions, muft lie in their not \ 
thinking freely » He who is in the right by acci'- . 
dent o^if 9 and does but fuppofe himfelf tobei^ 
vHtliout anjr thinking ^ is reially in a dangerous 
Aate , as having taken ho pains and uied no 
endeavours towards being in the rights and con- 
jfequently as having no merit 5 nay^, as being on 
the fame foot with tbe moft iiupid Pafift and 
Heathen. For when once men rettiie or n^left 
to thinks and take up their opinions upon wA, 
they do in effeft declare^ they would have been 
Papifts or Heathens , had they had Popifi or Hea- 
then Priefis for their guides , or Popijhoi' Heathen 

Grandmothers to have taught them their Cato* 
chifms. 

^dly. Superftition is an evil , which either by 
the means of education, or the natural w^aknefs 
ofiTien, oppjreiles almdlall mankind. AndhQW 
terrible an evU it is« is.weU defisrib'd by the an* 

tient 
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nentPhilofophirs2Jid Poets. CiCB KX>fays, *|P 

you give t^ay to fuperjlitian^ it will ever haunt 
and plague you. If you hear a prophet , or a7% 
-ominous wordy if you facrifice or obferve the flight 
cf birds \ ifym fee m AfircUger or Harufpex-, if 
it! thunders or lightens s erany plauisblafiedwith, 
lightning , or 4tn*f thing like a Prodigy happens 
( of which fomt or other mujl often happen ) 
all the tranquillity oj the mind is deJiroy''d, And 
fieep it felf, which fiems to be an afylum and re^ 
fuge from all trmMe and uneafinep y does by the 
4tid offuperftition increafe your troubles and fears. 

Horace ranks fuperHition with vice 5 and as 
he makes the happinefs of man m this life to 
confift in the practice of virtue and freedom from 
fuperjiition y fo he makes the greateft mifcry of 
this life to confift in being vicious and liiperfti* 
dous. f Tou are not coijetous , fays he , thafs 
"WeU ; but are you fps free from all other vices ? 
uire you free from ambition, excejftve anger, and 
the fear of death > Are you fo nmoh above fuper* 
fiition^ as to laugh at all dreams ^ ^paniek fears, 
mracles. witches, ghoJIs, attdprodigyst 

Thif 

. • Smderftithnimmfiat &uit^t lO^emi^ui te veneris 
firfefuaar /he tm vetm » five tu cmen MuUer$ss fwe im^ 
mlms f fioi e^em ^pexms » five ChalHaam f fi bArufiUem 
vitUr$s$ fifiilferit. fitonmrit, fitAStumeUqaidde^mle erit, 
fi9ftmifmiienAtumfeStumv$ fMfMm $ quortm meefe eft 
flerum^m aliquid evemet : m nunquAm p^ieU memt liters 
€W^«r§. Perfugiumviditur mnium Idhrmn & fiUicitudim 
mum effe fcmms i atex^J^flarima nrfemUur eura mentfjae. 
I>eDi?iii.i.a. 

t Nones Avarus : abh quid; cdterdjamfimuliO^ 
Cum vftiofngifi / Ce/f^t tilfi pectus inani 
^mbiti$ne f Cdmm9rtisfirmidine & iri f 
SomnU» femfesmegi€$it mrdicnU , fsgas ^ 
Noanmes lemares • portent Aqm TbeJpUaridesf 
t Se$$heUotMt9f2m1nuiotL 
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This was the ftate of fuperftition among the 
4mMnts^ but.fince uncharitablenefs damning 
10 aU eternity about the fradlife of ceremony s fie 
the beUif of /peculatiens nas ( in oppoiition both . 
to reafoa ana revelation ) come into the worlds 
the evil of fuperjlition is much incrcas'd , and 
men are now under greater terrors and uneafinefs 
of mind than they poilibly could i>e whea^they 

thought dbey hazarded lets, 

» 

Now there 5s no juji remedy to this univerfal 
evil but free-thinking. By that alone can we undcr- 
* 6and the true cat^es of things , and by confe- 
quence the unreafonablenefs of all fuperfiitious 
ttm. Happy is the man , fays the divine 
Virgil, who has difcover^d the caufes of things, 
and has trampled under his feet all kmd of fears , 
even death it felf, and all the noife and din ofhelK 
For by free-thinking alone men are capable of 
Jcnowitigj that a perfe£tly good^ ^uft, wife and 
powerful being made and governs the world; and 
From this principle they know , that he can re^ 
quire nothing of men in any country or condi* 
tioa of life J out that whereof he has givendieni 
an opportunity of being convinced by evidence 
and reafon in the place where diey are , and in 
that condition of life to which birth or any other 
chance has direfted them j that an honeft and 
rational man xan have no juft reafon to fear any 
thing from him : nav , on the contrary ^ mutt: 
have fo great a delight and ladsfaAionin believ 
ing fuch a being exiirs , that he can much better 
be fuppos'd to fear left no fuch being (hould exift, 
than to fear any harm from him. And laftiy , 

that 

♦ Felix ^Htpotmt ftr»m coinofctre caufas , 
%AtqHf mttm cmnts & imxerALile Vatum 

i 
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that God being incapable of having any addition 
made either to his power or happinefs, and want* 
ing nothing, can require nothing of men for bis 
own fake., but only for man's fake j and confe* 
quently^ that all aikions ^nAfpeculationsyfhxc\x^t6 
of no life to mankind, ( as forinftance^ fi^^ging 
or dmcin^, or wearing of habits ^ oi' obfervatim 
ef days , or eating or drinking , or Jlaughtering of 
bcafis (in which things the greateft part of the 
Heathen worjhip coxififted ) or the belief of ^r4«- 
fubjiantiation or confubfiantiation , or of any 
doSrims, not taught by the Church England ) 
either figuify nothing at all with God , or elfe 
difpieafe him , but can never render amanmorei 
acceptable to him. 

By means of all this^ a man may poflefs hi^ 

fowl in peace, as having an expeftation of enjoy- 
ing all the good things which God can bcftow , 
and no fear of any future mifery or evil from his 
hands; and the very worft of his ftate can only' 
be y that he is plealandy deceiy'd. 

yff\\tYt^^fuperfiitiom men are incapable of be* 
lieving in a perfeftly Juft and good God. They* 
make him talk to all mankind from corners^ and 
coniequendy require thii^s of men under the 
penalty of mifery in the next world , of which 
they are incapable of having any convincing evi- 
dence that they are required by him. They make 
him ( who equally beholds aUth^ dwellers upon 
earth ) to have favorite nations and people ^vfidk^ 
out any condderation of merit. They make- 
him put other nations under difadvantages with- 
out any demerit. And fo they are more properly 
to be iiird Demonifis than i heijis. iSlo wonder 
therefore if fuch men ihould be fo full of fears 

of 
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of the wrath of God ^ that they are ibmetimes 
tempted ( with the vicious ) to wifli there was ' 
no God at all f a thought io unnatural and ab- 

fard , that even * fpeculattve Atheifis would 
abhor it. Thofe men have no quiet in their own 
minds 5 they f rove about in fearch of faving 
truth thro the dark comers of the earthy and 
are (b foolifli as to hope tp find it ( if I may fo 
fay] hid under the fands of Africa, where Cata 
fcora'd to look for it : and neglefting what God 
fpeaks plainly to the whole worlds take up with 
what they fiippofe he has communicated to a few S 
and thereby believe and pradife fuch things , in 
which they can never have {atisfadion. For fup- 
pofe men take up with a Religion which confifts 
in dancing or nmficky Or fuch-likc ceremonies, or 
in ufiUfs and umnteUigikle fpecnlations ^ how caa 
they be aiSnr^d they believe and perform as they 
ought > What rule can (iich men have to know 
V^ficther other ceremony s , aridufelefs and unintel- 
ligible fpecnlatigns , may not be required of them 
ii&ead of thofe .they perform and believe f And 
how can they be mre that they believe rightly 
any unintelligible /peculations} Here is foundation 
laid for nothing but endlefs fcrupules, doubts, 
and fears. Wherefore I conclude , that every 
one, out of regard to his own tranquillity of 
mind^ which mv& be difturbM as long as he has 
any feeds of fuperftition, isoblig*d to think fridy 
on t7iaUers of Religion* 

■ 4«A*y. The infinite number of/me»</tfri, in all 
ages to revelations from heaven, fupported by mi« 
varies ^ioutaining mw notions of the Deity, new 

djtiri^ 

* Ciark*s Sermons at Boyle'j Li^nret vol. 1. p. 6. 

t Mi.Selden (ays, men iook^afier K^ligion , At thebmcher 
did rtfier his kpifc» when hi had it in bis mouth. Table* 
Talk, p 1^1, 
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doHrines , new commands y new ceremony s ^ anct 
new modes of worfhip , make thinking on the 
foregoing heads ablolutely neceilary. for how 
ihall any man diftinguilh between the true m$J^ 

fenger from heaven and the impoftor, but by con^ 
fidering the evidence produced by the one , as 
freely as that of the other 5 J^ay , a reverend Divine 
of our Church not only contends (oi: free-thinking 
ia this cafe^ but goes further^ and £iys^ * 

. 4ir« ever to be fuffe6ied^ when they makeextraor^ 
4inary pretences^ For , adds he^ when Menpre* 
tend to work 7niracles , and talk of immediate re^ 
wlations , of knowing the truth by infpiration y 
and of more than ordinary illumination 5 we ought 
not to be frighted with thofe big words Jfom Uok^ 
inf what is under them, nor to be afraid of cMing 
thofe things into quefiion^ which are fet off with 
fuch highfiown pretences, trom hence it has corner 
to pa^ ^ that fuperfiition and idolatry , enthu^ 
fiafms and impoftures y have fo mtech ProvaiVd in 
the world. It is fotn$whatflrange , that we fhouli 
believe men the more, for that very reafon ufoth 
Tvhich we JJjould believe them the lef. 

5 thly. We have here in England a Society dip-* 
ported by the encouragement ofhexmoft excellent 
Majejiy , and the Irontributions of many Divines 

and Ladies of our eflablifh' d Church ^ inefiFcftfor 
the propagation of free-thinking in matters ofReli^ 
gion throughout the world > and whofe defiga 
mppofes tliat it is aU mens duty to think freely 
about matters of Religion. For how can the fb^ 
ciety for pr0pagattngthc gofpelinforeignparts, hope, 
to have any effe^ on infdel Nations 3 without 
fiiit acquainting them that it is tiieir duiy to think 

fieely 

* ClageKV ftrfHofivt to m ingcnn^m Trial of Qiinioni » 
p. 19. 
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freely both on the notions of God and Religion^ 
which they have received from their anceftors, 
or which are efiatUJb'd by law among them > 
and on thofe mtions of God and Rgiigio^^ 
brought to them by the Miffonarios of the Ctmrch 
of England \ Can it be TupposM ^ that our -Aii/y/t?- 
narks would begin with telling 'em^ that they 
ought not to think fretly of th$ir own^otoiour 
Religion^ or that after they have by the means 
of frn^thinking embracM our Religion , they ought 
then to ceafe from free-thinking ? This were to 
proceed very incoiififtentiy in the woi k of con- 
VeriIott> while no other arms but reafonandevi* 
dence were made uie oftoconyer^ On the con* 
txzxj, every Miffionary muft as a firft principle 
infift on the duty of froMhinking , in oMer to oe 
hearkened to by them. Nay, ftiould the King cf 
Siam ( or any other infidel Prince ) in return 
for the favour of our endeavours to convert him 
and his'kiagdom to our Beligiot^, defire ^to fend 
us a pack of his Talapoins ( to the priejif ofSiani 
are call'd ) to convert us to the Religion hy law 
ejiablijj)\i in Siam-^ I cannot fee but that our 5(3- 
ciety for propagating the Go/pel, and all the con- 
tributors and weli^wiflierstoitj muftacknowlcdg 
this King*s requeft to be highly reafonable , ana 
perfeftly of a piece with their ow n defign ; and 
particularly muft allow to the Ki^jg of Siam , 
that it is as much the duty of the members of the 
Church oi England to think freely on what the 
mjfionary Talapoins fhall propofe to^tbem^ as it 
is the duty of the members of thtChurch of Siam 
to think jreely on what fliall be proposed by the 
mijfionary priefts of England. And therefore no 
doubt ail they who fiiicerely defire die conviction 
of the SUmefo, would give their Mijftonaries the 
fimc encouragement faere^ whidh wc expeft for 

C of4r$ < 
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eurs lA Siam. The inftimtion therefore of this 

foeiety fu^pofts free-thinking in matters of Religion 
to be the duty of all men on the face of the earth. 
And upon that account I cannot fufficiently com- 
mend the ProjeR* 

9- 

• And oh i that the proper perfons were but 
cmploy'd for the execution of fo glonpursgiworkX 
That fuch ZjtaloHS Divines as our Sach£V£R£Is 3 
our Atte&bur Ys ^ our Smai.ridG£s^ 
our Stubs*$> our Hi6GiMs*s ^ our Mil* 
BURNS, and our Swifts, were drawn out 
annually , as our military mijfionarys are ^ to be 
fent into foreign parts to propagate the Gofpel / 
( a fervice in which fuch conlcientious mea 
muft tvjoice J iince preadiing the Gofpel to 
infidel nations is no doubt containM in Chriffs 
commijfwny whatever haranguing upon a text 
among Chriftians , by fome call'd preaching the 
Gofpel , may be ) we might then hope to fee 
blefled days 5 the doSirine and difcipline of tht 
Church of England triumph throughout the worlds 
^nd fa^ion ceafe at home j as by the. means of 
the others our arms niumph abroad , and we 
fecurely take our reft at nigntj and travel by day 
unmolefted* • 

. And no doubt h'kewife , but it would be as 

beneficial to the kingdom of Siam , to have a 
lelect number annually taken out 'of their %faft 
hdy of Talapoins, 

6thly. As there can be no reafbnable change 

of opinions among men , no quitting of any old 
Religion, no reception of any new Religion ^ 
nor believing any Religion at all , but by means 
o£ free-thinking % £0 the holy fcriptures ^agceezbiy 
to Kea(bja> and to the^ defign of our tlejjfed Sa^ 

'viour 
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' vtoMT of eftabliflui^ his Religion throuehom the 
whole univcric, imply every where and prefs in 
many places the duty oi Jree-thinking^ 

The deiign of the Goffel was , by preaching > 
to (et all men uf on free^thinking , that th^y might 
think themfelves out of thofe notions ofGodznd 
Religion which were every where ^y2<i^///7;'^i}/ /^^zi;, 
and receive an unknown God and an unknown 
Religion on the evidence the ApofiUsy or firft 
meflengers ^ produced to convince them* And 
accordingly the ApoftUs required nothing to be 
receiv'd on their authority ^ without aa antece- 
dent proof given of that authority. St. Paul 
even m his Eptfilesy which are all written to men 
who were already ChrifitMs, offers nf»ny argu* 
ments for their confirmation in the true faith , 
with refped to all the parts of the Chriftian Re^ 
ligion. Whereby he made them , and all his 
readers for ever ^judges of their force ; for who* 
.ever reafons, lays afide all authority^ and en- 
deavours to force your aflent by argument alone# 
St. P AU& likewife went frequently into the fjnor 
gogues of tli^Jews and reajon'd with them , & Aaii7.x, 
into the market places at Athemyihtx^ hcdifputed ^* '7* 
with the devout people he met with i which was 
not only patting tii6 Jews and Heathens upon 
free^hinking in matters of Eeli^n , but taking 
( according to the prefent notions and pra^iceof 
Chriftians) a very extraordinary ftep to put them 
upon/ree-l^'»iWi^.ForfliouldWiLLiAM Peni^ 
tnc ^iuaktr, or any oAia Religious perfondiffeang 
from the eftaUiJh^d Church , come to St. Paul's 
during the time of Divine fervice, to reafon with 
the Court of Aldermen , Preacher , and Singing- 
Men y or go into, the markets of London to difput$ 
with devout ImtehersSc herb-womeny or Mr. 
W HX$ TO N into ih^LwerHoufeofCpovocatiote, 

C z to 
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to reafoyi with the Members : it is certain, that pur« 
fuaat to the falfe which now univerfally pre- 

vail, the one would be treated as a madman ztA 
Janatick , and the other as a dlfturber of the proceed;^ 
ings of the Holy Synod, which alfiimes a. right to 
determine,without reafoning with the Perfon whofc 
opinions they condemn. 

Our Saviour f particularly commands us to fearch 
Job* 39« the fcriptures^ that is, to endeavour to fiiid out 
their true meaning. And for fear we (hould fiir* 

tcndo^ ouY judgments to o\xx fathers , zndmothers. 
Mar. 4. 24. or Church-rulers y or Preachers , he bids us take 
Luk 8.18. heed what we hear , and whom we hear y and to 
Mac. 16. teware of their doSirine. And, why ^ fays he> 
Luke 1 2 ^'^^^ y^^^ Jehies jiedg ye not what k right ? If 
^6.'^y. * ^ ^^^^ > ^^^^ his father and 

14. z6. mother , he cannot he m'^ dlfcipie. And he com- 
Mat. 19, manded his own difciples not to be caU*d Eathi 
^ nor mafiersi by which laft words our learned 
commentator , the reverend''^ Dr,r Whitby, 
underftands. That we Jhould call no man guide y 
or majler upon earth , no Fathers , no Church , no 
Council, And indeed whoever confiders, that all 
the priefls upon earth were enemys to our blefled 
Saviour and his Gofpel, md that he, giving 
the privilege of infalUUlity to no body befidw 
his holy ApoftleSy could not be fecure that any 
priejls, except his own dozen , would ever be 
otherwife j I fliy , he who confiders this , caa 
nev^r think it poi&ble for CamsT to give fa 
partial a command ^ as to contain a referve in be- 
half of any other fet of priefts , in prejudice of 
the general rules oi fiee-thinking,. on which the 
GfffpeL was to be buUt , and which he ib particu- 
larly laid down and inculcated* 



Digrtized by Google 



•/FREE-THINKING. 57 

• 7/y. The conduH of the prieflsy who are the 
, chief pretenders to be guides to others in matters 
4^ Religion, makes free-thinkingonthe nature and 
anributis of the eternal being or God , on the 
a$ithority of fcriptures , and on the fenfe of fcrip- ■ 
tures , unavoidable. And to prove this , I will 
give you an indudion of feveral particulars of 
meir condu^. 

tj?. It is wen known that the^nVy?/ throughout 

the univerfe,arc endlefly divided in opinion about 
all thefe matters j and their variety ot opinions is 
fo great J as not poflibly to be collected together^ 
nay^ even thofe kinds oi priefis, with which we 
are more nearly concerned , differ ib much one 
• from another on fbme of thefe heads , that it 
would be an impoflible task to give you all their 
differences. I mall therefore out of this vaftand 
ipacious field feled fuch under each of thefe heads^ 
as is moft pro]>er to ^tSt us Englijhmen^ 

( I ) As to the nature of the eternal being or 
God, the antient and modern Pagan priefts had 
and have as many different Ideas ofthe Deity ^ 
as wit ^ or intereft^ or folly can invent $ and 
even the Chriftian priejis have been always , and 
ftill are, divided in their notions of a Deity. Al- 
moft all the antient priefis a»d fathers ( who were 
moil of them priejis) of the Chrifiian Church 
conceiv*d God to be material j and ieveral an- 

C 5 tient 

Quis eaim oetabic, TmuiUaA » Denm corpus 
efte et/i fpiritasett^ 3piritut enim corpus luigcncfis 
in fuii efiigie. Sed et invifibilia ilU , quxcunque funt» 
iiabenc apud Deum« cc fuum corpus ec futm formam. 

J;)er quae foil Deo vidbilia Tunc; quanto maj^is quod ex 
pfitts fubfttoui miffum eft fine fubftancU non crite 
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tient Chrifiian friefts of Egypt were fo grofi^.as 
to conceive him to be inthefhape of a man ^ airi 
from thence were callM Anthrof&mQrphites. Moft 
of the modern priefis contend that God is irn- 
material , but they differ in their notion of im^ 
materiality % fome by immaterial being under- 
ftanding * extended fubfiance without Jblidity% 
f others by immateriM being underftanding un^- 
extended being. 

If any regard is to be had to the malicious 
books and fayings of priefis one againft another , fe- 
veral of chem make the matertal Univerfe to be 

the eternal being or Uod^ wherein conufts the 
ejence of Atheifm, 

Tht reverend :j: Mr. WiltiAM CAHHOt 
has wrote feyeral books to prove the reverend 
Pr. Clark and the reverend Mn Samuel 

£ o L i!> Atheijis m that fenlc. 

The reverend **Mr» Turner charges the 

re^ 

Cap. y, eontr, Fraxtdm* By UfhUh fajfage the reader may 
feethnt Spiritus and InvKibilis hail not the fame fnjc 
niong thefttthers ivhith they have nmong the modern Dtvi^ 
nes andVhilofophers^ O0t were words apply* d to that kind &f 
Matter ofwbisktbey fitppos'd God and the Sfiuh of men confijied, 
in oppojitionto that grofs matter , ef which the earth or our body s 
confift, tAnd confe^uently that the fathers maintnin^d Gofi 
$0 be material, when they ut*d words which now fignify 
^Htte the eeniraty, 

* Dr. Mare in his Dtv. Dial, and Enchirid, Metaph. 
Glanvil in Sadd» Triumph. Turner of the Divine Exten* 
Jien ^ in an ^Appendix to his Difc of the Mejpahf 4»^Dr* 
Clarke in his Four Letters about the Immateriality of the 
SouU 

t The Body of Prieftf . 

% 'Remarks on Clark's Serfnens^ ^te* ^Defence of 
-fiuttki, 4^0. Difjertathn againfl Locke « %vo. 

y» Di[c. of the Mefftah • Epill, Ped. p, 17 , l& 
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r$yeriHdJyt. Cudwokth mtix Atheifm, fot * 
his IntelleHual fjjlem oj the Univerfe^ And a great 
Prelati muft fuppofe Atheifm very far fpread 
among the /nVy/i ^ when he laid, f it was m 
great fr9vid$iM of Gpd that fo many of th$ Clergy 
jW9f€ to th$ gavemmnt ( imder King W i l 1 
A M and Queen Mary) left the Church fhodd 
be deflroy^d : And it was the fame providence ef 
God that fo many of the Clergy refm'd the oath , 
lefi people Jheuld think that there was no fuch 
tbit^ as BMponp and incUne to Atheifin. 

As the Chriftian priefts differ about the J^a^ 
ture or EJfence of Gody fo they arc infinitely 
more divided in their notions about his AttrU 
hntes, Thewhole difference between the Armi^ 
nians and Cahinifts. is founded on different no- 
tions of the attributes of God 5 and this Difpiite 
is kept up m moAchriftian Churches on the face 
of the earth. It is carrjr'd on in the Romi/h 
Church under the names of Janfenifls and Je^ 
fssitsy Tbomifts and MoUnifts^ &c. It ha^ been 
for near a century laft paft debated among the 
divines of our Church, and is at this day between 
the reverend Dr. Whitby and bis adverfa* 
ries. Indeed the differences among the priefis 
in every Church about the Attributes of God 
are as numerous as the priejls \viio treat of the 
divine attributes i not one agreeing with another 
in his notions of them all. So that we may fay 
oi them what Cicero faid, offome of the 
antient Pbiiofopheifis in the lacecafe^"^ thatthofe 

among 

t hiefes en tb$ Pdftordl Letter .p. yi. 

• Qui Deos cflc dixcrunt tatJtl func in ririecate & 
difloicione conikicuci, ut eorutn molcftum fit •nmimcr 
nte fenccntias. Alteranrfieri proftao poteft, ut ci- 
fofiiinlla : alcerumcert^non poteft» ut plus nnl vera 
lit* Qccro de net* Dnr. Hb, u 
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mmwg thtm who wmntmnd the .ixifience #f G$9f 

had fo many ct* fo different opinions Jrom one an* " 
other ytha^ it would he difficult to enujncrate them 
^ ^ and th^ perhaps not one of thofe opinions 
may be true y and that undoubtedly more than 
erne cannet be fa, I will therefore dofe this mat* 
terwithoAe Inftance of a xnoft remarkable Di£fe« 
rcnce* 

It Is the opinion of many Divines ^ that whett 
the fcriptures atixibate hanas and eyes^ and feet > 
and face to God, we are not to underftand that 

Cod really has thofe parts , but only that he has 
a power to execute all thofe aftions , to the ef^ 
fe^ng of which thofe parts are necefTary in us» 
And when the fcriptures attribute fuch pafCons 
to God, as anger > pleafure> love, hatred, re- 
pentance, revenge, aiid the like 5 the meaning 
IS , that he will as certainly punifti the wicked , 
as if he was infiam'd with the pafGon of anger ^ 
that he will as infallibly reward the good, as if 
he had a l<^e for them$ and that when mea 
turn from their wickednefs , he will ftiit difpen- 
iations to them, as ifhe really repented Or chang'd 
his mind: So that thele fcripture attributes be- 
long not to Ged in a proper and juft fenfe, but 
only improperly 3 or as ttie fihools fpeak^ anah^ 
gically. But when the feripture attributes to God 
an undciflanding, wifdom, wilU goodnefs, ho- 
lincCs 5 jnllice and truth , thcfc words are to be 
imderAood AriAly and properly j or in their com- 
mon fenfe. I>r, Tixlotson, the late Arch- 
hifhop of Canterbury^ throughout his works main- 
tains this fyftem of the Deity, 1 heed only cite 
his words with refpeft to thofe attributes laft 
meAtioA'd ; his notions ^ with refpeft to parts or 
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i)aflioiii$ in God^ being fufficiently known wAk* 
out aay proof. He fays, ^ It is foolifh far my 
iffum to pretend he cannot know what jufiice , and 
goodnefs , and truth in God are\ for if we do not 
knozv this ^ it i> all one tons whether God be good 
cr not y nor could we imitate- hu goodnefs j for h€ 
that imitates , tndeaivours to make himjelf like 
fomething that he knows , and muji of necefftty 
have fame idea of that to which he aims to be 
like. So th/it if we had no certain and fettled no- 
tion of the goodnefs, and juJHce, and truth of 
God 9 ho would bo altogether an uninteUigible 
ieingy and Religion, which confifis in the imita- 
tion oj hiwy would be utterly loH^ Thus that 
^eligiom and frecithinking Prekto. But on tht 
other fide 3 Dr^ King the prefent Archbtthop 
of Dublin tells us, f ^fl reprefenta^ 

fiomwe can make rfGod, are infinitely (hort of 
truths That wifdom ^ under [landing, andmercy,^^ 
foreknozvledg y predejiination , and will^ when 
afcrib'd to God, are not to bo taken fttoperh. A- 
gain , ^2tjuftice and virtue f and bycon(equen- p. 24,5*, 
ce all the moral attributes of God ) are not to be 
underflood to fignify the fame thing when apply' d 
to God and man\ and that they areof fo d^erent 
a nature from what they are in at, andfo fuperi- 
our to all that we can conceive, that there is no 
more likenefs between them, than between our 
harsdand God's power. But all thefe attributes, 
according to his Grace, arc to be underftood in 
the fame manner , as when men afcribe hands, p. t 
and eyes, andfiet to God-y or as when menafcribe 
anger p love, hatred, revenge, repentance, chan* 
gmg refolutiens y and in the fame improper analo- 
gical fenfe. So tliat as his Grace q( Canterbury 

C J would 

* ^^rmotis, vol. 6, p. I J. l6. 
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would define God to. be a beini without parts anM 

faffionsy holy, wife, juft , true , and good \ his 
Grace <?/Dublin muft on the contrary d^fintGod 
to be a being not only without parts andpa^wns^ 
hut without under fiandi^, wifdm, willy mercy , 
hoUnefiy goodneJS^ and truth* 

xdly» The pricjls throughout the world differ 
about fcriptures , and the authority of fcriptures. 
The * Bramins have a book of fcripture call'd the 
Sbafter. The perfees have their Zuudmfo/law^ 
The Bonzes of ChitM have books written by the 
Difdples ofVonn , whom they call thei^G^?^ 
and Saviour cf the world , who was horn to teach 
the way of falvation , and to give fatisfoHion for 
all mens fins. The Talapoins of Siam Ym^ahook 
of fcripture Vftmen by § SaMMONOCODOM, 
who y the Siamefe fay , was ff born of a Virgin y 
and was + the God expedled by the univerfe. The 
J^ervizesnzycthtix Mchoran. The Rabbis ^imong. 
^ the Samaritans, receive the five books ofMosss 
, ( thecop)r whereof is very different from ours ) 
as their fcripture 5 together with a CAivwV^if, or 
hijiory of themfelves from Moses's time , quite 
different from that contained mt\\t hifiorical books 
of the Old Tefiament. This 4: Chronicon is lodged 
in the publick library of Leyden , and has never 

been 

* t$f^%Kt\if,\Qno{tht BetiiMs^ndPerfiiS. 
t WjtMire/rt's Voyages « f». 86. 

t Sotvoter Gmersi Humom. Conf. Sin. FhlL Pfoem. Diff. 
f . %%* 

L*DfiuF§^4MU,SnHifHirdum$udim Iltfi ne four en^ 
fitgnerieveyidufidut^ &p0mexp$er^iirt9UiU$f€ci&b> Le 
Comte, vol i.f, 132* 

$ TaUMrd Voyf^e de Siam • vol. 1. p. i|0& 

t Le Dieu altendu de l^WUVifU Id. p. 1 J4« SJf i 

t TiiUndi i^iffer, vol 1. p. 
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been publiibM in print. The lUAfoV among the 

common herd of Jews receive for fcripture the 
four and twenty books of the OldTefiament. The 
friefis of the Reman Churchy of the Englijh and 
other Proteftant Churches , receive (or fcriptmt 
the fiur and twenty books cf the OW Teftament , 
and all the books of the New Tejiarmnt : but the 
RjomiJJj receive feveral other hooks, cdWAApocrj' 
pha, as canonical, VihidiSillthe ProtefiatuChur^ 
ches utterly rejed^ except the Church of 
which, difierently horn dU other Ch)riftian Chur- 
ches ^ receives them as half canonical, vczdin^ 
fbmc parts of them in their Churches, and there- 
by excluding fome chapters of cammed fmftmr$ 
tiqm being read* 

I muft obferve. That the /'nVy7x of all Chriftian 
Churches differ among themfelves in each Church 
about the copys of the fame books offcripturo^ 
fome reading them according to one manufcripr^ 
and others accordii^ to amther. But the great 

difputeoff all, is concerning the Hebreiv aadSep* 
tnagint ^ between which two there is a great dif- 
ference ; ( the latter making the world ijoo. 
years older than the former ) to nadie no other 
diffitrences of greater or lefs importance. 

Laftly, As the moft ancient Chriftian Churches 
and priejls receivM feveral Go/pels and books of 
fcripture vildch are nowioft, fuchas^ theGofpd 
according to the Hebrews, the Gofpel accordi7ig to 
the Egyptians, the Traditions a/ Matthias, &c. 
and as not one JFather in the two firft centuries 
( urhofe works now remain) but received ^(?^^/rj of 
fcripture y which are either loft to us, or that we 
rejea as Apocryphal ; fothefevcral>»iofChtil- 

tians 

* UiM tfoUg. inNnff Ttff,f. 5. ^. 7. 
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mns in tbe Eafi and in Afilca receive at this ikf 
fme bocks of fcripture ^ which are fo far loft to 
us, that wcknow only their names, and others 
which we have and rejcft. As for inftance, the 
reverend Dr. Grabe tells us ot a book received 
hy the f XJoMcks, call'd the Secrets i/Pbtbr , 
otwhicliweiiavenoc(?/y ; and ^ Ludolphus 
tells us. That the AbymnhnChriftians receive ihe 
^poJioUck Conftitutions ; and "J" Postellus 
brought from the Eafi , where it was inule, the 
QofpH ofjKHLs : b<3th which we re)edas,4^ 
^ryphalm 

The fame hooks of fcripture have , among thofe 
priefts who receive them , a very different clegre.e 
ot authority 5 feme attributing more , and others 
left authority to^enu Tbe Pofijh priefts contend 
that die text of fcripture is Co corrupted , preca- 
rious, and unintelligible, that we are to depend 
on the authority of their Church for the true par- 
ticulars of the Chriftian Religion. Others who 
contend for a greater perfeftion In the text of 
feriptstre ^ differ about the infpiracion of thofe 
books ; fome contending that every thought and 
word are infpir*d > (bme that the thoughts are 
infpirM , and not the words ; fome that thofe 
thoughts only are in(pir*d , ^ich relate to ftin^ 
damentalss and odiers tbdt dfe books were writ- 
ten by honeft men with great care and faithful* 
ncfs , without any infpiration either with reipeft 
(o the thoughts or words. 

In like manner, ihftBramns^ Perfees^ Bent^s^ 
TaU^ns^ DervUis ,RaUds ^ and ail other 

who 
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who build their Religion on books , miift from 
the nature of things vary aboutbooksin the fame 
Religion > about the infpration, and copies of 
thofe books, 

3<ffy, The priefis differ about the lenfe and 
meaning of thofe books they receive as facred. 
This is evident from the great number o£fe6ism 
each Religion , founded on the divei-fity of fen- 
fcs put on their feveral fcriptures. Ana tho the 
books of the Old and New Tefiamem are the im"* 
mediate didates of God himfelf , and all other 
fcriptuns are the books ofJmpofiors 5 yet are the 
priefts of the Chriftian Church ( like the priefts 
of all other Churches ) not only divided into num-i> 
beriefs feiis , on account of their different inter* 
nretations of them , but even the priefts of the 
fame feH differ endleily in opinion about their 
Icnfe and ipeaning. 

To fet this matter before you in the cleared 
manner , and to pofleis you with the idea 
of the differences arnong priefts about the fenfe 
and meaning of their fcriptures , and to make my 
argument the ftrong^er for the dHt<^ andnecefnyof 
free- thinking , I will confine my felf to the moft 
divine ot all books ^ and by confequence the beft 
adapted of any to prevent diverfity rf opinions i 
and will take the following method. 

Tirft , I will give you an idea of the nature of 
our holy books':, whereby you'll fee th^ foundation 
therein laid for a diverhty of opinions amongthe 
priefts of the Chriftian Church. 

And , fecondly , I will give you a fpecimen of 
diverfity of opinions ^ among the priefts of ^ 
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the Church of England , pretended to be deducVl 
from them : for ^ thir differences are too great 
to be enumerated. Trom whence you'll eafily 

infer , that there muft be an infinite number of 
opinions among all other forts of priefts , as to the 
meaning of their fcriptures s fince the moji divine 
of all books lay$ fiich a foundation for difference 
of opinion , tnat priefis of the fiime foH are not 
able to agree , tho neither art , nor force , nor 
imereft are wanting to compel them to agreement 
in opinioa* 

'Firft , As to an idea of the nature of our holy, 
hooks, 1 will not pretend to fo mucty divine 

knowledg as to drnw t\\tiTcharatl:erm^ felf ; and 
therefore take the following account of them from 
the right reverend Bilhop Taylok, a Prelate 
well kmwn for his learned defence of the divine 
Right of Epifcopacy, his ' Life of the UefedJI^ 
svs, and many books of devotion i as likewife 
for his fuifering for the Church of England and 
Royal Family > during the late civil wars. This 
Kelig^ous Prelate tells u$, ^ !• That there are 
innmmrMo places of the fcriptures containing in 
them great myfleries ^but yet are fo enwrap*d in a 
cloud, or fodarkned with umbrages, or heightened 
with eTCpreJftons y or fo covered with allegories and 
garments ^rhetoriok fo frofound in the matter , 
or fo intricate in the nta$mer, in the clothing and 
the drejfmg , that God may feem to have left them 
as trials of our Indujiry , and arguments of our 
imperfe^ions y and as occafions of our charity and 
toUration to each other 9 and humility in our fel^ 
ves, rather than as repertories of faith, and 
P 066 fa^^i^^^^'^ (greeds and articles of belief, i. He 
' . ' fays 3 That there are fo many thoufand copies cf 

the 

* Polcmick Toikti p. 909. 



Ly Google 



of, FREE-THINKING. 47 

tht fcrifturts /which were writ by perfons offuch difi^ 
rent interefts and perfuajions , Juch different inuUr* 
Jlandings^ and tempers ^ ^uch dijtinR abilities and 
weaknejfes, that there $s great variety ofreadin^Sy 
both in the Old and New Teftament. That 2. 9$i, 
there are many places of fcripture which have a * 
double fenfe , a literal and a fpiritual : and both 
thefe fenfesare ft^bdivided: for the literal fenfe is 
natural or figurative \ and the fpiritual is fometi^ 
met allegorical, fometimesanagogkal ^ nay^ fome^^ 
times there are divers Uteral fenfes in the fame 
fentence. 4. That there are divers places of fcrip- p. 
ture containing in them great myjleries y andques- * 
tiens of great concernment 5 and yet the ftiridk 
and cenftitutien of them is/uch, that there is m 
certainmark to determine whether the fenfe of them 
fisouid be literal or figurative. 5 . That there are 
fome places of fcripture which have the felf-fame 
expreffiem, the fame preceptive words ^ the fama 
reafm and account in allappearance i andyetmufl 
he expounded to quite different fenfes. 6. That feme 
points of fcripture are fo myfleriousy that they are 
only to be underftood by perfons very holy and fpi-^ 
ritual. 7. Thatallfyften^sojfciencearefoexprep^^ 
that either by reafon of the univerfality of tieserms 
and fubjea matter ^ or by the infarite ttariety of 
human underfiandings , they feem to divers men, 
nay to the fame men upon different occasions , te 
fpeak things extremely difparafe , and fetuetimes 
contrary y but very often of great variety^ utad 
this very thing happem alfo in firiptute ^ that if 
it were not in re feria & facra , it were excellent 
fport to obferve how the fame place of fcripture 
ferves feveral turns upon occafion. 8. That the 
fcriptures are fo wrote, iu not certainly tobetm^ 
derfiood by confidering the context and eonnexim 
0fthe parts, ^or when there ate two or three an^ 

tece^ 
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tecedents and fubje^s fpoken of , what rule Jljall 
afurtain me that I make my reference true , 
drawing the rtlation to fuch an antecedent \ lor in 
M €ont$xtUre where am fart dees not always depend 
upon another y where things of different naturer 
intervene and interrupt the firft intentions 5 there 
expou7idlng fcripture by the context is not always 
a very probable method to find out the true meanings 
^. That comparing of places is another great pre^ 
fence to fix the fenfe of fcripture -y but comparing of 
places is of fo indefinite capacity , that if there be 
ambiguity of words , variety of fenfe y alteration 
of circumjianccs , or difference of Jlile among divine 
writers, then there is nothing that may he more 
4kHs*d by wilful people, or may more eajily deceive 
the unwary , or that may more amufe the mojl in^ 

telligent obferver, 10. That the fcrlptures are pre-* 
tended to he expounded by analogy of reafon \ hut 
unlej? there were fome IntelleAus Univerfalis yiw- 
nijh^d with infaMble propofitions , by ^ referring ta 
which , every one might argue infallibly this hh^ 
gick may deceive tu well as any of the refl. lor it 
is with mens reiifon as with mens tables , err. 
II* Jhat others pretend to expound fcripture by the 
ettudegy of faith : But that is a chimera , a thing 
in nuDibus^ which varies like the right hand and 
left hand of a pillar, ii* Laftly, that confulting 
originals is thought a great matter in the interpre- 
tation of fcripture. But the difficulty is in the 
thing however expreffd, the leaji inthelangitage. 
The infpe&Sonof the original is tto more certain way * 
of interpretation now, thanitwasinthe primitive 
ages of the Church y when there was an infinite 
variety of tranflations of the Bible, nnd never A 
ene like another* 

zdly. I now proceed to give a fpecimdiofthe 
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•diyeHity of opinions of the priefts of the Church 
of England , all pvetended to be doduc'd irom 
jthe fcriftur£S. - 

I. The moft ftuukmental Doftrine of the 
whole Chriftian Religion ^ is the docJrmcof the 
ever-ilefed Trinity : And yet what different noti* 
ons of the Tnnity do the friejis pretend to de* 
4uce from fcrifture \ 

♦ » 

Some make the orthoekx dofirine to confift 
-m * three diftindl , eternal ^ perfe5ily equal beings^ 
agreeing in a fpecifick unifj j in conformity with , 
the orthodox priefts of the fourth century, aai 
jpardcularlyStATHANAsius, who fays^ + Ti&e 
Perfms of the Trinity are one Gody as P £ x ^ 
Paul J and Timothy are one man. 

Some X maintain three difiina, eternal ^equat 
beings , whofe ^ty if partly numeriftd and 
partly fpedfical. 

Some § maintain three diftintl , eternal, une* 
qml kings, thefirji wherjtof is alon£ felfexiftent , 
and the jecond and third (uborMnate. Andthefe 
ag^n ai e fubdivided 5 fome of them making the 
fan zeA holy ghoft to flow from the father by 
L "^^^^ neceiHty of nature , and others to 
be the eiFed of a voluntary operation of the 
father. * 

^ Seme 

♦ 

" r ^I^^^'^.*^'^* *f f 'Others , &c. put I. 
1 ^d'*?*^' ^^P"* Ed. P.t. vol. a. p. 160, 
t «XWKfe'/ of the Trinity , ana its Diftnct. 

i4^Ry%,f ./Roeh. And i>r. Chikc', tf,r;if/m%0«- 
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' Some (a) make the Perfons to he eternal mh*' 
des of Juhfifiehce ^ or internal relations of the one 
fubflance of the Deity to it felf. And purfuant 
to this hypothefis , they fa v , (b) That the whole 
lieiiy vms incarnate m the man Cbrijl^ but not 

wholly* 

Some {c) make thcPerfons to be external re^ 
lations of the one fuhfiance of the Deity to man^ 
kind , viz. Creator , Redeemer ^ and SandHfier 5 

as King W i L l'i a m was King of England ^ 
Irance, and Ireland. Again, the fame reve- 
rend perfon makes each Perfon a third of God^ 
as (^) length, breadth, and thicknejTs mak» a 
€ube\ or as (e) three groats mokea fiiOingpZXA 
three nobles make a ^ourtd. 

Some (/) make the Trinity to confift m a 
mind that from 46 eternity had wifdom, that 
from aH eternity underftdod'himfelf, and from att 

eternity loved himfelf * • 

LafHy, Others {g) receive the words of the 
Athanafian Creed without!' any fenfe or explication 
at all ^ conceiving the articU of faith to lie in 
Ibmething unintelligible. » 

1. The priefis difpiite, Whether the do^rine 
of^ the Trinity be a fundamental and necejfary 
article of the Chrifiian faith or no. Dr. South 

affirms, 

d Dr. South's tAnwuul, and Trit^i^ $ha^% 
b South'i Tfitbiifm charz'd» p. 6a. 
€ ^alHsV Lett^ of ibi Trinity, Lent. 3» p»iQ» 41* 
. d Firil Lett* p. i|* 
tf Third Lett. p. 41. 
' f Nye'i Infiimions of the Trinity, 
t Oafticlv COfffid. •» the Ttmity. 
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affirms A man can no mar9 be a Chriftian 
Tmthotit the ielief of the Trinity ^ than he can be 

41 man without a rational foul. And our right 
reverend Bifliop f Bull has written a book 
agaixift Episcopivs andothers^ to provethe 
yiecejfttN of believing the Trinity and Incarnation, 
Indeed the greater number of friefts are in that 
fentiment. For as the right reverend Bifliop T a 
tOR obferves, T/;g example of fo excellent a man 
ii^AxHANASius in his Creed ,has been followed 
with too muchgreedinefi-y all thewerld in fa^lione 
all danming one amther ^ each party damn*d by 
all the reft'y and there is no difagr cement in oft^ 
nion ^ but damnation ^refenthy to all who difagree^ 

But this Religious Prelate is not himfeifofthat p 
opinion. He uy$. If it be confidcr'd hew many 
feeple underfiand not -the Athanafian Creed y hew 
contrary to natural reafon it feems , how little the 
fcripture fays of thofe curiofities of explicationy how 
tradition is not on Athanasius*^ fide 
for the artide it felf ^ how Athan as ivs is 
fiU to it to make an anfwer and excufe for the 
fathers who exprefs*d themfehfes like Arians, how 
the AxIm\s appeal* d to the fathers for trial, and 
the offer w^s declined , it had not been amifsifthe 
final judgment had been loft to Chrijl, who is ap'^ 
pointed jtsdg of all men, and who will judg them 
righteoujly j for he knows every truth, the degree 
of every neccj/ity , and all excufes that do leffe?} the 
nature and malice of a fin : all wich A x h a n a** 
^lus, tho a very good man, did not know fo 
well as to vmrant fuch a fentence.^ And Bim^ 
ApT AYLOR concludes » Thatitis very grange 

D 2 ► 'to 

♦ Efift. to Trkb. thdrg'd^ ' 
, i De NictJfU, crtdindi , 
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to put uncharitahUncf into a Creed , and make 
it an ArticU of .faith. 

Dr. W A L L I s takes a different method from 
Bifhop Taylor, tho he agrees with hun in 
his conclufion. He fays, The damnatory fen* 
4ences in the Athaaafian Creedau mttobemdof 
fiood according to the rigour. 

And manv other Divines contend , that the 
damnatory fentences are no part of the Creed , 
which coafilb only in believing the Article oitf 
the Trinity as there expre&'d. 

5. The f priefls of our Chiuxh dlfpute^ u^hether 
at the refurre^iion men fhall have a body con- 
fiding of the fame numerical particles of lipatter 
that were laid in the grave : Whether they (hall 
have a body confifting oftheiame numerical par- 
ticles of matter that have been fbme time or other 
vitally united to the foul during the life of the 
man: Whether they fliall liave a body confift- 
ing of particles of matter that were never united 
to the foul during the life of the man : whether 
they (hail not have a body confiftuig of any par- 
ticles of matter indiflferently : and laSly, whether 
they fhall rife with a body or no. 

4 

• r 

' 4« Our priefis at > and fyt many years after 
the Reformation, were generally CMvinifts or 

Prcdeflinarians , as is evident, from the X -^fti^ 
cles of the Church 5 from the § Bibles printed in 
Qiieea £li,3^ AB£Xii*s time » ^o which are 

oftea 

, * Sectnd Later^ p. 
t Ste thtir nummui Semm m Eaft^Psy* 

t ^rt. 10, & 17. 

S /n/mmi emim (rinttd bf C, Sa^^CE the SfimU 
l^mter. . . . ♦ - • 
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often annex'd an Apohgy for Predeftination ^anf 
Wiring the common objedHons made by Athrlfts , 
I>eifi$j Socimans and Liber tins y againft that fa- 
ving doftrfne of the Gofpelj from the * Suffra* 
ge 0f the Divines ef Great firitaia deliver*d by 
them to the Synod ofjyon, March 16. 161^. as 
the fenfe of the Church of England j where the 
five points (as they are call'd ) are all determined 
oil die Calviniftical fide^ agreeable to the ded- 
Hons of that holy Synod i and laftly^ from all 
their books till the tune of Bifliop Laud. In 
which time was made the grand change among 
our priejlsi and there ai*e now at leaft nine parts 
in tea of the priefis who preach every funday 
contrary to the Articles they have fubfcrib^d. 
So true are the obfervsltionsotBiQiop Taylor 
and Mr. Whistons the fir ft wnereof fays , 
f That there is no Church which is in prof ferity, 
btit alters her dodirine every age^ either by brin- 
ging in new doctrines or contradicting the old ^ 
which Jhows that none are fatisffd with them^ 
felves or with their own confeffions i And the lat- 
ter, ^ That there is fcarce any one clergyman of 
. the Church that has confider'd and examined things 
with care, who beUeves all the Thirty nine Ar- 
ticUs, in their properandoriffndmeaning.Howe^ 
ver , the orthodoxy of Queen E 1 1 z a b e 1 h \ 
rime is not quite extinguift'd. We have had our 
Prideaux*s and our Jan h's, both ProfeJJors 
of the divinity-chair in Oxford ^ our Ca&i- 
xoNs and our Davbnants bothBilhopS} 
and have now our Souths and our Et- 
W A& n s's'of Oxford and Cambridge ^ sa\d fev eral 

D 3 others 

^ Printed in £11^. emo 1619* 4to. and in the ^ci4 
J)ordrac€nfia. 

. t Ded, before TJbtrty cf 2rofh€cjinj^* 
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Others who appear in bel^lf of oUr old Religtt 

on , againftthcniunerours innovators among the 
clergy. The two laft mention'd Divines nave 
with great zeal ( but it mull be confefs'd very 
weakly ) latelyattack'd the revwend Dr» W h i x- 
B Y y who in many late book$ has ihow'd him* 
felf a z^ealoiM Arminian, I muft not omit doing 
juftice to tliat profound and orthodox Prelate the 
prefent Bifhop of London, whom many have ot^ 
ten heard with iatisfaAion incultate the doflrim 
if fredefitmuion in his extelUm firmm. 

^. Om priefts Ai(^\xt^vj\\tt\\tr Hell-torments are 
eternal or no ; and fome of the moft eminent 
either doubt of t\\t\t»ternipy , orplainly deny them 
to be eurnai. The famous Divine and Philofopher 
* Dr. Henry Mokb fays> The ' words 

jLim and Aimi@^ in fcripture are indifferent ta 
fignify either that which u freperkii everlafting, 
0r that which lafls a Ung time s Jb that we are 

not able to pronounce for the eternity or perpetuity 
of Hell-torments. Again , That commlnations are 
not , tho promifes be obligatory j forafmuch as in 
eemfninations the comnnnator is the creditor, and 
he that is menaced, the Debtor that ewes the pu^ 
mfhment \ but m promifes ie that promifeth becomes 
the debtor and he to whom the prnmife is made, 
creditor* Whence the prcmifer ts plainly obliged to 
make good his promife, as being the debtor: But 
the comminater, as being the creditor y is not 
Mig'4 t(f ^xaCl the punifhment \ it being in the 
power of anj creditor to remit the debt owing to 
him if he will. Wherefore in this comminasicn of 

eternal fire or everlaftingpunijhmentj tho A$mt@* 

Jignify here properly cverlafting , as well as in 
everlafting liife, yet becaufe this latter is aprcmi/e^ 

and 

^ uAnrntMiens in Los Oiieotalii^ (• 7}* 7^* 
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nnd the other only a commination , it does not 
foUoWy that as furely as the righteous Jhall be 
rewarded with- everlaping life , fo furely /hall the 
wicked be pmfh*d w$th ever la/ling fire inthemefi 
proper and higheft extent of the fignification of the 
word. Becaufe God in hii com mi nations to the 
wicked is only a creditor ^ and J^asjiill a right and 
fewer to remit either, fart or the whole debt\ but 
to the righteous > by virtue of his promife , he bO' 
comes a debtor , and cannot recede, but mufi 
punii$4aUy keep his word. 

To the fame purpofe and after the (ame man- 
ner {peaks the moft pious and rational Dr. T^t- 
LOTSON^ in his celebrated Sermon of helUtor-- 
ments. And Dr. h i c k e s mentions * fi've or 
fix Divines, moft of whom are in great ftations 
of the Church, ^as converts to this opinion by a 
manufcript treatife written by an old fceptick ( fo 
Jie ciiUs the reverted Mr. VTHixfiFooT) at 

Norwich. 

6* Our friefis difpute whether xhtfabbath or 
the Lerd^S'day ought to be kept holy. 

Prom the Reformation to the reij^n of King 
James I, England was as remarkable for its 
religious obfervation oitiaitJUrd's-day 2^ Scotland 
is at prefent. And I can meet with no pubiick 
remarkable inftance of the breach oi that holy 
day, during the long reign of Qiieen Eli- 
za b e t h , unlefs at f the Bi fhop of 
London' % houfe in lulham , where his Lordjhip 
and others [I fuppofe his chaplains) ufed to play 
Sit bowls on funday. Bat King James pub- 

. D 4 lifli'd 

* Difcourfes on Tillotfon and Batnct, 46. 
1 Strypc'i L^t of Ajimer, fr. aij, iy4. 
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Hlh'd a proclamatM for (ports on that holytdty 
obhging all mixiifters to read it in their Churches. 
Ajid * feveral priefts in his reign, and that of 
hh fucceflbr Charlbs I. ( whether in compli- 
ance with the profanenefs of the court, I fliall 
not determine) wrote books to fhew xhztfunday 
''Was no fabbath y.znd tliat there was no morality 
in obfervmg the Lord's-day t all which were ad- 
Wer'd and rdfiited by feveral orfier godly and 
orthodox Pivines. Nor is this controverly yet 
buiy'd for veiy lately a high and reverend \ 
priejl has wrote for the lawfulnefs of fports on 
that holy day^ 

7* 9"^ P^f/fs dilpute whether Eptfcopacy be 
ox divine oi' hutn an h^hnnon-, a queftim which, 
according to moil of them, concerns the vory 
yfence of the Chnnh. 

That the latter was the opinion of our Church 
(and of courfe once the opinion of many priefis) 
from the Reformation, to the Reftoration of 
King CHAR IBS II. is evident} for as a noble 
J^if^robferv'd in a % fp^^h made in the Houfi of 
Lords, Prefbyterian Ordination ivof allowed and 
praai6*d in the Church from the beginning of the 
Reformation till the Act of Uniformity (which 
allowed of no Ordination but Epifcopal) and fe^ 
'veral Biflwps were made of futh a$ were never 
4>rdain*d priefis by Bifljops. But yet fome § few 
>r/>/j before the Reftoration, and more fince, 
have wrote for the divine right of Epifcopacy -.^nd 
'tis now become a confiderable fquabble in the 
Qhurch^ There arc not only friefis on both 

• • fides 
* Vrideaux. BnriW0ed, Whitt» Heylk^t Vowe, Peckt 
imjTton, Me4e. &C. 

t Merer QntheN^m* mio»^ ftc. 0fikeSaUgtk 
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• "fides of the quefti'on , but one eminent priejl , Dr» 
SxitLiNGFLEET, is himfclf on both fides : 
when he was a/r«iy/tfr, he wrote a ^ iookto . 
prove the human inftitution of Epifcof^cyi and 
when he was a Bi(bop ^ he f wrote to prove it 
of divine in/ittuttcn. Juft like A y l M E R Bilhop 
of London J wbo before he was made Biflbop 
thought ^ the lands of the clergy oiight to be gi^ 
wn to §l!feen Elizabeth to maintain her 
wars againfi ficance anA Sjpain \ but when he 
was a Bifhop, he apply'd to himfelf thefe words. 
When I was a child ^ ifpake 04 a child I thought 
m a child. 

8. The dodrine of original Jin^ and whether 
men are now h*able to be damnM for A d a m*s 

fin (which is the foundation of the whole 
Chriftian Religion) wasformerlydifputcd between 
$ Bilhop TAYLOR and the Biihop of Rochefteri 
and is at this day between the reverend Dr. 
Wh I TBY and the reverend Dr, Edwards 
of 2efHs<:olkge in Oxford. 

^. Whether our ^4t;i^i^r*3 Ibul exifted in hea* 
ven before his incarnation « was lateiv*debated 
between Dr. F o w l b r the prefent mflhop of 

Gloucefter , and Dr. Sherlock, who have 
each of tliem had other priejis for their fecondsm 

10. Lay-baptifin was exprefly aUow*d of in die 
JRn&rfVilr of our Liturgy , juft before die Office ef 

private haptifm ,v\[ ] ^ WES V& reign, in thefe 
words : Let thofe that are prefent at the baptifm call 

D % upon 

♦ Irenicnm, 

t Charge to hit Clefp» Jfl l^pO.^ 

% Aylincr'j Life hy Strvpe« ft %%f, a63, sfip. 



/ Digitized by Google 



^DISCOURSE 

itfon God, and faysheLprd^s prayer ^ if thetim^ 
'win fuffer. And then one of tbem JhiM nsamtim 
Mid, and dip him in the water y or pour water 
upon him, faying in thefe words , / haptiz^e thee, 
&c And as fer as my knowlcdg in the priejls 
books reaches , the validity oj Lay4faptifm was 
a fettled point among the beft .Church-men tiU 
very lately. For I imd the reverend Mr. S fi 
XfiR s (who was (b high & good a Churchman 
as to be a Jacobite feparatift ) affirming , * That 
the baptifm adminljier'd in bortbyk thanasius 
when he was a Heathen fchooUboy , $o hie Heathen 
flayfellowi, was valid andnet tp he reiterated^ 
Mi was defined by Al£xandbk then Patriarch 
<?/ Alexandria, and opposed by no other fart of 
the Church. But of late many cenfures have 
been pafs'd on the Bilhop of Sarum, andbook$ 
written a^ainft him by friefis, for aflerting^ f 
Irhat faith in the Trinity pves every pum a right 
to bapdfm j and that this has been the confiant 
fenfe of the Church for above 1400 years: which 
in a ritual matter is certainly of great authority. 
They reckoned that baptifm was the gift ef Chnfi 
to his Church, when pven in the name of the 
father, fon, and holy Ghoft. It is Chrifi's bapr 
tifm^ be they who give it orthodox or hcreticks, 

clergy or laity, and in the latter ages^ men or 
women. 

, II. The reverend Mr. B l a x t o n has coUefted 

the \ opinions of the moft learned and famous ' 
Divines of the Church (?/ England the Lief or- 
tnation to the year 16^3 4- alt condemning Ufurj as 
unlawful and forbidden by God's word. To which 

I could 

* t^marks en J. H*i View ^ ^Awt't^uity ^ p. 380* 3S1. 
t Two Sccmoof printed in 1710. 
% Printed oime 1634. 
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i could add a great many more who have followed 
our primitive i:ierjy inthis pointy andeadly make 
Mr*. Bl AX t o N *s Book as big as the Hi^crj if 
Pajftvi'oiedhtfce^ 1 wiU only throw in the opi^ 
ft ion of that great cafuift and profound Divine , 
Bijhop SANDERSON;, who makes * fix in the 
hundred tp be fabbatb-br caking, and every one that 
takes lawful intertfi for his mony to bo guilty of tho 
breach ofaU the ton commandments % andparticu^ 
larly of the fourth , boeaufo the p{ough goes on fun- 
days. And even our Lay ancefforsvftv^ fo blind 
as not to fee the plain defign of the priejis (who 
by making money ufelefs in the hands of the Laity 
knew where it would be beftow*d ) and had their 
lieads (b tumM by their iermons and books on 
that fubjeft, that in an Att of Parliament made 
in the 13 th. year of Qnttn Elizabeth , to reduce 
intereftto ten per cent y itisaflerted, thatallufury 
being forbidden by tho law of God is fin and -de* 
tofiabU z And in pother Ad made the zifl. of 
James I. to reduce interefi lozi^tper cent, there 
are thefc words at the end of the laid A6i , viz. 
Provided, thtu no words in this law contained 
(hali bo conftrtted or expounded to Mow the prac^ 
tice of U fury in feint of Religion or confcienco. But' 
our priefts are now almoft univerfally chang'd in 
this matter : and 1 have not heard ofanyoneof 
late^ except the reverend Mr. David Jonbs> 
who takes Ufury to be a fin. On the contrary^ 
it ou^ht to be fuppos'd that they now account it 
a Chrifiian vertue, fince there are fo many . 
among 'em who are common fiochjobbers on the 
change, and who aft the part of Attorneys and 
Scriveners in their pariflies^ in placing out mony 
on fecuritys at interefi. . 

* N»tts$ntb$P4iJl9rMl Lftter , 
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x%. They difpute whether men are to be of 

the priefts Religion ^ or tlie Magiftrates , or are to 
judg for themfelves. In the reign of Charles 11. 
( that Icing after their own heart ) their leader Dr« 
Parker faid^ ^ Tha^ in cafis and diffutes of a 
pnhlick cofmm , private men have no power over 
their own anions ^ they are not to ^he dire^ed by 
their own judpnents , or determi^i'd by their own 
wills I but by the commands and determinations of 
the pubtick confcience or mapftrate. And if there 
is any fin in the command, he that imposed it flfoU 
anfwer for't. Again , That in all dijputable cafes 
it is better to err with authority , that is , with 
the Magiftrates, than to be in the right againfi it. 
£ut flnce the magifttate has laid aficfe all claim to 
dominion over mens minds and confdences ^ by 
ceafing to fine and iniprifon men on the icoreof 
Religion , and by granting a Toleration j they -j- 
now fet up the authority of the prieji ( which tney 
call the Church ^ and make the magiftrate him- 
lelf , who is by law the fupreme governour in ail 
canfes and over all per font, as wellecclefiajlicalae 
civil, the priefts ecclefiaftical fubjeH as well as the 
reft of the laity. Some few, fuch as Mr, C h i l- 
UNGWORTH, Dr. TiLLOTsoN, and Others 
now living, have clearly ailerted the right of all 
men to )udg for themfelves. 

I could proceed to give an account how they 
difpute about the priefts power to abfolve men/rom 
their finsy about the independency of the Church 
ontheftatoy about r/re faerament being a proper 
facrificoy ^hoat thtf real prefence in the faerament y 
about the priefts of the Chriftian Church being 
proper priefts ^ and indeed about every point in 

the 

* JEicirflPeliiy . f. jo8. 
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the whole Chriftiaii Religion, & about the mean* 
ning of every article of their own Church, as 
•well as about the meaning of ahnoft every Text 
in the BibU : but what I have produc'd.beii^ 
fufficient to prove their divifipns about the mean* 
ing of the (capture in matters of the greateft im« 

f»ortance> I may juftly conclude that it isnecellai-y 
or every man , inftead of relying upon them, 
to think freely for himfeif 5 and proceed to the 
iecond infiance of thek emdneu 

TLdly. Aftcond injlance of theit condu^ , where- 
by dieymake/mw^/;?^/??^ unavoidable, is, their 
owning in exprefs words the do6irines ef th$ 
Church $0 be ceniradiihry t0 i>ne Mether ^ andt^ 
reafetk 

The renowned Dr. S ache ver el fays inF.»|7./tfA 
his fpecch at htsTryal, t\i^t by abandoning Pajftve* 
obedience, the diJHngtM>ing badg and ghry ofeur 
Refermatim, we nmfi render our felves the mefi 
ineonfifteftt Church in the world. By which words 
the dodfor muft fuppofe , even before the fentence 
paft'd upon him condemning the do^rine ofPaJfhe* 
obedience , that many doarines of theC/^iirr^ were 
inconfiftent and contradictory to one another } 
ocherwife one incbnfiftency more would not make 
it the mofi inconfifient Church in the world. 

Dr. Beveridge fu^pofes ourwhole&idim 
God to confift of contradiftionsto region , whett 
r^y" ' 2. ismofitinu if God which hem 

• Dr. S.oo xH, fpeaking 9£ Oumintarnamtt^ 

fays, 

« r 

• Prirarc Jhpoghti^ 1^5^, 
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%»> t the Divinity which isprefem tp 

placesy cloth'd in pfi , is as ifweJhoMin» 
line not aril's the whole worU reprefenud upon, 
but alfo contam'd in one of our little artificial gU- 
i$s , or the body of the fun enveloped in a cloud as 
Hgm a man's hand , all which would he looked on 
as aftonijhitfg impoffiUlitys ; and yetasfarjhortof 
the ether , a4 the greatefl finite is of an infinite, 
between which the difparity is unmeafurable, 'Bw ■ 
that God fljould transform himfelf J andfubdue and 
masierall his glories^ soapojjtbiiityofhiimanappre- 
ienfien and omverfe , the beft reafon would have 
thought it fuch a thing as God fiOuU not do, had 
it not been actually done. It is ( as it were ) to 
cancel the efjential diftances ef things , to remove 
the bounds of nature, to bring heaven and earth, 
and ( what is mere ) both ertds of a contradidion 
" together. Again , the fame reverend per fon feys, 
P. ii6. in relation to his faith about Ac perfonotC*?ri/if, 
That were it not to be ador'd as a myftety , tt 
wotdd be exploded as a contradidion. 

« 

49S* Dr. Hbhry Mori^, in UsMyftery of God^ 
linefy fays , There is fearce Cbt^dhin Chrifc 
tendom at this day ( in the next page he affirms 
this, o/the whole vifible Church in what nation 
fiever under heofven ) which does not obtrude not 
mly plain faljhoods, but fmhfalfiioods that will 
appear to any fee fpirit pure contradiaims and 
impofflhilities , and that with the fame gravity, 
authority, and importunity , that they do the holy 
socles of God, To which I crave leave to add his 
judicious refleftion that follow^,, tho foreign to 
my prefent defign , That this conduHofthe prieji 
is a heavy fight to the truPf ^ligioHS^ andjoyitm 
{he profane, who take advantage thereby againfl 

the 
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the wholy myfhry of piety y tu if there was tw ' 
$rmh in it, bttaift thatfogrofi fdjhoodsareurfd 
upon them with the fame folemnefi as thofcthrngs 
that ( were it not for the ferious impudeme oj the 
priefi in other open faljities ) might pafiwish them 
for trm. 

^dly. A third inffance of the priejls conditHy 
is, their acknowledgment of a^'/^i, defers ^ and 
falfe do^irines in the Church 

Tht reverend Dr» G r a b £ fa maafiipporced 
at the chaise of her moft dcc^emMajeJty, en* 
courag'd bv the moft eminent Du iaes of our 
Church in his undertaking to publiQi th^Alexan" 
drian manufcript of the Septttagint, and employed 
bv our ecdefiaftical govemours to vindicate om^ 
i^blifli'd faith asaiiSl the reverend Mr. V^hxs- 
ton) acknowledges certain * abufes and defetls 
to have crept into our Church 5 particularly, 
haptifm by bare fprinkling^ not mixing water 
with wine in the Lord's fupper, and the eating 
(if btooi and. things ftrangled : all which abnfes ^ 
he lays , we are guilty of ^ in oppofition to the 
ancient Church all the world over, and the plain 
tefiimonies of fcriptures. How far the reverend 
dodov is in the right as to all thcfe particulars^ 
I do not prete0d.to fay : but with xcipeet to the 
U&, I have often wondered how men profe(Cng 
to believe in tht Bible, and particularly thofc who 
pretend to underftand it according to the fenie of 
the primitive Church , can live in the pra&ice of 
of eating blood and things Jlrangied, in oppoiiti^ 
oa to fb plain an infiitntion y precept, mAruU. 
For it IS forbidden by God in the Old Teftament Gcii. 9. 4. 
for a moral and eternal reafon, vix^. becaufethe Lcr.17.x4l 

* Mm tf en the DeSrim ifthei ylpefiUi p» ti. 
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Dept. 12. Hood is ths Ufe: and in ,the New Tefiament^ to 
Ads i< ^y^^^^ /''^ /iiajg* firanded md from blood, is 
20 28. ' ^i^u^*^ ^ ^ neeeffary thing. And this precept 
was fo religioufly oblerv'd by all Chriftians in 
the fiiil ages of the Gofpel, that T e r t u l l i- 
AN ftys. One experiment made ufe of hy yon 
(Heathens) for the difcovery of Chrijlians > is to try 
whether they will eat black-faddingsi yotts ttfeU 
knomng that they judg h uhUmfid to comndt 
that trunfgrejjion you command 

Dc. G&A^Ej as we are inform*d by f Dr. 
H1CKES9 was for refioring the pure primitive 
fraSHce md difcipline , which continued more or 

lefi corrected in the Church till the Reformation 
( which by this account was a Reformation back- 
wards^ particularly the practice of chrifm in con* 
firmatton-yOnoiming the fick with oih, confeffion^ 
vfacerdotalahfolutioH uajftdidali and prayer for 
the fouls of the dead'y the want of all which 
icing defeats in the Reformed Churches. 

Dr. H I c K £ s 4^ fpeaks of feveral things iwaj/!? 
in the Church^ 

Again he mentions particular defe5l$ , (uch as 
J the want of a fide-board or buffet to place the 
elements on before they are placed on the commit 
nion taUe^ and * going to Church in the fanm 
' drefi we go to plays and halls, ficc; 

The 

* Inter tentnmenU Chrijlianorum hotutoi CfMU diftentos 
admovctit t ccrtijjimi fcHicet tilicitum tjje fines iUos per 
quad ex^rhittire vultts. Opera , £d. Rigal. p. 10. 

t Account of Dr. Grabc , p, 8, 9, 10. 

t Prcf to Letters between him and a Vopiib ^riffi* 
• • $ I'rff to two Treat, p JJ, 14, fj» 
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He fays likewife , ''^ That in this Kingdom many 
umhri^Han maxims , extremely hurtful and de^ * 
tnmmtdl to the ChrifHan ReKpon , are received 
for Laws, vvb. » That the King is the (upreoi^l 
^, ordinary; That canons made by the Church 
^ Regent or Epifcopal College oblige not ChriP 
„ tiaas in confcience , without or asainft the 
„ King's coJifent^ Tkat the King by Aft of Par- 
Uament may deprive BiChops^ That he is the 
laft appeal of our Church in Spiritual cauies ; 
and that the Atis of Parliament touching eleSlioJi 
and confecration of Bifiop are unchrifiian% 

The reverend Mr* Lx sle y (ays ^ f That in 
Sweden they pray mt only for the Church in ge^ 
neral , tut for the Clergy before the King* Thus 
it is in all liturgies except ours. But the King in 
our liturgy is thrift in between the Church and 
the BifiopSy upon the notion , / fuppofe , of his 
hin^ head of the Church i and the whole Royal 
family are drawn in after him, as being heads in 
reversion. We improve ^ a?7d feem to take care in 
thc.firft place for our bodies before our fouls y and 
for this world mort than for eternity. But they 
retain the prinUtive form in Sweden they reform 
not hackwardsm 

Laftly, Our Liturgy fuppofes our Church de- 
fcftive, when we pray upon Afh^wednefdayiot 
the refioration of godly difciplino. 

« 

i\thly. A Fourth, injlancc oi the priejls eonduff, 
is , Their pro fefftng they will not tell the truth j • 
and making it matter of reproach in any of the 
(lUrg^ to tell the truth. 

Upon 

* Letter in the char AcliY of A^rimtiv* Biibog % t7l. 
XOif€i>fibt'i^le,t..%l, 
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Upan occafion of Dr, W a k e 's having endcav- 
oiirM to ftate law and ^li^^ry the pouter of 
our Princes aver ^Synods and Convecanens , Br. 

Attekbury fays , *Wereallthat Dr. W akb 
fays exprejly true and iujlifiable y yet whether the 
labouring the point fo heartily as he does ^ and 
Jbezving himfelf fo willing to prove the Church to 
have ne rights and privileges ^ be a wry decent 
part in a clergyman ^ he Staves to ins friends t9 
confider. 

Again , he fays , f could fuch a fine point be 
made out , yet furely it does not become clergymen 
to help it forward. Let us leave that dirty work 

to be do7ie by the profe^d enemies of Religion ^ and 
the order but let not the hands of Lcy i be emplofd 
in itm' 

A reverend Prelate, in a letter to Mr.WHis- 

TON about one of the moft important articles of 
the whole Chrilliaii Religion, the eternal divinity 
of our blejjed Saviour, fays to him, f If you are 
fure you are in the right in any matter wherein 
you have the Chunk's judgment againfimu ^ you 
psould be earefitl not to hreA the peace of the Church 
by writing againft it. If it were but one brother 
that would take hurt by your writing y theApoftle 
Rom. 14- f^^p it ^ not good to venture that , tho 
II. mu know you are in the rights forasitfoUoweth^ 
haft thou faith > have it to thy felf. 

Dr. Edwards of Oxford, fays with refpcft 
to the reverend Mr. W h i s t o n 's renouncing 
the do£lrines of the ever-blejfed Trinity , and the 

otemal 

t Xhid. p, 1 8 

t Vhifton'^frimfi. Cbri/i. ^•Li* Mt^ ^> 
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Internal dlvinitj of our Lord, That "* the oaths , 
fubfcriptions ^ foUmn and repeated decUraHons , 
thofe firong chains and fitors^ as one might 
jujlly imagin$ them to he, ought not to be broke 
through. So that according to this profound di- 
vine, the priefts are never to have any regard 
for tryth^ but when it happens to agree with 
the oaths they have once taken ^ and the fub- 
fcriptions and declarations they have once made. 
Thus a MiAometan or Popi(h priefi is for ever 
to continue true to his falfe oaths y fubjcript ions y 
and declarations and a Church-of'England priefi 
is to contmue true to his oaths, Qcc. not be« 
cauTe he is in the ri^t^ but becauTe he has 
Jwom and fubfcrib*d. 

That eminent Reformer Archbifhop C r a n- 
M E R , by the following qtury laid bv him be- 
fore Kinff HfiN&T VIII. fufficicntly flbow'd 
his diipoudon to conceal the truth - from the 
laity y and by confequence muft have {uppos*d 
the Ckrgy blamable in telling the truth. 

f ^ the clergy know that the common fort of 
mm have them in a higher veneration ^ hecaufe 
they are perfuaded that it lieth in the tviU and 

power of priefts to remit or not remit fins at their 
fleafurcy whether in fuch cafe the faid clergy 
offend, if they wink at this , and voluntarily 
Jf^r feefle to contimie in this opinion 2 

Laftly, the reverend Air. Whi s to n, who 

has for a long while had an intimate corrcfpon- 
dence with the Cheif of the eler^yoiour Churchy 

E % iays 

* D^Qrine of Original Sin, p. 1T4. 
. 1 Cannon*! *Asc9Hn$ #/ rw« MQtion$ in OnvHotim^ 
p. 14. ly. • 
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fays , that * artfully to conceal , difguife , or direSlly 
deny what they cannot hut inwardly know to he 
the truth , hat this day , be fears^ a fin tee cem^ 
men among feverd of the mere teamed and ju- 
dicious of the clergy* 

^thly. A fifth inflame of the priefis cenduR, 
is, If any good Chriftian happens to reafon better 
than ordinary y they prefently charge him with 
Atheifmy Detfm , Arianifm, er Socinianifm : as 
if good fenfe and orthodoxy could not iiibfift 
togedier. 

< Thus the reverend and religious Dr. CiTB- 
WORTH, who has written the moft learnedly of 
all the Divines of our Church , in his Intelle^ual 
fyflem ef the umverfe , againft Atheifm j is 
charg'd with being an Atheifl for that very book, 
by a -j- reverend Divine ^ who only qualifies it 
by faying. That the moji that Chanty it felf can 
allow the doCter, if it were to fflep forth and fpeak 
his mefi favourable ebara^rtotbe world , is^ that 
be is an Arian , a Sodnian, or a Deift. Thus 
the late Archbifhop Tillotson, and the pre- 
fcnt Bifhop of Saltdbury are charg'd with Socini- 
anifm by the % reverend Mr. L e s l E y j and in 
nbookof § Dr.HlCKEs's^ Dr.TiLtoTsoM 
is faid to be the gravefi Atbeift thai everavas^ - 

Thus the reverend Dr. Clarke, SUid Mr. 
SAMU£t £OiD^ & Mr. John Locke 

• are 

* %efl.§HaJifi» sffree-thifdfsni. p. 51. 
t Didic before a oftbeJdejpeb.p^ i^, t/i 19. l6x» 
t Lcflty V Cbgf^e ef Seemianifin ogioinfi Tillotfoti and 
Burner. 
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are chargM with Atheifin by the reverend * Mr. 
Carrol, and Mr. C hillingwokth, the 
ableft advocate we ever had againft Popery , goes 
commonly undei: the opprobrious name oi Socinian^ 

6th1y A fixdi inftance of the prhfis conduSi, is^ 
their rendring the canon of f capture uncertain* 

Dr. Q & AB£ feys, | that the Canon of [crip- 
ture was not made while the Apofiles wereaUvei 
no not prefently after the martyrdom £ t £ k 
and P AU L « when C£ EM £NS wrote his Epifile 
to the Corinthians j wherein the Old Teflammt is 
frequently cited, tut not one Pajfage out of tb§ 
New, except from thofe Epijtles vMch Paul 
bad writ to the Coruitbians. Trom thence it is 
to he infer\l, that Clemens thought the Co- 
rinthians were acquainted with no other fcriptures, 
hut Pauls Epi/iles to them. The cafe is the 
fame in refpefl of Ba&na^as and H£ k m a s ^ 
whof the my ioth wrote a little after the- de^ 
$ntfHon of Jeniialem^ have net cited any book 
oj the New Tejlament.. 

Dr. 

« Ttgmeeki on CUikeV LeSmree^ Ihpmee rfOke Itgm 
meH^0 Dijert* ^ainfthotk^ * 

t dfwt fimrum likfoTum mm fietim ek initio Buhfism 
vivis odhm ^Afoft^Ut , fa&m eret f into m mem 
fofi rndttytkm Pmii%& fury, ^oo temfen S. Clenuits 
€pifi9lam dabdt /td Comtbtos^ eanon eras c»niitH$% fiqai'- 
dim fdpijjimi vneri$ qmdem Ttfiameoti firipsuret •mi/* 
lam Vifg mvi Inftrtmenti titl^nwO^ except is u% qit£ ad 
iffie Corintbiei eit ^eftete dat£ erant^ Uteris : mde celli'^ 
g^e efif Clenumnm nallat olios Cmntbi^ notas extfii- 
mofi. SitmUs qoctjite rati^ Barnaha & Herma. quo* 
mm merqae pauto foft exeUUtim HierefUfmitmnm finp* 
fit^ turner nUmn mod t^kmmti liknm^ MUiaoit. - 
€ll« Secal. 1. p. 3to» 
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Dr« Mills fays^ ^ T!h$r$ wns no colleHUn^ 
nmde 0/ any books of fcrJpmre, whether of EpiJiUs 
orGofpelsy till above threefcore years after the- 

death of ChrijL Nos of the EpiJlUs certainly \ for 
concerning the authors and authority oj fome of 
thefe^ there were great difputes and doubts in the 
ApofioUcal Chwrthos in the fallowing agosi which 
had never happen* d, had any of the laft furvi- 
njtng Apoftles conjiituted a Canon. Nar of the 
four Go/pels y the readirig of which in ibe Churches 
was not then determined and agreed en 9 as jJhaU 
(hew prefently. 

Dr. Bevekidge fays , f Among all tie 
Pfore ancient zvr 'iters of h.cclejiajiical matters , you 
will hardly Jind two that agree in the fame num» 
ber of eanonical hooks f 

Agaixi he fays, % No one cm l^ejgnorant ^ that 

fome 

^ Hue ufqdi, nmUrum eh ann9 evtdgatd efifloU prhrk 
D» PauU ad TheJfaL ad temfut ufyue tditi f§Mmk ipetip* 
dimuUumftre dice fecultm, ^erfi erent In UM» ec 
fipdrat/m eircumfenbantmr finguti^ al/fytte omm cdtttorum 
comitMu . Nondum emm net feSU c§lUSlio aii^ud Jivt efifio* 
lerum^ Jive etiam evang§li9YHtn, Non epiftolamm £irtig 
fiqutdem de ahquarum tn bis feu dutortbus feu autoritate , 
ofud igfiu €eclgfiei%^foltolkAS feeulu pfoxim Jequentibm pri* 
vetim dubimum ac publice difputatum fmt : Id quod neuti* 
^uem aceidiffet fi dUqu9 ^ptfielnu^ ddhuc fuperfiiu • 
ae prefirtim fomme,' terms ipjermn numerus ffniffa stnfii^ 
tut MS Neque veto Evanielipfum : de hi fie fiiu pidtuor in cede* 
fid ieSitandis nihil ddhue eit$i difimtluu tfdSf uti 'meu e^tm^ 
ddm, Miilii Proleg. 13. 

t Inter omm^vetttfiiim rerum ecdtfidfliurum Smpteres 
inu dm9i in esdem numero ItbrorumtemmenmioefimUnsu 
faeries. Apud Entii Bibl. Sandaip, p. 376* 

$ Dtf mnnuUii vert canonicis xApefiolerum librist tri^ 
hus prioriliiu Chriftidnifini fecuOt dnbimum fatfje , ntmimm 
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pme of the tndf cammed books of the Apo files 
w$ri doiAted of in the three fir (I centuries ofchrifii" 
amty. 

7thly. A Seventh in fiance oftheii* conduct, is, 
their otvni$tg and labouring to prove the text ef 
the fcripture to be frecarioftem 

The reverend Mr. Gregory of Chrtfi-r 
Church, in Oxjord iays, There is no profane 
author whatfoever, caeteris paribus, has fufier*d 
fo much by the hand oftisne, as the Now Tefla^- 
mens has done. 

Dr. Mills has publifh'd a bookcontainmg 
all the various reading of the New Tofiament he 
has been able to meet with; and they ^unount/ 
according to a f late author, to above 30000. 

How the text (that is the Orthodox Church of 
England text) of fcripture vo affefted by this 
work of Dr. Mills, you may fee by chelate 
learned Critique of Dr* Whitby , who . 

in general thus declares his judgnicnt of it. 
Says he, 4^ The vafi quantity of variom readings 

E 4 colUcied 

♦ Prfftf^e to Ills Vofihwnom Werki* 
t Vref^ Nov, Tift. WetfteniU 

X Variant rum U^hnum immenjk moles multorum anUnos 
fujptnfis redder , iiftjHi jHfpictenes haudparveuinjictet fparum 
quid certi ex libris in omni commate , imo in omni fere 
€9mmatif parte vatiantibus . expeSari pojfe. Depravationcm 
ilUm textui Grsci, qus ejus antoritatem lahefa^et , ex ma- 
g^nd Hid U^ionum varietate t quam in extmpUrif/U'S Gr^ck 
^ Stephani invenit , arguit Morinus : pantos igitur dg 
textti eodem triumphos agent Pontificit , cum viderint em 
le^ones a MiUia qnadrupio auBiores fuBiU , & dtmum up- 
fendiee copiofd hcupletaidsl Id infuper cnuf€tioffrs hnudpA* 
mm •ffcmtKifiim^ qi^edcerrHpielMt interp^lMi^ntfyuc hmi 

pdU$M 
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tdURei hy the do5lor ^'nmfi ef caurfe make thi^ 
mini doubtful or fufpUi^s, that. nothing cortain 
can be expeHed from books y where there are vari-^ 
om readings in every verfe , and almoft in every 
fart of every verfe* Morinus argued the 
depravation of the Greek text, which feems to 
weaken its authority , from the great variety of 
readings that he had found in the manufiript copies 
qfK. Stephens. How will the Papifts tri^ 
umph over the text of fcrtpture , when they fee 
thofe readings made four times gu many , and at 
hngth increased by a large appendix f More^over, 
it does not a link hurt our caufe of Protefiamy, 
that the do6lor confidently affirms % that not a 
few corruptions and interpolations have happened 
almojl from the beginning of Chrijiianity^ and in 
the Afoftolick ^e. ^ 

Laftly 

S. Scriptuns accidijfe fidtnter Millim fronunesit. %^hitbyi 
Exaiiicu Var, Led. MiUii,^. 3, 4, 

* It (teint matter of dtfiute , on -^jccafitn 0/ Dc. Mills's & 
Dr. Whitbys performances ^ Vihsthcr the numerous various 
readings do ajfeff the text of Icriprure or ^2 fhall ended- 
tiour to fiate the matttr 4* dtjhnULy as I can m the follow- 
ingohfervatiom, 

J. Were there an original manufcri^t of the fctiptures 
under the hands of the sttfpired Luther s jet extant i Or h^d 
the fever aI copifU in all ages of the Church been jnfpired in 
tranfcribing them / It is pofible ive might have had a moft 
perfe^ text, of tha' moji perftU book^. printed. 

1 But it not having p/^4jV divine providence to make 
ufe of either of thefe methods » lue are \jince our falvation 
is fappos'd ta depend on the right underfiAnding of the fccip*" 
tures) ebligd tt build our faith on a more unceccain foun^ 
elation t ir by Critical guefles upon the infinite number of 
VAriotu readings to maks ^ text for our felvesi u W do in 
thf cafe of Terence or any other antient %Asethor- 

5* There is Jitlt a farther uneertainty in fixing the xponU 
•/Sciiptarc by Ccltical f^Mtl[e$ttbAn of any 9thef antient^ 

books : 
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• ' LaMv , Or. Mx i 1 8 has <li{cover*d a "^'fajfage 
{ very little known before , and which efcap'd' 
the enciuirics even of father Simon, who has 
labour'a Co much to prove the uncertaimy of the 
texf of fcripture ) giving an account of a genera! 
alteration of che Text of the four Gofpels in 
the fixth century 5 ftnd this recorded by V 1 c x o r 
ofTmuis, an African Bifhop , who f flmri/h*d 
in that very age , in his Chronicon , which lias been 
only printed byCANisiusat Ingoljiad in i <^oo. , 
and by Joseph Scalzgeh in his edition 
of dieCi^r^^mJUofEusBBius. The is as 

follows^ % In the Confulfhip of hi ^ll K^atthe 

B y command 

hooki; betaufe many of the varitus readings ef fcr'fptmt b^n/e 
bien made not only thrS ignorance and nqUggttci * Out thrS> 
defign u fupport either Orthodoxy or Heteredoxy ;xu/&frM 
the various r endings of other ant tent author j are ekeijfj twm£ 
to the ignorance & nezHgtnce of tranfcrihers, 

4. Tho the text 0/ Scripture he , Itki the text of all other 
Mntient bookie riftdereduncuuinthro the ignorance & ne^li^ 
gence of trnnfcriberf , and mon uncertain than all othert 
thro the vjilful corruptiens of troufcrihers ; let it is evident . 
that the more antient manufiripts there are which remain to m 
^ the more eollatians an made of them, the better arei^tim 
tical Chrifliins qualify d to fix a true text of fcripture for 
themfehes. ^And by conjequence fuch Criticks at Father 
Simon ^ Dr. Bentlcy ought to be better Bclcivers & in a 
more direct rood to falVdtien tbanotbtr* who Are inferin l# 
them In Ciiticiftu. 

jr. It it no iefs evident that the number ofvanoutreadinge 
they are real^coiua^d by Dr. Mdls render that printed 
Text from whence the Church of England Bible is tratiila- 
|ffl I 9r indeed any other Text -whether manufiript or pr in- 
tend I fi very mcertain that we may jujlly comlude with a 
tevetend Divmf, That wc fhould have more o£ the true 
test by being Icfs tenacious of the printed one. Cl^gy* 
mam Tbattki m a Otter ta Dr. Bently. j 7. 

* Ptel^em* 

t Cavc'iH/^. 41 y. 

t M4ptlU Cenfuli , ^naftafio Imperatore jubente \ fanSfa 
ftf^nxeHd^ tm^mtm ab idtohs Mvanieliftis eomuojiu, repre* 
iKnintttm&MtmHddntttg. 
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emmandoftbe Emperor kn^ ast ksius, theh^ 
Gafpels , as written by f ignorant Evangelifls , are 
corre5led and amended. The dotUr Ukewife tells 
us, that St. Isidore Bifliop of Seville relates 
the fame £id in liis Chromcon. 

%thly. An eight Inftance of the conduftof the 

Clej^, by which they make free-thinking neccf* 
fery, is their daily publijhing of books concerning 
the nature of Cod, and the truth and authority 
of the fcriptures , wherein they fuggeft the argu* 
ments of unbelievers $ and more particularly ^ 
Treatifis in dialogue, where tfiey aftually intro- 
duce -/^^Af//?^, Deijis , Seep ticks J and Socinians , 
fjpeaking in behalf of their opinions^ and that 
{ unlels you will fuppofe the priejis to be unfair 
writers in controverfy ) with the iame ftrei^h j. 
iiibtilty, and art, thole men ihow either in uieir 
books or conyeriation* 

pthly. . A ninth inftance of the priejis condud , 
is as follows : There is but onecompleatancienc 
fyflem of Athetfm ( vix>. Epicukus*s Jyflem 
written by Lucretius ) left us upon record; 

and the prie/is will not fufFer that to lie hid in a 
learned language 5 but one of them , the late 
reverend Mr. Creech, has tranflated it into 
Engti/h verfe , for the benefit and entertainment 
of the Engli/h reader. And there are more re- 
commendations of Divines prcfix'd before his per- 
formance, than ever 1 faw before any Religious 
or devout author whatfoeverj and thofe all emi-. 
ncnt and high Diyin^s^ fuch as the reverendDr« 

t PfuUUmbims tiffienfiri Renatkt •» tkil>ifc. offml 
thinking , p. 84. 

* Ltaty*sPUl^lHmiHaDH04md a Cbriihdm t 8tr». 
•ridhis DiatoptabaVMiisSwmonMidaCkrJSfumt 41^. Ki« 
^koh'sCwfirmtwitkaTkeifi: indMiiyoKbeDi* 
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EDW4KD BERHA&p^thereverendDr.DuKE^ 
the reverend Dr. A d a m s , Provoft of King's- 

College in Cambridge , and the veveread Mr. Jo- 
shua Barnes, and divers others 5 in whofe 
company appears alio the right mode fi and 0r$h9^ 
dox nuitrm Mrs* A. B£H n. 

« 

lothly. A Tenth inftance of their conduct , fe, 
their nje of pomjrmdi in tranjlating andpiibliflt* 
ing of books. 

In the old Proteftant BibU, * printed in King 
Edwakd the VFs days^ and in the beginning 
of Queen Elizabeth reign in the year i jdz* 
the word JEwcAi^o'itf^ was tranflated every where 
Congregation J and not Church ^ whereby great 
offence was given- to the Papifts : but the reve- 
rend tranjlators of the prefent common Bible hsLVC 
in fome places render'cl it-rfj^Wy, andinothers 
Church, with dcfign to have us believe that the 
word Church fignile$ the priefi. For wherever 
the word'E)C5cA>j(ritft Jiianifeftly fignifies the People^ 
as it does in Aiis 19. ^z. there they rendei: it 
Afembly : whereas had they faid , The Church 
( inftead of Affembly ) was conjus'd , and the 
more part knew not wherefore they were come to- 
gether 5 the fignification of the word Church would 
not have admitted of any doubt about its mean- 
ing. And wherever the meaning of the word 
*£9exAi9tf^i« is not fo dear from the context as it 
is in the foregoing paffige pfthe^^r^x, there they 
tranllate it Churchy as tor inftance in Mat. X%. 
V'^ '^i^ ^^^^ C^^rc^. By which the Prions un- 
dcntand, TeUthePrteft. Whereas were the woid 
EKA)\.>;ctct always tranflated alike, eiiher every 
where Church, or every where jtffemily , 

there 

♦ P4rkir*$Li[thy Strypt , p. 
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there could be no difpute who are meant 
'EwcMlw*; not by confequence, to whom be- 
long the great privite which th'?«Sj°"i 
the fcriptilc giveu to Aofe who are figmfy'd by 

that word. 

The reverend tranfUtors of the Bible have put 
another pious fraud upon us , by mfeitmg the 

fiL^STEPHEN, MWwguponGod, ondfoymt, 
<*.7.S9- ^Zdjls receive withoi« the leaft 

foundarion either from any manufcnptor printed 
whatfoever of the Jicw TciMt m any 
language. 

Likewife to conceal the true meanii^ rfthe word 
»««,^ the reverend fr4»//rtW" have rea- 

^ obce fevcral perfons inonecongregationi 

Sh^^S hey uaSflated it BiM^> ( ^^^l 
yhereas baa in y ^^^^ appcar'd that 

^''c'^ ?ifB?ftrwasnotaDi««/.« Bi(ho{. ^J, 
a fcnpture ^ijhL and Presbyter, 

dbefe vLt -en who are caU^ here 

enteenth verfe. 

m conceal the Order ofDeMomfftt,^ 

no ngktoany h^S«f^^S:o«n o^^^^^ 
Church open pew )^gnoun^ 

"^•^H^^^iL'o/r.^cW? vvher^the o^ ^ 

Church. ■ 
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In the poftfcript of tbe fecond Epifth to Ti* 

MOTHY, Timothy is called the firfl Bijhop of 
the church of the Ephefians, and mi\\Q polhript 
of the Hpijlle toTirvs, Titus is called the 
firfi Bifloop 0f the Church of the Cretians : but 
both thefe were proY'd in Parliament tobef 
and fpuriotet additions , made by (bme ahtient 
^riefis, and continii^d by our reverend editor u 

To give authority^ to tbe three Creeds usM in the 
Common-prayer books, and reco^niz^din the Ar^ 
tichs of the Church , one is caff'd the Apojlles , 
another the Nicene , and the laft 5/. Athanajius'sy 
whereas it is pail difpute, that not one of them 
belongs to the authors ^ or author, to whom it. 
is attributed. But to da juftice to the compUors 
of the Common-prayer hook and Articles ^ I do 
allow this might proceed from ignorance as well 
as defign. But the reverend Examiner of the 
Bifliojp of Sarum*s Expofition on the ^9. Articles 
is plamly for continuing this impofidoni when 
he fays y % That it wotUd have been proper for 4JS 
Expojitor to have made the beft of the Article ^ 
rather than to have taken pains to have fl)owntho 
Creeds were not righdy nam'd j and that the Bifhop's. 
honell difcovery does not comport with the dtfiffk 
of the Article. 

Even in matters of left confequence they cor- 
rupt books. Thus the revei enci Mr. Brown, 
Reftor o£SHnhridg in Kent y U'anllated into Englifb 
fome Letters of father P a u i , and printed them 
in 1^93. and in his traiiflatioh has imotherM the 
moft remarkable and valuable padages that are ta 

bo 

t Diurnal Occurrences, 123, 124. 
. * Biihoif of Saniin'i fypof. 106* 
t ^refM. £xamin, f^4i« 
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be found in thofe £e/f iffs, Someofthebftaiices 
vrill give you fome e0tertjuiimeiit. 

• He has omitted thefe words : i . If the * King 
9f England ( meaning King James the iiift ) 
Wire not more a doHor than a King, 

2. If the King c?/ England were not a defter, 
fome good might be looked for. But the moil re- 
markable onuiTion is this which follows. 

J. Tor the Englilh, faysP^PAUL, J fear. The 

great power of the Bijhops , the under a King, 
makes me fufped fomething. It or whemuer they 
have an eafy Prince y or an Archbijhop of an high 
fpirit, the Royal power will dwindle , and the 
Bilheps will afpire to an ahfelnte idonAnion. ife- 
thinks I fee in England the hfrfe bridled and faddled, 
and the old Rider, as Igt^f^ willjhortly get upon 
his back* 

The reverend tranflator ofBATTMGARTEN's 
Travels , m C h u R c H i L 's CelleiHon of Voyages, 
has ftifled a paflage that contains two very re- 
markable particulars , which are as follows f With- 
out the city Grand Cairo on the banks of the 
Kile, they fhow^d usaMofque, where during the 
$ime of divine fervice the dead are faidte come out 

of 

* Vrefacc, p*^9* 

t Extra urbem tn tip a NilimHfihk^aqifddam nobis mwitfd^ 
U eft , M tempore quo facta peragmt , hamati efepulcris pftdir 
rt dicuntftr , ac donee fuos ojjtnionefacros fitm perngHnt, fiA" 
hiles immobiUfque cenjtflere demum & difparere s qued qui ign9^ 
ret in Cairo nemo eft. Vidimus infuper ibi lacum quendom Ml- 
gent em , Niio ccntiiHum . qmfmgulis Annisfertur rubefeereht* 
ftarcTMYis: quo d forte fitinmemmampUg^iUius t/Bgyptus^ 
qua aqua omnts m fanimntm vtrfo mmeraniur* Pcregtiiia* 
tionei^ 1. I.e. 1 8. 
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H/* thtir graves , and to continue eut of the ground 
as long as divine fervice holds ^ andihen tovamfo 
put of fight. This is affirmed by , every body m 
Grand Cairo. We faw likewife there a certain great 
lake, which is reported to be as red cvs blood once 
a yeary which perhaps continues in memory of that 
Egyptian plague , by which the waters ef Egypt 
werefaidtebetsfrndinsebleedm 

The right reverend Bifhop Pell corrupted In 
many places W o o d 's Hijlory and Antiquities of 
the Univerfity of Oxford , while it was in Ae 
preis I and in particular ftmck out (everal paffir 
ges wherein Wood had done juftice to Mr. H o 
BEs, and inferred others in their ftead, deroga- 
tory to his fame and charafter. Of this Mr. 
Wood himfelf acquainted Mr. Hobb.bs; and 
if you have the curiofity to fee what the akera* 
tions were^ you may nnd tliein inHosBBs^sp. 
life^ 

In flhort, thefe frauds are very common in all 
books which are pnbhik dbyprieftsfloiprieftlyfstei^^ 
and becaufe ibme few may think amifi of^mfiw 
it, I will not conceal the apology that may be 
made for this praftice. It is certain , they may 
plead the authority of the Fathers and the antiesUf 
Chriftian priefls for forgery , corruption , mangling 
and defiruaion of Authors , with more reaiba 
than for any of their Artides of faitb. For St. 
Jfi&OM fays, If therefore I have tranjlated 

the 

* St igtmr . (^UA bona funt trmftuH, & maU vet amp». 
tdvi vel cerrexi veltaau » arguendus fum , cum per me Leu 
tint bona Oripnis hdieAnt ij- mnta $gnorent ? Si h»c e{l cti, 
mtn^ arguar^r & Hilar im : Sit in culpa VenelUnJis ^ ami 
•mnium PjalmerHm commetHnrios kxretict homtnis iEft/ibii 
Csjmmfa ] vertiS in nofinm eUqmm, karetics ftatirmis^ 



114. 
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th^ good things of O r i G E n , and corre5lid or 
eonceatdthebad, ami to be blamed for making mm 
acquainted with what is good in him , and keif* 
ing 'cm ignorant of what is bad in him ? If this 
be a crime , St. HiLAmrj^^ guiUy as I am. 
£us£Bius Vekcellensis u likewife in 
fault, who tranfiated into Ladn the Commentor 
riefofnvsB^ivs of CseSiteiL a grand heretick , 
but has onntted all his herefies. I fay nothing of 
ViCTORiNUs and others j left I (Ijould feem 
not fo much to defend my felf, as to feek cornpUces 
in the fame crime. And likewife before St. Je- 
r&msiaiDAj asa learned Author infonns us > * The. 
Qreek Clergy had fo much credit at Court that the 
Emperors for their fake , burnt the works of many 
of the old Greek Poets. And therefore we have 
tofi the Plays 4^M£MAND£R, Apolloqo*- 
Phxeemon, and Alexis^ and the 
Poms ojStiPP^o, Ekinka^ Anacreon^ 
MiMNERMUs, BiON CT* Alc/eus. jind 
injlead of thofe ^ the Poems Gregory Na- 
zi a n z e n were fubfttiuted 5 which tho they excite 
an ardent z^eal for Religion, yet they fall port of 
thofe others in propriety of words elegancy of 
exprejfton* Thefe priejts were indeed Jhamefitlly 
injurious to the old Greeks ^ hut they gave the 
fjreatefi t^iimony of Integrity , Probity , ^ Reli^ 

ffon* 

■ 

tern* Tace^ de inSerhm ViSmnenmfi it ceteris'^ nrne 
um me dtfendere, qaase fietomm €r$mims videer fearerem 
Adv. VigiUniittm. Of. Tvm. 1. p. 3t2» 3 15* £d. 
Erafmi. 

* Saeerdetsi Craeos tanta flemje auteritate apud Csfaris 
Mftantinos ; nt imegra ill^nm g^ratia ecmf^lura de veterihm 
Crdds Poemata lombufmnt. ^t^ut ita Mcnandri* Apol- 
lodori » Philemonis. Alexis & Alted Oimim^ 
imeriidifft. Turn freitu fubfiitmaH^zknitnine^riioimatai 
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gt09h f Nor didGKBGOKT ^ib Gn S AT^/i&t 

Apoftle of England y make lejS havock among the 
Lat'm Authors^ when under the pretenje of an 
auftere fan£tiiy he cans'd the Fala$ine library of 
Home be bumK 

- I might go on to aiUgti other injlances of the 
friejls conduH , fiich as their declamations againft 
reajin^ their arts and methods of difeouraging ex* 
aminathn into the truths of Region > and their 
encmragin^ $xamnathn,wh,eiL authority kiffanA 
them^ or when they think that truth is clearly on 
their fide ; their intliliing principles into youth > 
t;'c. But that 1 may not run this letter into too 
great a length , I torbear infifting on thefe and 
many other inftances of their conduBy which I 
could aflign. And therefore (hall now conclude " 
from thofe foregoing, that Jince the priefts, not, 
only of different religions and fedis ^ bui of the 
fame ftH^ are infimtely divided in opinion about 
timnaturo and attributes of God > and the auibo-' 
fity and meaning of fcriptures-y fince we have 
fr lefts who acknowledg the do^rines of our Church , 
which they have folemnly fivorn to preach up , to 
be contradi^ory to onei amther and to reafon ^and 
that ftveral abufes , defeElSy and falfe do^rines ■ 
are crept into the Church % fince they profefs they 

F 'wia 

' ^nm etfi excitem amims nofirarum hominttm ad fta^fanthrem 
l{tligiw* €HitMmi nen tamen vefh§rHm Accicorum proprig* 
Utemir Grxcs Lingua eitprntUm docem Turpittr quidem 
ifti faendMei m veteres Grmcoi maUvQlifuermt ; fed Jute* 
gfitatis. Prekitatis^ &Heltgtoms maximum dederc teflime-^ 
nimm. JohtHnes Medice« apad Barnefil vitam Anacre* 
•ntti. f. 6i* 

t Nite Gregocitifl 1994^1111^ , Saxonum nofirorum Patmm 
•Apefielms iU^^ minmt in Latinas liters peeeatntf qmndo 
Sikiiotkeeam UUm Palailiunn Tl^md eombunndnm €urmnt% 

^ecie*. Bttnefi Vita Anacccon* 
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ivHi n^ tin fhi frmh thimfih$s , and makf tt 

muter of reproach m th* dergy t» tf tbi *ntth^ 
Gnu they prejudice men agatnfl thth #w» <fo«r»- 
nes, h infirittatuns oftnfidelttyandherefy.agamfi 
Miooi Chrifiians who are men of Jenf$\ jmc» 
th^ render both the eanon and text of firhture 
trecdtious and untettairH fifki tbeyM mmheads 
with irrelipoits notions, l>y pubUjhing th* argtf 
ments of infidels , and reviving i he old fyftems of 
Mheifmi a»d l^h, fin^' th^'i '^re 5«'f^y , , f' 
mn'j ouaftom » of frauds tn th, fubl^tngof 
hooks: we have M vtarj of fettlmg Mrfehes M « 
mht notion of God; in the ritepthn oftheprefm* 
canon Offcripture, and that /acred Greek text of 
the tfew Tefiament which ts commonly printed % 
And in the belief ofth* doeirine, and pra£Hce of 
the difcipllne ahd worjhip if the Ghatth of En- 
dand , as founded on thit fUr* Httti ttff W0 
% eafy in our own minds under thepre}it/iicesAtt4 
digctdties which the priefis put into us agatnfi. 
ihefi tntths, hut hy ceaftng te rely en them, and 
thinking freely ./ir onr fihiei, 

SECT. III. 

I Have frequently obferv'd iaconyerfatjon , that 
meii are more led by certain difficulties and 
objeaions, which they pick up, to 
is certain and true , than they are to admit anf 
thing for true by virtue of .1 proof * />nm. 
Wherefore 1 wiU »ow confider the principal ob- 
jeftions I have met with , in the mouths oi the 
hncere , to examination and fi^htnktng. 

ift,li h objeacd. That to ftt^fofe men have* 
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right thmk m M fuhjeSis , kto engage tbem 
m ewjinries for vM$h tkiy m was qmdify'd y 
the bulk of mankind really wanting a capacity to 
think jufily ai^out any fpeculations : and therej 
fore^tts ahfurd to affert that men have a right 
$& tbmk foeehf, muck tHore that it k tbeir(hty 
to think freel%. To whidi I ufwer* 

I That to allert only a bare right in viny mati 
to ck> a thiAg > implies a right in him to let it 
alone 9 ii he thinks Ht. And therefore no niaa 



of his right to think freely^ unlefs he judges him- 
1^ fu£aemly qusdifyU 

To nffert it i» all mens duty to think-Jreely^ 
•n cemia liibf^fts ^ ei^^es them only in enqui* 
ries on thofe fubje£fcs, which they who contend 
for the necedlty of all mens a£enting to certain 
lUFOpoficions^ moil allow all men are qualify'd to 
doi for the only way to.knpw what opinion I 
ought to have in any nmM, » %Q thmk; about 
tint nutter f and to fuppofe that God requires 
me to believe any opinion y and liai not put into 
my power the means of underibttdttlg the 
grounds of thai opinion » i$ dh6ixi^ 

3« Suppofingilieb«tk«f mankind do want thf 

capacity to think freely on matters of fpeculation^ 
I do then allow, that free-thinking can be no 
duty. And th& pri^ mi»0i Ukewife allow « that 
men can be no way coneera'ii about truth on 
£d&hoodin fpecubiiye mattess^ and that the be- 
lief of no opinions cart be juftly required of them. 
But'ftill the right to think freely will remain 
untouched for ^ thofe who are difpos'dto^/^i^^ 
frtely. , 



needs 




himfelf in any enquiries by virtue 
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zdly. It Is obieftedy That u tiUow enem* 

rage mm to think freely will produce endlef 
di vijirons in opinion , and by conftqumu difgrd^ir 
^ focietj. To which 1 anfwer. 

U Let dny man lay down a rule to prevent 

diverfity of opinions, which will not be as fertile 
of diverfity of opinions as free-thinking ; or if it 
p£«veiu$ diverdty of opinions > will not be a 
remedy worfe than the dtfeafes and 1 will yield 
up the que(Uon» 

1. Mere diverfity of opinions has no tendency 
in n4ture to coniuiion in fociety. The Pytha* 
goreans. Epicureans, Stoicks, pUtonifts, Acade-^ 
fnkks^ Cy nicks ^ and Stratonkks, all exifted in 
dreeee at the fame time> and differed from -one 
another in the moft important points s viz. con- 
cerning the freedom of human atlions, theimmor'^ 
taUty and immateriality of the fof$l^ $hi being and 
nature of the Gods, and their gwornmmt of th$ 
world \ And yet no confiifion ever arofe in Groeeo 
on account of this diverfity of opinions. Nay, fo 
far were the differences among Philofophers from 
being fuppos'd to have any tendency towards con- 
fiifion miociety^ that the * Epicureans as well as 
other Philofophers had falarys fetled on them by 
tlic Government:. Nor did the great variety of 
veligious and worfliips , which in old Rome were 
ef f fix hundred dijjerent kinds y ever produce 
any gretl diforder or confiifion among the an* 
tients. Nay , fo little poUrmek divinity .was there 
among them, and fo little mifchief did the Hea- 
then priefis do, that there are no materials for 
l^t ion of hiftory c^*d ecclefiafiical bifiory : for , 

as 

* GAjfendi tU Viia & jnorikus Epieuri, Cap« jr. L a» 
iJ^ t l^fjm de nMgmtiuL % 4. c« f • 
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as that univerfal fcholar , Grotius, obferves 
EcctefiaJUcal hijiory confsfts of nothing but the 
Villanys of (be governing Clergy^ And the ti ue 
reaibn » why no ill etfe^ foUow'd this divcrfity 
of opinions both in Philofophy and Divinity was» ' 
becaufe men generally agreed in that mild and 
peacable principle of allowing one another to 
think freely j and to have different opinions. 
Whereas had the common pra£Uce -of .calittnay 
us'd among Chriftians prevaUM among ihem> cnr 
lia J they condemn'd one another to fire and fag- 
got, imprifonment and fines in this worlds and 
damnation m the next J and by chefe means have 
€ngag*d the pafHons of the ignorant* part of 
mankind in their ieveral parties 5 thenconfiifionji 
diforder, and every evil work had followed 3 as 
it does at this day among thofe Chriftians who 
allow no libeny of opinion. We may be con* 
vincM of this by our own experience. How 
many diipuces are thcire every where among Pht" 
iofophersy Phyficians^ and Divines which > by 
-the allowance of free debate, produce no ill 
cffefts? Further, let any man look into thfi hif^ 
tory and ftate of the Twrks , and he will fee {he 
influence which their tolerating principles and 
temper have on die p^ce of their Empire. It 
is amrm'd in their Alcoran y '\ that one who lives 
as be ought to do^ whether be be Cbriftian or 
jFnc; » or whether he hath forfaken one profejfton^ 
to embrace another i every one that adores God, 
and does the Mng that is good^ /hall medoubted^ 
ly obtain the love of God. And purfuant to th«i|;' 
principles has been their praftice; for from the 
b^inning of their JEmpire to this day^ they have 
^ . ! F ; ; * tolerafeqd 

eeprum virm? £piftoL yi'teL I , . j 
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Tariotts ieAs^ and pitttlciilafly 'Glinftians (u^on 

the terms of paying a fmall tribute) tho tbofe 



jbeif ipcefent pvote£iior6j» if the fimpke was in 
their hands. The peace of the Tmlnpa Empire 

is fo perfeft (in refpeft to the peace among 
Chriftians) by vittue of the charity and toleration 
which prevail among them» that our pious 
Bifhop T ATX. OR 'gys^ Mt could mt bm^^ 
fe6i that God tmula enlargi the ^mmdf jgT fbe 
Turkifh Empire , or forne way lor ether punijh 
Chriftians by reafon of ibeir fertinacious dijputing 
of thingi unnecejfary^ undetxtminahLe and umpro^ 
fitahle, iomd for their hating a»i perjetming their 
iretbreny udUcb Hmdd h a$ dear ta item m 
their own lives j for not confenting to one another^ s 
follies and fenflefS vanities » So that it is evident 
matter of fad , that a rejiraint upon thinking is 
•die caiife of all the conftdHon which isf eetendoA 
to ariie diverfity of opimoiis $ aad that 
liberty of thinking is the remedy for all thedilbrw 
ders which are pretended to arife&omdiy^eiifity 
of opinions* 



^dly. It is obfefted » l^ait ifjko'Mnking it 

aUotv^d, it is pojfible fome men may think them- 
felves into Atheifm j which is efieem'd thegreateji 
iff all evils in government. To wJbicb I aniwer 

It My Lord B A.C o m lays y f The^cmtemplatkm 
Jitbeifi is rare : Sot many Divines maintain that 
there never was a real Atheiji in the world* And 
fince the matter of fad is ib uncertain as <to be 
^xisdt ^problem, there feemsto need oo provi* 
iion againft iuck a mmfier, If 

♦ EpifiU X}id, to iMfirty if Vrofhecpng. 
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. If there is any fiich ran monjiir as an Athtnfi^ 
B A Y ^ D has given us his Chardfter thefe wOFds^ 
Th0 fool hath /aid i> his htart, $h€r9 U m Qod^ 

that is, no one denies the exigence qf a God b« 
fome idle, unthinking, fhallow /ellow. An4Mi*» 
H o B B £ s fays , f i%at they wk» Art C4f^l.e of 
inffidling the vo/ets of gemrAtim , m94 mtritioni 
md nof think tkm fnado fpr tlmr fovfr^ mds ^ 
an underfianding heing , ought to ieefiotm'dde/lt'' 
tute of underfianding themfelves. And my Lord 
3 A c o N furcbei: judicioufly r^smaiks , ^ that a 

MttU philofophy en dine th mens fJfin4$ fo^theifm^ 
but depth in philofophj bringeth mens minds about 
to Retigien. Ami ms obfetvatioQ is confirmed by 
experience. For in ignorant Popi.fb countries^ 
where free-thinking paflles for a crime , Athei fm 
mo& abounds ^ for frwthinking b^gipg baniih'd^ 
js riemains o^Ly for ms^ tpl^kf up their {Leligio^^ 
.upon tnifl; fi om Aetrisft ^ whicli b«ing ^ . 
jeft upon all things (acred ^ by making the truths 
jof God to depend on the various and coiitradic- 

> forywhun^es of imereftedandfailibkQ^ens hal4^ 
witted ai^id iiathmkinE people, wbo^eafily fee 
through this, condude all alUpe AkC priejl iay». 
So that ignorance is the foundation of Atheifm , 
and free-thinking the cure of it. And thus tho ic 
fliould be allowed, that fome men by 
«a^y httcome Atheifisy ^etthcyi^fiU^erbe^^er 
In nuipber if fee * thwl^n^ be p^spMbe^ ^ ihm 
if it be reftrain'd. 

5. Butf^pnp^jgckg thTLtJree-ti^iJtt Will pi'oduce 

1 Siufimo^lnsm mms tmmiwrouonis, nm nmoUimU 
fMis^nfptxerintt me Umen ««/ a mtnu aliqmi e§n4itas ordind'^ 
ttifyfu AdJuAquapiueofficia^'tdnint, iffi frtfcSo fiummte tgb 
unfmitfim* ]>eiioiniiiec.B« 
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can never be fo numerous vi^^fiee-thinking 19 
allow'd J as the fuper&ithut and mthufiafts will be^ 
if fiee-thinking be reftrain'd. And if thefe lat- 
ter are equally or w^^r^iiiiichievousto focietythati 
the former 3 then it is better to allow of /re^-/^/?i»^- 
ing, thoit fliould increafe the number of ^/i&^i/^^j 
than by a reflraim of Jfee^thitMng ^ to increafe 
the number of fuperjiitieus people and enthufiafts. 
Now that mthtifiafis and fuperjiitious people arc 
equally or mare mifchievous to fociety, I will 
prove to you in the judicious remarks oi two men 
ofgreat authority* 

My Lord Bacon fays , * Atheifm leaves a 
man to fenfe, to philofophy ^ to natural piety , to 
laws, to reputation I all which may be guides to un 
outward moral verttse , tho'Egligionwerenot: but 
fuperJUtion difmounts all thefe y and ereSfethan ab^ 
folute .monarchy in the minds of men. Therefore 
Atheifm did never perturb fates 5 for it maketh 
men wary of them/elves, as looking no further : 
md w$ fee the times inclined te Atheifm ( as^ the 
times of kvQxss TVS C A$kfi)were ^viltimes. 
But fuperftition hath been the confufion of many 
fiates 5 and bringeth in a new primum mobile that 
ravifijeth all the fpheres of government. 

©r. Hickb's feys, f If the Athetftdees evil 
iecaufe he believes not ^ the Enthufiaft will upon a 
thoufand occafions believe he may do evil, if the 
one Jiicks at no means , tho never fo wicked y the 
ether thinks thegeodnefi of theendwill fanHifythe 
moft wicked means. In a weri^ they both make a 
ficke of Religion for covetoufnefS ^ ambition ^nd 
cruelty : They will both lye , murder , rob j and 

re^ 

- m 
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"tM fir holy Church and Religimi mA there never 
jet was any holy Uague , cwenant , or ajjociation, 

to begin or carry on rebellion, under the holy pre'- 
tence of Religion , wherein the ringleaders were not 
Atheijis or Enthujiajis : and of the two it is hard 
to tell which hath done mofi mifcbief in any king* 
'dom. ^ut the Enthufidft makes the more taking Und 
plaufible hypocrite of the two y he can fooner melt 
into tears ^ and more naturally counterfeit the fpi^ 
ritual man among the people^ and transform him^ 
felf with a better grace into a» angel of light. 

• It is obje'fted^ That the priefts are fet 

apart to think freely for the laity , and are ' to be 
rely'd on , as Lawyers , Phyficians , &c. are in 
thw fiverd faculties^ To tms I anfwer* 

r. That no man is excluded from ftudy ing Law 
x>r Phyfick, becaufe there aie many already ot thofe 
profeflions , nor from following his own Judgment 
when he is fick or in law; nor is there any rea- 
fon whyaman^ who is not a Doftor in Phydcif 
or a Sev^nt at Law , may not underftaiid as 
much Law and Phyfick as either of them. In 
like manner^ the fetting men apart for the ftudy 
of Divinity , does not exclude others from the- 
iame ftndy^ nor from following their judg- 
ments about a point inDiyinity , nor from know- 
ing as much Divinity as any Doftor in Divinity. 
And by confequence, there is no neceility to rely on 
any man*s judgment, cither in i^w, Phyfick, or 
Divinity. And this puts me in mi^ofa pafii^ 
in Mr. Lb C L b r c*s late * BibUothequeChoif%e. 
A Gentleman asVd a proprietor of New-Jerfey in 
America ( where there are few inhabitansbefides 
Q^eri ) whether they had any Lazuyers among 

f f thesm 

• Tm.i^.p, I JO. 
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$hem \ Tbm ^ whether they had any Phyficians 
^nd lajlly, wheth$r tbe^ had any Priefis ? To M 
vAieb the propri§tcr anfiver^d in order , JN>. O 

happy country I rej^lUs the gentkman « thac muft 
beaparadUel 

2. But %)pofiiig that the bulkoOnanldiu^ 
obliged in matters of Lawand Pk]^lick m rely on 

jfome one in thofe profeifions , the parallel will 
not hold from Law and Phyfick to Divinity, anil 
the <aii^ are liiffi^eatiathefe following cei^ 

(i.) When Ithtoun$lcilfi]lne(sialjawor¥hy* 

fick rely on fome Lawyer or Phyficlan, I am by 
no means under an obligation implicitly to believe 
the phndjpJcs or opinions upon which the one preit 
cribes or tiie oAer zSts ^ or lb much as to know any 
liung in nature about diem. The Phyfidan may 
au'c meofadiftemper , and the Lawyer may get 
lae my right , let my ignorance in either profefuon 
be ever io great : Tliefe arc matterswhiich can be 
tranfaded by a Deputy* V^hereai in matters of 
Pivini^ I am oUig^d to Mieve certam opiniona 
my felt, and can depute no man to believe for 
'me 5 nor will any man's belief fave me , except 
my own. So that it is my duty to think tor my 
feif in matters ofRelidons^heraas I am jttlibarty 
SvMfthnrlwifliludy liwor P 

( i. ) Prieiis hayc no intereft to lead mc to true 
opinions y but only to the opinions diey have lifted 
fjliemrelviBsto proMs, and forthe jnoft part into 
mi^ibkeik opuuaos: for it is taaoifeft tbat ail 
' t^tefis, except the oMbodoK^ wehir'dtokailmea 
mto miftakes. Whereas tkeve ai^e no L awyers nor 
Phyficians fet Ipart and hir'd to defend miftaken 
|9jpwon$ in thofe prqfeflions. And their intered, 

as 
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as^t^iWaoefs/bifaB&me witki^ oMmixClimti and 
Patients I but the^irie^jiiiteapoft tsinoftly iifFerent 
^om that of the laif^, A i^)wa^ wants to know 

{ ) fiu rf ba p e tto ti k tf m to ftudy Dfvinity , 
as Lawyers and Phyficians are to ftudy Law and 
Phyfick. The prlefls do not ftudy Divinity pro- 
Mdjrib^^U'd^ butoalyhowFtomaimaiti a certain 
iyften <£Dw\mf* Hhn^^ Pofifij ^ M ahm t et m^^ 
tMdmmn » Jewtjh « Sutmefe , and Pre4yteria» 
• prieJiSf ftudy'their feveralSyftems. Whereas Phy- 
£cians are not ty 'd down to H i p p o c r a t e s ^ or 
tSALBn, ot £jkiL^kCBi*^:^s, but have all 
fare :Md all mens 'iMbrvadons before them ^ with* 
iMit muf QbKgatSaa w ^(cribe intplickly to ai^ 
one : nor have Lawyers any ride, out the Law it 
felf , which they are at hberty to interpret accord- 
ing to m realfenie, jEMungboittid by iio JUtkles or 

(4.) Ifldk^^votheconduftof aPliynoian^ or 
lofe iny right by the conduft of my Lav^er , thatis 
the YfotA which an ibe&i me $ but if I tmft to a 
frkfi who is in diA woi%» lam Apposed to <be 
eternally damn*4» 

^, But thirdly I aniwer , that fuppofing the 
cafes are parallel , no benefit will ibUow to any fct 
oSfritfii in particular^ nor wffl there be ^my pre** 
yflaMniftf' iwerfiry pfopiiiiattt, or4if Miy<i«ier'4f 
evils v^YAA fiee- thinking is (iipposM to 
produce. For if the cafes are parallel tnen men 
may chufc their oy^n priejis, as they chufe their 
owaLawyersandPhylkians, Andiflb^ thcuoot 
snaa yndl chufe Jojsm Su^itav^ aiiocberiDdH ' 
NiBL Bu&Gfiss, arhirdDi'f SwiFT^orDr* 
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Attbkbitry^ andibon* And if they msp 
chuCt priejls of different opinions, why may they 

not as well think for themfelves ^ finceit is impof- 
fible for men by thinking for themfclves to differ in 
opinion more from one another, and to hate and 
perfecute one another more thorowly , than they 
muft do upon granting them a liberty to chufe ^riejk 
ofdifferciitfoics. • * 

$thly. It is objeded. That certain fp§culatiom 
{thofalfi) are nece£ary to be imposed onmef^^ iii 
Qrder to affift the Magijlrate in preferving the peace 
of facte ty : and that it is therefore as reafonablet^ ' 
deceive rmu into opinions for their own good ^ Oi it 
is in certain cafes to deceive children > and confe* 
quently it muji he ahfurd to engage men in thinking 
on fubjeifs where erroris ufeful 4M tn^ infurions 
(othem. Towhichlanfwer, 

I. That this is ^irreligious obje^ion , and isfo 
treated by Cicero in the perfon of C o x x a. 
Says he, ^ What do yon think of thofemm, who 
have faid that the opihion ef theeHlftenceoftheim^ 

mortal Gods was invented by wife men J or the pub lick 
good j that they who would not he governed by rea-* 
Jon > might he influenced by religion to do their duty 1 
Have not they deJiroy^ aU reliffon 1 ^ 

' 2. I will grant the reafoning contained in the 
obje6lion to be founded on a juft principle , viz; 
that the goodoffociejty w^i^ rule of whatever is to 
ie allowed refhain^d^ and 1 Will likewife grant; 

that 

* Slnidf U^idixenmtutmde DHs immert^Uhn c^iiiiV 
9iem fiSam effe ah htfnimhut fapientiims T^ipMcs cm^^ m 
f^sr^h non movet^ eer ad effidmm Ti^Ugio ^eret^ nofM 
reUgiemm ftmditMs CnBtUtTm f Pc NatuU Deoc. 

* 

» i. \ 



Digitized by Google . 



J 



^ oj FREE-THINKING, 

tbat if errors we ufeftil to human fbctety, thef 
ought to be impos*d : and confequently I muft al- 
low the inference ^ that thinking ought to he re^ 
Jirain'd. But then laflSrm, thzt the rule is as falfly 
as it is irreligioufly apply' d , and that both experience 
and reafon demoniiratt the impofitioti of fpecula^ 
fionsy whether trtte or falfe, to be fo far from being 
a benefit y that it has been and muft be the greateji 
wifchief that has ever befel or can befal mankinds 

*And to pi'ove^i'i^l offer to your confideracioa tiie 
twofoUowmgai^umeitts^ 

• (i.) Luft, covetoufnefs , i-evenge > and dm- 
bition have in all ages more or iefs plagued the. 
world, aod been the fource of great ^forders^' 
But zeal to imp ofe fpeculations has Aotonly had 
the (ameeffeAs in common with thofe pafllons, 
but has carry*d men to a pitch of wickednefs^ 
which otherwife eye had not feen^ nor ear heard^ 
nor had entered into the heart of man to conceive. 
For what ancient or modern hiftory can parallel the 
hmtality of * ReUgiotss TUealots} What , the nu4 
merousmailacres, defolatioas , and murders for 
Religion , in particular the mafTacres oi France and 
Irela?td , and the defolations and murders commit^ 
ted by the Spaniards in die IVefi-Indies ? What > the 
complicated wickednefs and- cruelty of our 
Clergy, whom, asf Bilhop Taylor tells as, 
H t N R Y the fourth, becauje he ufurp'd the crow)' , 
'Was wiLling by all means to endear by murdering he- 
reticks, that fo he might be fur e of them to aUhis 
purpofos $ And what, that fteddy lafting machine 
pfflavery, villany, and cruelty , the tribunal of the 

% in" 

♦ hMl4$inftitMh9minibm beBisu % utfuntftbtferMes picri^ 
ffse CM/Nm§mm, txPtntu* Ammian. MarccU. p. loi, 

I £fift. Ded, before Lilftrtj pfPnphefj^ing^^ 

• » 



<j)4 ^DSICOURSE 

fn<juifi$hn { Tbrmoft irregular e§€m othttr pa& 

Ikons decay with time> and their mifchievous ef- 
fefts are re{traiii*d by good fenfe and human poh'cy; 
and we have feme pailions in> us ^ fuch as pity^ 
good-nature and hiimanity ^ which help to prc^en^e 
a tolerable ballance fai the hunM machine. But 
Religious gathers ftreimh with time, bears 
down common lenfe and policy , leaps the bounds 
of natural humanity , and vanquiihes all the tender 
paflions. Wherefore thateiccellent Prelate^ Ax^ 
bifliop TittOTSON , very juftly obiems^ 
that it wiU be hard to determine how many degrees of 
innocency and good-nature , or of coldne^ and indif" 
ferency in Religion y are necejjary to over-baliance the 
fitry of a blind zed y fince feveral zealois had been 
ixaUent mm, if their Bdiff^n had no$ himder*d 
them, if the d^ehm mtdprimifks ^ thm Chureb 
had not j^erverted and Jj^eii'd their ^Mtfiral dif^ofi'* 
tions^ 



( 1 . ) Thegveakdharge of luppoftii^ task «sm» 
bers oil meiii aa^ are neceflaiy to maintain inetpoli- 

tions, is a burden upon fociety which was never 
felt on any other occafion. For I fuppofe it willbe 
allowed me y that the revenues belonging to the 
Orders oi Pritfis, Jdottks , and Fryars m Pepijh 
eottntries^ ace a greater tax on the fi]b)eft , and 
have introduc'd a greater degree of poverty, than 
has ever been felt from any Lay-Tyrants or Con- 
querors : ibr the latter have been contented with 
temporary pUender only, without concerning 
dieimelTe»hc»Mrtofiiidowwayston»ftl» maftkina 
beggars for ever. The charge alone therefore of 
fiippoiting fuch a number of Ecdefiafiicks y is a great 
evifto fociety, thoitlhould be fupposM theiiVc/f- 
fiafiicks ttieimelves were employed in the moft ia<* 

not* 

• ^nmani , vol. |. f • atf . »7» 
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jtoMA matitier tinag^ble, misi,. in mere min^ 
^ Mddrinkiitg. 

3. In anfwer to the ohjefHon,! affirm, that 
• ih$ peace and order of human fociety depemling 

2m , w richer eenfifting in the frafiJce of tmr3i 
ties y if yeu impofe any thing on mankind tmt ivhat 
if moral, the zeal to perform that muft of courfe 
abate mens zeal in the pra5lice of moral duties , and 
eenfequentiy prejiidice the peace of fociety. 

(i.) Jot, extetidiitt; isfzieal to otker obfcAs 

belides morality, mimtake off a ponion of our 
zeal for cbe pradice of morality. 

(i.J Since mankmd caaneverbeperfeftinthe 
peifemianee of their duty , they wul ever chufe 
to be piififtual in that which is eafiefttobe done : 

and therefore ff you impofe any fpeculations on 
mtn, they will not fail in their for them , and 
leave a proportionable floare of morality undone. 

( 3. ) It tSBsatter ofdaily esiperience , that^c^l 

for impofing fpeculations does deftroy the praftice 
of morality J and every Religious fe£t gives us a 
proof of it. For is it not obvious , that it you con« 
tend earneftly for the dpftrines of your feAj 
and againft the doftrines of all onier fefts $ 
and in particular, if you are zealous for the inde^ 
pendent power of theprieji, his fole rlrht to preach , 
einAhis power to damn orfave at his pleafure : you 
lhall be fo iarindulg'd inviceand wickedne(s» ^ 
to have it eonceal'd if poffible y and if made pu« 
Uicic, to have it colour'd over with the moft cha- 
ritable conftruftion imaginable ? Whereas, if you 
^YQ^^zindpredei^^iination in Scotland , or tranfuh^ 
ftanttation in France , or againft the power of the 
friefi in either tountry , you IhaU be r cpreftnted as 



I 
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the moft infamous wretch (thothey have no par- 
iicular immoralicy to charge upon you } and aU. 
your innocent or virtuous adions (hall be conftnied 
after the moft uncharitable manner. 

Further , are not the ftreets of the city of London, 
beyond thole ofall other cities whatfoever, full of 
common whores > who are in effeft publickly tole- 
fated in their wickedneis ? And are not the men 

whohav e dealings with them free from all punilli- 
ment, and almoft from cenfuie ? And yet tew or 
no complaints are made, of this wickednefs in the 
open ftreets , either from the pidfit or the /?re/P. 
But if any man allcrts that a laytmn may ffrinkU 
water in a child's face , or make a difcaurft inpublick 
' upon a text of fcripturc}, the prefs rings with the 
crime^ and Dr. S a c h e v £ k e l cries out from 
the pulpit, that the En^ttifanatick who fets 
itflay-^elders,. isthegreatefimenflefnxfoxiea^ah. 

Eefides they who have an intereft to enlarge 
their /^i,/ and keep it united ^ know that nothing 
' tends fo much to Us increafe and union, as the 
toleration of vice and wickednefs to as great a 
degree as they can conveniently: for by that 
ineans tliey are fure to engage all the rogues and 
viciom { and by confequence the fools , who will 
ever be 1^4 by them) in their party. And there- 
fore wherever the power of the prieft is at the 
height » they proceed (b far in the encouragement 
of wickednefs , as to make Churches fan6iuaries or 
places of protetlion for all manner of villains. 
Pope Pius V. (how'd that he well undcrilood 
this fecret of fupporting a Church, when, ujjon 
hearing that the Proteluntswere ineameftagainft 

• *^JP^' Sermon at OiLditdt UnnQiT^A* ' 
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adultery and f^mdcatimy hefaid j ^ IftheywiU 
mt allow €f fuch kind if fport in their ReUgion^ 

it will never be of any long dictation. And this 
fecret was early put in praftice with fucce(s> for 
Z oziM us tellsus^ f That Consxantine 
the great ^ after he had committed fuch horrible 
wUanys , whtch the Pagan pricfls told hhn were 
not to be expiated in their Religio?i y being affur^i 
by an Egyptian (^rBifliop) that there zvas no 
villany fo great ^ but wa4 to be expiated by the 
facraments of the Chrifiian Religion y emhrac^d 
the new Impiety and quitted the Religion of hie 
ancefiors. And this converfion of the Emperoi: 
Consxantine gave occafion to Jul i am 
to iatyrize thus our holy Religion ; $ Whoever^ 

G &ys 
* N$n fi Mava fmJU ffUiimu^ fmianra* ConfiC 
.Cath. de Sincy. /fV« ir i» 

fAot^ TO tiq dtr^^ug fxgT^XiCjwj3a.voy7<x^ dvrii^ p 
vrottrfjg oitM^riot^ t^ot ^ob^o^^^iiixot^MAl^^o^B'OH* 
A^^olfiiv^ ^\ pccr^KwvfdtvTiva tov Aoyov, ^ 
ee^ifjLiya rm Tto^r^im (Jt^^roi^x^^^&'^^ ^ 

el^X^^ t^roi^VcJtTo , C^c.Edit.Oxoft.f.xo^ 
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fays he , is guilty 0/ rapes ^murders /acrilege , or any* 
ctkir abominable crime , let him he wajh'd with wa^ 
ter^ ani he will became pire and holy :and if be relap^ 
fes into the fame impiety , he will again beeeme pure 
t^bely, by thumping hu breafi , and beating bis head^ 

6tbly» It is objeded ^ That free-thinkers them^ 
f elves are the mejl infamotu, wicked, andfenfiefi 
of aU maninnd. 

This cbjeftion of wickednefi and Ignorance is 
made by all fefls one againft another , andferves 
to keep the leveval herds and folds ot men united 
together^ and againft one another. And tho in 
reality men of all feAs are much alike as tofenfe^ 
where literawre equally prevails , and everywhere 
the fame as to their lives and conver&tions (as 
is obvious to any indifferent perfon) yet thro 
fuch fpeftacles do men fee the defcds of others, 
fo partial are they to themfelves , fo ready to be* 
iieve ill reports of diofc with whom they have 
any difference in opinion, anil to believe good 
of thofe with whom they agree in opimon \ fo 
apt to put an ill conftruftion on any adions of 
die former , and a good one on any adions of 
the latter $ that notmng but the moft familiar in« 
tercourfe imaginable can make men, who are 
govern'd by one fort of priefts , think they arc 
Eke thofe in underftanding and morals who are 
govern'd oy another fort* But this objeftion, as 
S is urg'd ^g2\x\^ free-thinkers y is ftiU with more 
difficulty to be removed by them 5 becaufe they 

who 

^otvTi , xfi69-<*ga! ^iyoT^Q^i^ Juliani Opera, 
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who have leifure, application > ability and cou- 
rage to think freely , are fo few in number ia 
refpeft of any other that they muft be lefs 
able by converfation ' in the world to anfwcr aa 
objeftion againft themfelves , fo early planted in 
mens minds , and fo carefully cultivated. Howe- 
ver^ I think it may be much eaiieranfwer'd upon 
paper > and may be ihown to be mor^ unjuftly 
urg'd againft free-thinters ^ than againft any other 
fort of men whatfoevcr. In anlwer to it there- 
fore ^ I obferve^ 

1. That iw» ufi their underfiandings ^ 
ntufi have more fenfe than they who ufi them not ^ 
and this I take to be felf-evident. And as to the 
other part of the objeftion, I aflert, that free* 
thinkers mufi as fucb, be the mofivirtmueferfme 
every where* 

' ( I . ; Becaufc if any man prefumes to think 
for himfelf, and in confequence of that departs 
from the fentiments of the herd of maakind 
among whom he lives » he is fure to draw upon 
himfelf die whole malice of the priefi, and of 
all who believe in him , or who hope to make 
their fortune by pretending to believe in him 
(which mult of ^ourfe be of 1000) andean 
have no credit but what Us virtue, in fpite of 
his enemies^necefl&rily procures for him. Whereas 
any profii gate fellow isiurcof credit > countenance 
and fupport, in any fed or party whatfoever, 
tho he has no other quality to recommend him 
than the worft of all vices y a Hind Keal to hie 
fe^ or party. The free-thinker therefore is fpc 
his own fake in this world oblig*d to \y^virtwm 
and honeft > but the bigot is under no fuch obli- 
gaciQnii befides> has the temptation to 

G X be^oma 
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come a knave ^ becaule to many weak people of 

all parties are ready to put their confidence in 
him purely for his bigotry and are incapable of 
being convinced > tho they have demon^atioa 
before their eyes every day^ that men are eften 
the greater knaves^ ha luvtr the hmefierfarany 
kind of fu^erjlitioiu 

(2.) Becauie whoever applies himfelf to any 
a^on^ much more to free-'thinidng (which re« 
quires great diligence and appUcation of mind ) 
TOiift by that habit expel all thofe vicious difpo* 
iltions and paflions, by which every man out 
4>f aftioA i& tois'd and governed. 

(j.) *Tis> by much /ibiifilrm^ only ^ that meft 
are able to comprehend in their minds r^e "u^^^/tf 
compafs of human life , and thereby to demonftrate 
to themfelves, that mifery and unhappinefs 
attend the pra^ice of vice, and pleafiireandhap* 
pineis the praftice of virrae, ^ Fer who (avs 
CiczKo, lives pleafantly , except him who de^ 
lights in bis dnty , and has well confider'd and 
fettled his manner of life, and who obeys the 
laws not out <?/fear, but obferves and regards 
them beeaufo he judges it the befi thing he um do\ 
Whereas we fee by experience , that moft men, 
for want of conudering the whole compaJS of 
human life, miftake their own happine(s, and 
think it wholly couiifts in gratifying their prefent 
paflions and mcUnations : and accordingly are 
very little mov'd even by their belief of future hap- 
pinefs and mifery to become wliilethey 

are 

* Huh iptur vivit, ut vhU » nifi ,qt4i gamiet efficw cui 
vivendt via confideratti at^fiepntvtfi efi ; cjui legibusnm pr$fter 
fnetnm paret « ftd tas fe^uiter at^Hi colit , ^uia id maximi 

jptlm^re fjft judicat r Ciceronii Qp«a» Gr^n. 4170. 



Digitized by Google 



of FREE-THINKING. loi 

;^re under fiich a miflakcAad thus of courfe all 
$m$hinking peafle are vicious ^ unlefs they are pre^ 
vented by tbmt nafund defeB or impedtmem , or 
are maral by the goodnefs of their natural tem- 
per. Cicero admirably defaibes the effcfts 
of this wrong j udgment about the rule of mora- 
lity. Says he , ^ Whoever places happinef in any 
tbiw bejides virtm ^ and judges of happimfi by hi$ 
fment imerefi and advantage , and not by the 
rules of hanejiy , or what is good upon the whole j 
if he be confijlent with hitnfelf, and ts not carry i 
away with his own good natural tUffofition , can 
mither io friendly, nor e^nitable^ nor generota. 
Kemancanbecourageone,who takes pain to be the 
greateft evily nor he moderate in the enjoyment q/ 
fUafnre, who takes that to be the greatefi good*. 

2. laoiwer^ tlmt dio there has hardly ever 
beoi a country where the priefls have been fo 
few in number, or have had fo little credit, or 
where futerftition has been at fo low an ebb y as 
not to draw ibme inconveniences on men for 
thinking-freely I and by confequence, many/ref* 
thinkers have either fallen in with the re^mn^fu- 
perftition of their country, or fuiferd it quietly to 
take its courfe , forcfeeing how little good was 
to be done on fb knaviOi and ignorant a creature 
as man , and how much mifchief was to be ex- 

Sefted from him: yet they who have beenmoft 
iftin^iOiM in all ages for their underftanding 
and virtue, have been free-thinkers^ 

G 3 (I.) So- 

* Slt^t fiimmum hnrm infiitmt m mhil hahm ci*m vtr^ 
tmi ionjHndum^ id^Me fms commodis non honeftate mttitur: 
hie fi fibi tpfe confimiat & non interdnm bonittUt natntdvin* ' 
catur, necjue amititiam coUre pojjit^ nic juftitism, ntc /#- 
biYAlitatem ; f^ftis vif , dolorm Jkmmim mMum judicansi x 
out temper 4ns , vlHptatem fwnnmm k9iumjietmni,*jfectfti 

nitUo mBdfi f^ft. j>e Ofic U u 
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(!♦) Socrates, the divineft man tViaf 
ever appeared in the heathen world, andtowhofe 
virtue and wifiiom all ages (Ince have done ycS^ 
tice, was a very ffeSLtfruHbinker. He not only 
disbelieved the Goas of his country, and the com* 
mon Creeds about theni^ and declared hisdijlike, 
when he heard men attribute * repentance, an-- 
ger^ and odier pajftons, to the Gods, and talk of 
W4rs and battels in heaven, and of the Gods getting 
wemen with child, and (iicMike fabulous and 
blafphemous ftorys: but obtain'd a juft notion of 
the nature and atti ibutesof God , exaftly agreeable 
to that which w[e have received by divine revela« 
tion y and became a true ChriJHan ( if it be 
allowed that the primitive Fathers imdetftood 
wliat true Chriftiaaity was : ) For Justin Mar- 
Tyk tells us, f That Christ, the firft-he- 
gotten of Ged^ is reaioni of which all mankind 
are partakers} and that whoever live by reafi>n> 
tho they are efieem^d Atheijis and worjhippers of 
no God are Chnfiians : and that fuch were S o- 
C K A T E s , and the like. In like manner E K as- 
Mus in his Colloquies comparing Socrates 
and the generality of Cbnftians together , gives the 
preference toSocKATBs^in point of C/br(/2j4»K 
ty» Says he, 4^ There is nothing would more be* 

come. 

t Toy Xgi$roy ^jr^ororoxoy t2 ©aS, Aoyoir 
[Airo(f hoyov |3*w(r^v7gy > X^i^ixvol £iV< , xav 
x^drn£ y Hf 01 o[xoiQi> Opera, Ed, Tar. . 

t 0i^tim djmdnt m hominem vert ChrijitanHm (juavt 
msU Secretes PenU P^fi inMmis cieetem g dimt Cristni i An 

Opeu 
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^tm a Chri^an i tbm what SocRAr ns Jaii 
to Crito, a little before he drank his poifonom 
draught Whether God will approve of the 
„ adions of my life , I know not : 1 have truly 
,^ done my beft endeavours to pleafe him and 
n have good hopes he wiU accept oS them.^. 
This is a wonderful thought in a man who knew 
not Christ and the holy fcriptures. And 
when I read fuch th'pzgs of him ^ I can hardly for^ 
bear crying out ^ Sande Socraxbs^ ora pro 
nobis. But hew fneMngly have I feen feverdt 
Chrifiians die ! Some of them rely on what is not 
to be rely'd on : others breathe out their laft m 
defpair , on the account of their own wickednej?, 
and the fcrupUs with which their heads are jiU*d 
b^ their ignorantjriejls. And it is no wmder 
they (homd die after this manner y who fpend their 
whole lives only in wrangling about and praBifing 
of ceremonies^ 

SocR ATfi$ could not be fiippos'd to have 
made nodons or fpectdadons> or myfteries, any 
fsat of his, Religion^ when he * demonjltated 

G 4 alt 
opeu inqmt,^ noftu ftt probaturus Dens, ncfcio. Ctn6 
fcduld conati fumus, ut illi placcrcmus. Eft mihi ta* 
men bona fpcs , quod illc conacus noftros fit boni con- 
fultnrus. Mirandut profit animm in co ywi Chriflum & 
facras fcriytams non noverau Proinde qmm hujufmo'ti leg9^ 
vix mihi temp tro , <y«m dicam , Sande Socraces ora pro 
nobis.'— e^o quot vidi ChriiiianoiA ^aam fri^ide m9ri* 
tntes ! Hmdum fidunt in its rebits , t^uibus non eji fidendum t 
{^nii^m ob confcienttam /ceUrum firupulos quibus tndo^i 
qmdam obftrepHntmmturo^ p£7tedefperantes txhdlant animam. 
Nee mirum €9sfic mori, qui per omnem vitam tantum phU*^^- 
fiphati flint in ftremoaUi, ^c. Oper4j vaU i. jp. 6ii. 

* (PfOvr{^oy]otg rob Toiot^vrob u^m^et^miM 

. . • . TtQtifCQ 
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4jt mtn to befools who troublod themfelves with 

inquires into heavenly things , and ask*d fiich 
inquirers whether they had attained a perje6l 
kmwUdg of human things, Jince they Jearch^d 
into hoavenly things*, or if they could think them^ 
felves wife in negle^iing 4hat which concerned 
them J to employ themfelves in that which WfU 
ejfove their capacity to underjland. 

Laftly ^ as a further evidence ofidsfiee-thhdmg, 
SocRATBs had ^e common fate of fiee-thin- 
hers y to be calumniated in his life -time for an 

jltheift ( tho the God Apollo by his oracle 
declared him the wifeji man upon earth ) and at 
length fuffer*d that puniihment for freo'thinking ^ 
whicli knaveiy and foUy^ whenever they are ar- 
rivM to a due pitch , and are well confederated 
together, are ever ready toinfliftonallthofewho 
have the honefty and courage to endeavour to 
instate him. 

(i.) PLATofeangthe fateofSocB. ATEs, 

was more politick in his conyerfation, and never 
talk'd publickly >againft the Gods and Religion of 
his country s yethe wasnolefsa^^^-zi^iiiiir^r, and 
thought himfeii into notions fo contrary to thofe 
which were receivM or known in Oreece , diat 
fbme Chriftians have fuppos'd him to be divinely 
iufpir'd^ and others^ to have read the books of 
ihe Old Xeftament. He has &> many paHages in 

lib 

TtittfOb Ttork vcfjJ^aierH bLoivoeg n^n rw^fo^ 

fMKovrot jrpflWiiy, Xenophont, Opera; Md^ 
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Ws writings fo agreeable to the truths of the Gof^ 
pel , that * C E L s u s , the great adverfary of 
Chriftianity, charges o\x^ hlejfed Lordhitn(diWixh 
borrowing his do^irine from Plato. O&igen 
indeed very wclL defends our bleffed Lord from 
CfiLsus^s charge , by fay ing , \ThatCELsv% 
deferves to be laugh'd at whm he affirms Jesus 
had read Plato, who wcui , fays he, hredand 
born among the Jews , and was fo far from ba^ 
ndng been taught iSrcek Utters^ that he was not 
taught Hebrew Utters, as the fcriptures teflify. 
But he is fo far from difowning an agreement 
between Platonifm and Chrifiianity ^ that a great 
part of his book againft Celsus confifts in 
flipwing the confomiity between them. Like- 
wife Amelivs, a Headien Platomff, who 
^ flourilhM in the third century , upon reading the 
firft verfes of St, John the Evangelift, cry'd 
out, X By Jove thU Barbarian is ofourmajier 
f L A T o V Opinion \ Moreover , the great con* 
fbimity between Platomfm and Chriftiamtym^c 
many Platmifts become Chriftians , and many 
of the primitive Chrijlians become P latonifis znd 
was the caufe that feveral of P l a t o 's notions 
were afterwards efteemM fundamental articles of 

G s Chrifiian 
* Origin, wmta ttlf. p. i86, 

t Tiy dy y jc^ /x^ergiW Im^oivuv roTg 

<MC8wy on *\v[iT%q ( o Ttof^^oL 'l^^oLm^ yej^gyjj- 
Hf civcCT^^^oCfjLfiivi^, ^ i^rMt^WO^ 

Ibid. ' 

t Pif Jnim bofbsmt i/fg emm mfinPUfMefintit. Apud 
V«r'« Apolc|iiei» in his iiWnt. upon Ji^fiin Mfrgtt. 
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Chriflian faith $ aud gaVe ground to Zjeahui 
ChrUlians to forge feveral things under P l a« 

T o's name, yet more confoimable to the truths 
of their holy Relipon (as for ^ inftancethc thir- 
teenth letter to Dionysius^ printed in his 
works) with which, and others of the Uke na- 
ture 3 they hud great fuccefi ' in the cmver^on 
of the heathm world. 

(5.) AnxsToxLE, to whom the Popifli 
Church for many centuries paft has been no le($ 
obliged for f Articles of faith, thm the primitive 

Church was to P l a t o , during the life of his pupil 
and patron A l e x a n d e r the Great , read to his 
fcholars the efFeds of his free-thinking : but after 
die death of Alexander^ EuRiMBDONa 
frieft accusM him of impiety for t introducing 
feme Philofophical ajfertions contrary to the Kelt- 
gion of the Athenians. And he was forc'd to 
ileal privately from Athens'^ from whence he 
went to Chalets y giving this reaibn to his friends, 
§ that he left Athens , that he might mtpve the 
Athenians occapon to commit again the fame wiV- 
hedneJS they committed againji Socrates, and 
that they might not be gmlty 0/ a doit^U crime againji 
Philofophy^ 

(4.) Epi- 

♦ Cadworth'j IntelL Sj/f. p. 403 
t SiOZJt xArijlotcU noi mancavamo tit m§lti %Artic9U di 
Fide. The celebrated laying of Cardinal PalavidM. 
t *T>hg. Laert^ vita kAtiH. 

§ 'ATTtcafA^iv ccTo rm 'aB'^vSv , hob fA>fi ^rp<H 

$ i.Orrigcn. contra Cclfum, p» $ i. 
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, (4.) Epicurus has m all ages been dtftiiH 
guiih'd as a great fru-thit^, and not lefs as a 
man of virtue among the learned j in which laft 
he feems to have exceeded all other Philofophers. 
for he was not only eminent for his * piety 
towards hU parents y his kindneJSto his^ brethren, 
bis meeknefi to his fervent his htmanity to all, 
his hve to his country y and his ckajiity ^ temper 
ranee y and frugality ^ but for that moft divine of 
all virtues, and wherein the greateft pleafiirc of 
human life confifts^ and of which an ill mail is 
incapable, lAu. frimdjhip. He had that noble 
quality in fuch perfeftion himfelf ^ and cultivated 
it fo much in his followers, that the fucceffipa 
of his fchool continued many hundred years after 
the fucceiTion of the fchools of all the other Phi* 
lofophers fiiird, without that (aftion anddivifipn 
which was more or lefsinthem, and contributed 
to dieir more early difTolution. Cicero, tho 
a great adverfary to his philofophical opinions, 
and who in tlie perfon of f C o x x a has tho- 
rowly baffied his fyfiem of cbanee, gives him 
this noble teftimony t ^ That Epicvkvs de- 
clares it to be his opinion , that of all things 
which wifdom can prooire towards a happy life , 
^ , . ^ fitend'^ 

* Diog, laert, tn vita, E^umH * 
t Ve Nat. Dear. 1. i. 

t Epictirtis ita dteit , Omnium return , qaas ad beate 
irivcndum rapiencia comparavcn't, nihil eHTe imjus ami- 
citia. nihil ubcrius, nihil jucundiua. Neque veri hoc 
§ratione folum , fed mtUte magts vita, ir fa&is 4^ moribtu 
cmprobavit. ^od (jukm magnum fit , fi&s Vi$emm decta^ 
TantfabuUf tn ijmbm tarn mnltis , tam^t^ varits, ^ n/. 
lima antiquit'tte repetitis » tria vix amicornm paria npemm* 
tHT . m Ad Orefiem pervenius , profeSltts a Thefi^, verm 
Epicurus una in dom§ , & ga ^uidem attgujia, ^uimmd^ 
IHos, cjuantaeff4e amofis confiiratione confcntienfgs ttnuit ami^ 
cecum t^regisJ Sluod fit gtiam UHUQ ak MpHUfiU. 2>e PI- 

nibua» &€. L u «d fiosia. 
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frUndfhip is the nobUfij moft extenfive, and de^ 
iicioui pleafure. And this he did not anly a£ert 
in his writings, but gave a f rallied proof of it in 
his lije and converfation. How great a commen- 
dation this is , appears from the rare infiances of 
friendjhip, of which the mythology of the ancients^ 
as voluminous jmd fisU of variety as it is^ wilL 
hardly afford us three ^ from TH£seu5V tima 
down to Orestes. But oh ! vAat a nume" v 
roP£i ^ what an harmonicm company of friends 
did Epicurus croud into own little habi-- 
tation ! And the Epicureans follow his example 
to this day* 

But we Chriftians ought ftill to have a higher 
veneration of Epicurus for this virtue of 
friendjhip than CiCEHo; becaufc even our 
Seligion it felf does not any where Particularly 
require of us that virtue. For as BiUiop Tay- 
lor inhis Treatife of Jfiendjhip very juftly obfer- 
Ves, ^ the 'Word frien<ifhip in the jenfe we com* 
mmly mean by it% is not jo much as nam'd in the . 
ifffw Tejiament'y and our B/tUmn takes m notice 
of it. Tou think it firange\ hut read m, before 
you fpeud fo much as the beginning of a paffton 
or a wonder upon it. There is mention fnade of 
iriendihip with the worlds and it is fmd to be 
enmity with God s i^ifr the word is no where 
eife nanf dy or to arv$ ether ptirpofe ^ in all the 
liew Teftament. It fpeaks of friends often 5 but 
by friends arc meant our acquaintance ^ or our 
kindred, the relatives oj our family ^ or our for^ 
tune , or our feH 5 fomething of fociety , or fome- 
thing ef kindnejs there is in iti a tendernej? of 
appellation and civility , a relation made by gifts ^ 
or by duty J by fer vices and fubje^ion: and I think 

I bavo 

* $5* ^ (be end of bit leimickSVnk^. 
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IbaM ,reafm t0 be sonfident, thaf the word 
fi'icnd is no cthtrwlfe ufed in tho Gofp^ls^ w 
E]fifiUs, or A^s of the Apofiles^ 

(f.) Pluxa&ch is the moft known author 
of aU the ancients. . His works are tranflated into 
all the modem languages ^ and by confequence 

' his learning and virtue difplayM before the eyes 
of all that read any books. And tho he was a 
Heathen priefi, yet he preferv'd his underftan- 
ding/re^, and was not mifled by the gain of 
his profellion into jfUperftition , noribfarengag'd 
in the craft of his trade as to conceal his 
opinion of the mifcliief thereof* Says he, in 
his Treaiifs of fuperftition, * At heifm brings men 
to an unconcernedmfs and ind^reney of ttmfer : 
fir the defign of tbofi who deny a God, is to oaft 
themfelves of his fear. But fuperJHtion ( by which 
xiie Greeks meant \ the fear of God , and which 
Thbophrastus in his CharaCiers exprefly 
defines fo ) appears by its name to be a dijienh^ 
fer*d opinion and conceit j produ^ve of fmh mean 
and atieil apprehenjions , as debafe and break a 
marCs fpirit. For tho he thinks jujily , that there 
are divine powers-^ yet fo erroneous is hisjudg;^ 
ment , that he thinks they are four andvindUiive 
beings* Atheifm is only falfe reafoning , whUe 
fuperftition is not only falfe reafomng , but Jh* 
peradds a paffion, viz. fear, which is dejiitute 
both of courage and reafon , a^d renders us Jiupid, 
diJiroHed and unaciive* But of all fears , none 
cenfound a man like the religionary fear. He fears 
net the fea^ who never gees to fea% mr 4 battel^ 

who 

* M^taIs* in EfigUflii vd. i. ^ i^i. ire. 
^ 1 This jvas the codmipii definition of Suftrfiitim 
likewife amoQjt the T^mem. Hence Hefoee f«y«« 9fsm 
msmem cmt^e i timers deerttm. 
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tubo follows not the camp } nor robbers, who ftirs 
not abroad } nor malicious informers ^ who is a 
poor many nor omtUaHon, who leads aprivoH 
lifoi nor oarthqitakes, who dwoUs in Ga^il^ nor 
thunder-bolts , who dwells in Ethiopia. But he 
who fears the divine powers, fears every things 
the land , the fea, the air , the sky , the dark , 
the light, a found, a Jilencey a dream. Even 
fiaves forget their mafiers in their j^eef 5 fleep lights 
ens the irons of the fettered 5 their angry fores , 
wortiffd gangrenes y and pinching pains allow 
them fotmintermiffion at night. But fuperftition 
will give no truce at night, nor fufer the poor 
foul fo much as to breathe, or look up, or refpite 
her four and difmal thoughts of God a mtmentm 
JSleither have they , when awake , fenfe enough to 
/light and fmiU at all this y nor are they in the 
leaft apprehenfive , that nothing of all that terri-* 
Jy'd them was real 9 butftiU fear an empty Jha- 
dow, which couldnever meanthem ill, andcheat 
themfelves afre/h at noon-da^j. In a word^ the 
thought of death it [elf puts no end to this vain 
and foolijh fear , but it tranfcends thofe limits y 
and extends its fears beyond the grave ^ adding to 
it the conceit of immortal iUs% and after refpite 
frompajl for rows ^ fancies it Jhall next enter upon 
nevpr-ending ones. I know not what gates of hell 
cpen themfelves frm beneath-, rivers of fire, to-, 
gether with Stygian torrents, frefent themfelves 
to view i a gloomy darknefi appears full of ghafily 
fpeHers and horrid Jlmpes^ with dreadful afpe^r 
and doleful groans ^ together with judges, tor- 
mentors^ fits and caverns full of mijeries and 
woes. 

He fatyrizes likevvlfe the publick forms of 
devotion, which yet ave foch , as ui almoft. all 

countries 
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countries pafs for the true worfhip of God. Says 

he, in the fame difcourfe, **0 wretched Gre- 
cians, who bring into Religion that frightful miefi 
cf fordid and vUifying devotion, ill-favmr^d hu-- 
mliatian and contrition ^ ahje^ looks and counter 
nances ^ conftematims , projlratiom , disfigurations^ 
and in the atl of worfhip y difiortions , confirain^d 
and painful fofiures of the body , ivry faces ^ beg- 
gatiy tones y mumpings, grimaces^ cringings, and 
tho reft of this kinds 

* ( 5". ) V A R R o ^ the mod learned of all the 
Romans y fpeaking of their Theology, {^id-\ that 
it contained many fables below the dignity and 
nature of immortal heingSf fmh for inftance, as 
Gods hegottm and proceeding from other Gods 
heads , legs , thighs y and blood. He likewife at 
firm'd , X ^here were many things falfe in Reli' 
gion, which it was not convenient for the vul-^ 
gar to know% and again $ fome things which ^ 
*tb6 falfe y yet it was expedient they Jhould be 
teliev*d by them. Upon which difcovery of his 
free-thinking y St Austin, who records the 
pallage , fays , § That V a r b. o herein difcovers 
the whole fecret of ftateffnen and politicians^ 
Varko aUb ^ves this reafoii why he treats ia 
his writings ot bunxan 'things before divine, 

bccaufe 

* As cranflated ia the GuataQsfiftieki » vol. 3- p. 
* t Mmtta fmn €$mrd d^mtattm ir nasnram Imm$rtam 
htm fi^a^ In has mm tfi » m dem alius ex eapa^^ 
aiiui ex fmm fit» aliue .ffUtis fangmnis nstrn^ Aug* 
4e Civ. Pei« /• 6. c« 5* 

t Malta effi vera tpu vulp feire jwn Jit miU^ & ^us* 
dam ^ua tametfi faifi fins, atitsf es^^kueiH fopulmu txfi* 
dua^ Ibid. /• 4. 31. 

. $ Ttam €9mfiUmm ff9didi$ faptsatum 9 ^t^s cimtas$$ 
4t fitUi regirmur. XUd. L ^ s. iu 
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* becanfeCitys are before the Gods they have ejla^ 
Ui(h'd, 0s $he Saimer is before the fitlurc 
makes* 

(7.) The grave and wife Cato the Cenfor 
will for ever" live in that noble free-thinking 
fiiying recorded by Cicero, which fliows 
that he underftood the whole my ftery of the Ro- 
man Religion as bylaw cftablifh'd. f I wmder^^ 
faidhcj how one of our priejis cans Jorbear langh^ 
ing when he fees another. 

(8.) Cic£&o> that confiimmate Philofb- 
pher and noble patriot, tho he was a friefi and 
conful^ and executed other publick offices (which 
ufually makes men more cautious and lefs fmcere) 
gave the greateft proof of his free-thinking. He 
not only profefs'd the Academick or Supsick phii- 
lolophy , which obliged him to % examine the 
dotJrines of all philojophers , that he might ftc 
whether there was ceitainty in any of their fchc-* 
mes$ bui wrote treattfes ^ one of the Na^ 
ture of the Gads , and the other concerning Di* 
mnaiion: in the former of which , he has endear 
vour'd to (how the weaknefs of all the arguments 
of the Stoicks ( who were the greateft Theifts of 
antiquity ) for the being of the Gods \ and in the 
latter has deftroy'd the whole revcal'd Religion 
of the Greeks and Romans , by ftiowing the im- 
pofture of all their miracles , and weaknefs of 
the odier reafons on which it was pretended to 

be 

• StfU ciVttAtes DHs , qms ipft inHttuerunt » m pt^or ta» 
bella . prmes fim$* Apud Saitoiii Hypccxi^n Genti* 

liuin. p 7' r , 

t Mtrar't fe Mat, ^Uid non ridefet hafftJifex, €itm km 

ntpicem vidtjfet. Opera Ed. Gron. />. 3806- 

% Slifi feqmntHf difiiplinam xAcademicam , omncs (iifci^ 
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]b* founds. CieBRO Itkewife gives us his 

'own ptHure and that of the greateft part of the 
Philofophers (ns he was well qualify 'd to do, 
haviog read over the writings oi them all ^ and 
conversM with ithe moft cniinent of thoie who 
livM vd his own time ) when he produces this as 
an inftance of a provable opinion , That they 
who Jliidy pbilofophy don^t believe there are any 
Godsi that is, that there exifted no liich Gods as 
were believ'd by the people. Asain in his firft 
book of Tufmlan §ueJHons, he denies, in many 
places , ail future punifhrnents : and after having 
mention'd the various f notions of feveral Phi^ 
lofophers about the nature of the foul , he con- • 
dudes , that there, can be notlnng after deaths if 
any of. their notions be true. And as to Pi a« 
TO*s arguments fer the immortality of the foul, 
fays he to his diagolifi At tic us ( or his 
dttor, as forae conceive) :j: Let, its not produce 
tbem^ and let lay afide aU ettr hopes ofimmor^ 
tdity. By which , Ax TIC us underftood Gu 
C£Ro to deny the immortality of the foul, as 
is evident from his anfwar which follows : What, 
fays Atticus , do you difappoint me y after 
you had raised in me fuch an expe^ation of a 
proof of the immortality of the Joul^ Truly ^ I hoi 
rather be miftaken with P t a x o ^ wham I knoiv 
how much you efteem, and whom I admire on 
your authority , than be in the right with others. $ 

H And 

^ H^jufmQiU eft pf^hMltm^Eos ^ qui Autt fhihfefhia 
•firoft*, 9en aiiitrdri dfstjfe. Opera Ed. GroD. f» 157* 

t Hit fmnaiit mnibm nihil pofl imrtim pifHmfe id 
quinquem pit^M p. 3435. 

% Ptatenis retiemm prdttrmitamm , ir hem tetm 
Immenelitetit fiiiafuamms* p. 5438 

$ in eum me in fimtmsm txpt^eiienm edimterut 

4fm$f Erren mebirtnte m^U cnm PMene, qmrn tt^f*^ 

qimti 
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: And 'here, becaufe Ciceko's works are Ca^ 
frequently cited aggiflft both from 

the pulpit andrthe jf^rcfs^ 2md'hisexamplere€om< 
mended for their conviftiott}. it may not be amirs 
uttedyto difarm the enemies of free-thinking of 
GxcBuo's authority,, by briefly difcovering a 
oommon inipofidon* on the woiid begun by 
Ibme men- or learning ( cither ^iro want of dis- 
cernment or want or bonefty) and- continuM by 
tlie lefs learned , out of deference to the autho- 
rity of the former. Cicero's philofophicai 
works ai« mofliy written in diaUgue, in which, 
philofophers o6 diflfef cnt fefts ace inttoduc'd ar- 
guing for their feveral opinion*. Thus the three^ 
hooks of the Nature of the Gods , are a dialogue 
between an Epicurean , a Stoick, and an Acade^ 
pnck^ and his^mi^ booki ofDivinmon are a dia* 
logue between his brother (^intus, who 
perfonates a Stoick , and himfelE Nbw the mo-* 
dcm priejfs , whenever they meet with any pat 
iage favourable to fuperfiitioj^ , which Cicero 
puts in the moudi of the Stokk-, or any falfe ar- 
gunl'ent which he makes the Epicurean ufe, and 
which they have thought lit to fanOify (fuchfor 
inftance as the Epicurean arguments from innate 
ideas , and firom the univerjal confent of mankind 
for the exiftence ofQodsyin Ep icuru s's fenfej 
chat is, for O^dsin himum fi^i^e^ who took w 
€are <»/ the world or of human 4tf^rs) they urge 
it as C I c E R o s own , and would have the 
reader believe Cicero look'd on it as conclu- 
five. W Weas Cicero himfelf is fo far froni 
approving wIm» ht makes Ae Stoick and Epicu-^ 
nan fpeak , that he does in bis diicourfe of the^ 
Va^uflB of the Gods endeavour to confute all 

their 

^uAfiti facias fiio , & qum t9 m modmrw I 
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dmr argiunmts nodertheip^rfoii of ^AMuhmek, 
( ofwbick feft hie every where profefleshtmfelf) 

aud in his difcourfe of Divination baiBcs all the 
Stoical arguments for fuperftition , openly under 
his own name. So that C i c £ b. o is as unfairly^ 
4ealt with« whenever be is dt^ againftj^^e-iiujsiK 
ingy ^ thepriefis themfelves woiud be ^ did any 
one cite as their fentiments what tliey make Deij^s , 
Seep ticks, and Socimans fay, in the di^Ugsies they 
compofe againft thofe fe^s. 

The true method of difirovering the {entiments of 

Cicero, is to fee what he fays himfelf, or uii- 



of knowing what fentiments our divines maintain 
m their dialogues , is to fee what they make their 
orthodox disdogift fay. And if C x c £ r o rea- 
ders wiU follow this rule of common fenfe in under* 
flaadin^ him , they will find liim as great a /ref 
t/jinkcr as hq waa a f hilofopber , an Orator y a 
Man of Vktue^ ^d a Patiiot. And chey wili 
MVer meet with any pafiages which in the leaft iBi* 
vour fuperfHrion , but what he plainly throws out 
to lave himfelf from danger ^ ortofhow his rheto- 
rical abiUty on any ailment ^ or employs in his 
Qra$ions to recommenonin^elf to the Roman mob ^ 
who, like all other mo(5, were eaKtremely fuper- 
flitHius, and differed not firom the prefent genera- 
tion at iie?/^?^, but in having a more innocent and 
lefs abfiird fuperfiition. And yet fometimes his 
zeal againfl what he topk to be fuperjiinon made 
l)im fo far foi^et a maxim of hSis own , as ta 
{^eak/i^inhis Orm§m which he could only da 
withj^erfcd fafety in an aflembly of Philofopners. 

Hz As 
< • 

do , fi in cQUchnt ^Msrdtur i fed in ejiifctm$di Stmoitft 6^ 

€9nfijfii » fmUimmh De lut* Deor. /iK i. 
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Asforinftarice^ lavs he, * 1 wmld not have ycfi 

think, that wickea men, asfmetimBsmtheftagey 
are hy the Impidfe ef the Gods terrify^ d the burning 
torches of the Furies^ Everyman's own fiaudy his 
^wn wickedne^, hts own viilany , his own defperate 
boldnej!, puts him befid$ himfetf^ mddifardirshtt 
thoughts : thefe are the Juries which tcmtent the 
wicked y thefe the flames , and thefe the torches. 
Again he fays , f When you harangue the people 
mth malicious eloquence , when you demolifh the 
houfes ofcitit^s, when with ftones you pelt and 
drive the mofl worthy fenatcrsfiom the Jorum % 
when you fet fire to your neighbours houfes , and burn 
temples 'y when you flirup (laves to f edition , and 
difiurb the celebration of religious ordinances^ when 
you know no dijf erence between your wife and yottr 
fifter , and matter not whofe bedyeu defile 5 when 
you aH like a madman, when you rage^ thenyon 
fuffer thofe torments which alone the Gods have or" 
dain'dtopunijhthewickednejiofmen. X And again. 
What evil has he Jt^r^d by death i unlefi cheated by 

idle 

♦ 7{oUteemmpntm, minfcentpiieMiemkeimfi^ 
toSt impulfudtcrnmt timrifitriarfimudissrdiKtikmj Sua 
^uem^ut fraiis, fuum facitmt . fiuimfiilus ♦ fud amUeiaae 
JamtM&mntteUeturbati hafwitHlfionmfi^ » hafim^ 
T^a, hdfaeet. p, \ 
' t Tm cumfuriaUs in eontiemku voces mktk^^ eum Mnet 
eiviumevertu* cumlMpidtku uptimes viros ForopelUs^ esm 
ardmafdcesinvuinorum ti^d idSas , ernn ddafdcres inJUm- 
mds, €ftmfirvos coneitas , €Himfditrdl»d9fqut€etambdi^ ^um , 
uxtftm fifQfw^ffe »•» Mfcemk i eum fmd intds euUle nen 
fentiss enmkucharu, tun^ furiit turn ddt odspmdds , qua 
funtfiUiM$mm$mf€eierid^$nmmdiMbm€Mjiitmd p. iStz. 

t SuidiUtmdiimndnulHt Nififirteift^iUdcfabmUtdu^ 
€imur, ut ixifiimimut • tUnm. apud %nfms impiwwmfu^lmd 
ptrferre, AcplurisiHUogaidiffoinimicos . ^uam hie utwmjps. 
Ssfid tdndem H Mind eripuit mre^ fraur fe*/^ mm$i 
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idle ftories and fables , we can think he undergoes 
an^ punijhment in hell y and that he has found more 
enemies there than he Left behind him. What tbere^ 
fir$has dmhtakmfem htm but the finfe of pain \ 

So that ifCxcERO^s works come once to be 

fenerally read , as of all human writings they belt 
eferve , it will be found that they no more tend 
to the fervice of any priejlly pttrpofewh^tCoeyet , 
than the writings of the ^hers of the Church (to 
whomthelaityus^dto bereferMto find what was 
not in them ) do the purpofe qf any Church no\Y 
upon the &ce of the ear^, 

(9.) C A TO of Utica has this ^eat charader 
fiom vsLLEjus Paterculus, * that he 
was aman of fo great virtue , that he was the very 
fidlureefit y and in every thing by his wifdom ap- 
froach'd more to the Gods than to men. He never 
^ any good aHions for the ropH$ation of doing them, 
hit iecaufe be eould not d^ otberwife. He thought 
mtbing reafenable bfit what wasjuft 5 and being Jree 
from all the defedls of men , had fortune in his power • 
And the inimitable Luc an hasrais'danoblemo* 
nument , not only to his wiiilom and virtue , but 
tohisfree-tbinking. Audi expeft your thanks for 
^vingityouin the excellent tranflation of a mod 
ingenious Author , as w ell as in the original. On 
iheoccafionof C A t o s marching at the head of 
an army thro the delarts of Afiica near the temple 
QfJupiT£& Ammok, thepoet(ays^ 

H 3 Hk 

♦ Homovirtutifimillimus, &peromnU ingtma di'ts qUAm 
h^minibm pnphr , (jtit uunquam retie fecit ^ Utfacere vide^ 
retur , ftd tjma nliter faure non potcrat ; cuiqme id folum vifum 
efi^ rationem bAbere ,.(jmd haiteret jujiuiam omnthm immann 

Vitus immmit , ftmltrfynmm infm^p^tiUme frnhft* ^. it 
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* Hishojl (as crouds are fuperfHttousJlill^ 
Curious of fate ^ of future good and ill , 
And fond to prove propbetick A m m o n 's 'skill > 
Intrent their leader the Gods wou^go, 
Andfrem this erode RomeV fortune knew : 
But LaeiEnOs chief the thought ap^ov'd , 
And thus the conmonlult toC at o inov*d. 1 

Chance andthe fortune of the way , he/aid. 
Have broHght J o v E facred tounfrds to our md 5 * 
ThisgreateJioftheGeds, tinsmi^ty chief y 
IneachdifireJSfljallheafnrerelirfi 
Shall point the difi ant diVigers from i^far. 
And teach the future fortunes of the war, * 
To thee ^ O Cato, fiotis , wife^ andjufl y 
Their dark decrees thecautious Gods fljalftrufti 
To thee their fere-^etenmfPdvnH JhaB ttH : 
Their zvill has been thy law, and thou haft kept it vjelL 
IFate bids thee now the noble thought improve ; 
fate brings thee here to meet andttdk^th Jove. 
inq$iire betimes what various chance fhnUcefue 
To mpims C j^e s a k » and thy natii>efiotSit 5 
Try to avert at leaji thy count r'\>^s doom. 
Ask ifthefe arms our fieedom Jhall refiore ^ 



Or 



ComtteffjHi Catonem 



Ofdnt • exphret Libjcummemotata per orbcm 
Numina * defamn turn loniijudivtt avi. 
Maximm h^rtatQt fcrmofuii v§ei divrHm 
Eventus Lahitnuserat. Sorsobmlit^ inquit% 
£t fort una via , tarn magni nummisora , 
ConfiUum rjne dei : tantoduce pojlnmrn uti 
Per Syrtes » beUitfue data cognojurt eafm. 
Nam cm ertdiderim fuperes arcenadaturos , 
l>iffurofjHemagis » ^Mom fm^o vera Catonif 
Cenivita tibi femptr dire&a fuptrmat 

Uges t fetjuerifyui Deum, Datur tea bfuendi 
turn JeiviUbtrtM : inquire in fata mfandi 
(aCaris « & patfid ventures excme-mfes ^ 
furefuoppulism § infm^ikebit^ 
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• Or elfe , if laws and right Jlmll he no more. • 
Be tby great breafi wifjj facredknowledgfiaught , 
Tc lead us m the wandring maz.e of thought i 
Thou that to verttte ever wer*f mclin'd , 
Learn what it is , bmv eertMfdy defined , > 
And leave fome perfeH rule tojjtiide mankind* * 

Full of the God that dwelt within hisbreafi , 
The Hero thus his fecret mind exfrf^*d , 
Jindiniem tmhsreved'dj^ tmibswbieh might wU 
Become ev'n oracles tbemfelves ti^teH. 

Where would thy fond, thy vain enquiry go f 
What myfiickfate , what fecret wouldft thgu know f 
Jbita doubt if death Jhouidbe my doom » > • 

t^ber than live till kings^andifondagitieom > 
lUither than fee a tyrant eroziim*dw^Uc^ ^ 
Or would'ft thou know y if, what we'ualHehere , , 
Lifey beatrifie^hardly worth our care} 
What by M^e and length. of days we g^in y 
Mare than to lengthen out tbefmfe. of pain i 
Or if this world with aU its forces joined > 
The univerfal malice of rwinkind , • X 
Can (hake or hurt the brave andhoneft mind ? ^ 
Ifftahle virtue can her ground maintain . 
While fortune feebly threats and fiownsan vain I 
Jfgood in lazy f^eadations dwell , 

JtnhiUum civile fmt. Tuape^orafttcra 

Voce reple : durd fait em virtutis amator 

Qudre quid eft virtus , &pefce exemplar honeHi* . 

lUe De9 plenut » tacit a, qunm mentegcrthdt • 
Bfudit dignAs adytis e pe^ore voces : 
G^uid ijHdri Ldbienejubes ? ^An liber in armis 
Occubuijfe.velim potius ^ ifuamregnavidere? 
^An fit vita nihil , fed longam differ At dtus I 
^n noceat vis nUd bono ? Fortmaque perdat 
Oppofitavirtuteminas ? Laudandaque vefle 
Sitfatis, iTnunquamfucceSfucrefcat honeflnml 
Scimus t hoc nobis non altiusinferet xAmmon^^ ^ ^ . 

^ffmmcmi^ififmst temiUquiUUinte 



,20 ui DISCOURSE:, 

jindtarelybetbevriUefdaingWiUi 

Ifrigljt be independent oj fuccej^. 
And con^ueft cannot make it more or leJSi 
Arethefey myfiiends, the fecrets you would know^^ 
Thofe doubts fir which to oracles we go ? 
*Tis known, *f is plain, '*tis M already told ^ 
And horned A M M o N can no more ufrfold. 
l^rom God derived , to God by nature joined. 
We atl the dictates of his mighty mind : 
And the the friefls are mute and temples fiiU^ 
God never wants a voice to fpeak his vntl. 
When firji we fiom the teeming womh werebroughty 
With inborn precepts then our fouls were fraught , 
And then the maker his new creatures taught^ 
Then when he formed and gave us to be men , 
JlegaveusaUourufrful knewledg then. 
Can ft thou believe the vaft eternal mind j 
Wai e'er to Syi'ts and Lybian fands confined ? 
That he would chufe this wai'7e,this barrenground. 
To teach the thin inhabitants around j 
And leave his truth in wilds and de farts drown* d\ 
Js there a place that God would chufe to love 
"Beyond this earth J thefeas y yon heaven above , 
And virtuous minds , the nobleft throne of] o V E? 
Why feek we farther then ? Behold around , 
Mow all thou fee ft does with the God abound y 
J OVB isalikeinall^ and always to be found t 

Hilf/uimui n$n fpontc Dei : net V9cilHs ullts 
Viimen eget : dixit ^uefimel mfccntibm auSor 
SlHic(juid]cire licet : fierdes nee legit arenas^ 
Wt caneret pduciStmerfitqHt hcc pntyerf verum f 
f fine Dei fedes ^ niji terra , &pontmt &eur, 
Mtcalum , & virttts ? Super qi (^ttid qmrimus ultrd f 
Jupiter eft qaodennque vides * quecuufjue moveriu 
ffi^rtileiisegedntduiii, femperque fttturis 
€dfih$i Mttetpitef : mentnoracnUcertrnm. 
^ed9/f§rt eertafacit : pavido , forti^ne cadendam ffi* 
floe fat fi eft di^ijfejsvem Sicilleprefat^x^ 






Digitized by Google 



^/FREE-THINKING. 121 

» 

Let thofe weak minds that live in doubt and fear ^ 

To juggling prieftsfor erodes repair 5 
One ccrtixln hour of death to each decreed , 
My fi'x^d 5 my certain foul from doubt hasfieed i 
The coward and the brave are doom'd tojaU j 
Jind when J o v £ teld this truth ^ he toldmalL 
' , So fpoke the Hero ; 49^ to keep his word, 
NorkuHO}^, nor his oracle explored ^ 
But left the croud at freedom to believe , 
jlnd take fuch anfwers as the priejt fhouldgivtm 
Toremojion foot he treads the burning fond. 
Bearing his arms in his oTvnfatiem hosed i 
Scorning amtber^s weary neck to pre^^ 
Or in a Lazy chariot loll at eafe. 
The panting f tidier to his toil ftuceeds , 
Where no command , but great example Ua4s%^ > 
Sparing ofjleep , Jlill for the rejl be wakes , 
Andatthefountoinlafihisthirflhe (lakes ; 
whenever by chance fume livingjircam Is found , 
He fiands , and fees the cooling draughts go round % 
Stays till the laji and meanefi drudg be pafi , 
And till his fiaves have drank, difdainstotafie^ 
If true good men dcferve immortal fame , 
if virtue, thodiflre^d, befllllthefamei 
Whatever our fat hers greatly dar'd to do , 
Whatever they bravely bore and wifely knew , 
Their virtues all are Us^nd all their praife hie dm. 

H y WU 

SetveitS^uefiJUtemflidifit^t abatis^ 
Non txflwtMSHm popMiit ^Amamna nihiqums. 
iffi manujaa piUgtnnt , praadit «if§§U 
MUitiiWS pidis : fmi0m$9Urdreli^tSt 
NMjHkit : & mU vtlntur cervke fupinns » 
Cdrfentovefedem, Smmfof^ffimm ipje tfi , 
VitimmbaMtra^ : cumtiimtmfimerefirte 
ImtigacegiassriMHeafetMrt juveatHs • 
StM^ d»mUsuklnbae. SivtrismgndpitrMur 
famAbomsw & fiftece^^niuUr^m 
hfft^wr iwrtiu > juiMmikiktmm ffU ffN* 




A DISCOURSE 

WhoeUr with battels fi^tumisely fought \ 

Who e*er with Roman blood fitch honours bought? 

This triumph ^ this on Libia's utmoft bound 
With death and defolation compapd round , 
To aUthy glories, Pompey, I prefer y ^ 
Thy trophies and thy third triumphal Car , ( 
To Marivs mighty name ^ and great ^u-C 

gurthinc zvar. j 
Bis country's father here , ORome, behold^ 
Worthy thy temples y priefis, and jhriuesofgold,: 
If e'er thou break thy lordly maker's chain.. 
If liberty be e'er reft or* d agean , 
.Him thou /halt place in the divine abodes, 
.Swear by his holy name, and rank him with thy 
Gods. 

(id.) Seneca^ whofc lexcellent Morals are 

in moft E7iglijhmens hands , and whofe virtue and 
learning are fo celebrated^, has many paflages in 
his works which (how that he was a ^^ztfiee-thinr 
k^f\ and particularly bad a noble notion of the 
worfljip of the Gods : for which (bme of the mo- 
dern Priefthood would not only call a man who 
Ihould talk fonow z fiee-thinker , but aa jltheiji^ 
Says he , declaring how the Gods are to be wor- 
iBip'd* ^ Lit us not fu^r any one to light lamps tn 

tke 

Mdfemm 9 fiftOHsfiiit* Sli^is Marteficmnie ^ 
Stiis tenmm memit populemmfdniHine mmw ! 
JimK ego ftf Syrtes . LtLjrdtiue extreme ttmmfhmn 
Dueere mataerim i ^uem ter C^fitoUn carm 
ScsndefePmfiii % quamffangifieolUJupmha. 
£c€§par*mvenupeifia » dignijfmmms 
^ms$ms, per^iumfmwjuamjuranpmteln$9 
Ei quern « fifiitmt mquam eervieifiluta , 
Ttme eltmfiiShnra Dtkm* 

Lttcaiil.9. 

* %A€cendif aUqieem huenutm fikhetis pfobUfeAmm t ^mr* 
fnamneeDUimmne ettnt, &m hmmts m^mfHliiint 
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the Gods upon fahbath^days , becaufe they want no 
lights and men are not pleased with [not. Let iu not 
fermU men to perform any morning-devotions , or to 
fit At the doors if temples. He^orfhips God , who 
imowshim* Let m forbid wen to carry any linnen 
combs Jupiter, or hold a looking-giafi to 
•Juno. God has no need of minivers or fervants. 
Whyfo ? Becaufe he himjelfferves mankind i andl» 
ready to affift every body ami every where. WottH 
^fott mfder, the4Sods prophiom to yot$ t Be a good 
man. He honours the Gods fufficiently , -who imi^ 
tates them. 

LikewiTe he (ays^ f Superfiitionisamad error» 
<h fears thofe who are to be lov*d, and i^stres thofe 
it worfhips. 

* 

Again , this religious man , like his rellgiou^ 
brethren the Stoicks, denyM the immorulicyof the 
foul. ^ r^w^xi^^^j rayshetoMAKCiAincom- 
fortingherforthedeathof hcr-fon, to think that 
he who is dead fuffers no evil. JLli that is feign' d to 

be 

itSantmr. Vetewmf^lmtiomtm mttmhUsfimgi, &fir$tm 
^tdire umphfum* ^tum «Wff * ^ newt. Vetemm iintes 
v-ftmilisjffvtferre. & fpeculum tmmJunmL Nenamerit 
fnininros Deus. Quid ni ? Ipfe bameMogeimimimfirat 9 akh 
^ueir emnilruj pTdffo efi, VisDe^s prcpitiare f Beam efie. 
Sdth ilhscoluit • qHtf^Htsimitetmifi* Epift* 95. 

t Smperfiitio infimm tfi tner. .Aasendet timet m nm^-eeB 
wlM. Epift. 123. 

* C ogUa nultis defunaim malts affici. IIU qus mins tifme 
factum tembiles , fnbtUam tffe. NulU$ immmere mertmUf' 
tiebras^ neccararnn, nec flumina flagrant iaig^^ mewAtiOio* 
nis Amnem , n9c tribunalU, Ltjenm iBa Poetd , & -Muui 
Msi^iuvert terr$rdms. Mart emmam delerom & Jeimw^ 
<Tfim$ : Hltr^tfMdmmaUmfJhaneeteaeaitt. ^mtmilkm 
trnn^itillitatemin^ifamaiMumittfeeeimttrjMemi^ rifeO^. 

St mortMcrmm Mitjuis ^nifinm^ ^ mu weimmmfmamf. 

vont. ad MudaiD 9 Ctig, 
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k fa terrible in hell, is but afabUm Wekmw welt 
that the dead are not fubje& to darknefi, nor prifins, 

norburningrivets, nor to waters of forgetfulnefi , 
% nor to any tribunals. The poets have pleased them- 
felves in feigning them ^ and have dijiurb'dus with 
vain fears* J^eath puts an end to all our miferym 
Beyond that, onr misfortunes go not^ That places jee 
in the fame tranquillity in which we were before we 
were born. If uny om vjouldgrievefor thofewho 
are dead ^ be oHght to grieve for thofe who are no$ ' 
yet bom* 

THsfieedom of S B n E c A was fo ftr from Icflen- 

ing the jull clleem which the primitive- Chriftians 
had ot his learnii^ and virtue, that they thought to 
ilo conflderabie (ervice to Chriilianity » by forging 
a corrcfpondence of ^ Letters , between St. P a u l 
and him. Thefe Letters are cited by f St. J e n o m 
and X St. Austin a$ genuine j and the former 
was fo charm'd with S.£N£CA^ as to put him in 
his * lifi of faints* 

(ii.) SoioMON is declar*d by the word of 

God to be the wtfeft of men, and feme of his writ- 
ings are authorized as ^2LXto( God'' s word tons, fit 
which I titid fuch iniUnces oi jree-thinking ^ that 
had he liv*d in our days » and wrote in the fame 
manner ^ he would have been calumniated as an 
Atheifiy unlefs he had recommended himfelf to 
thtfrieft by building of Churches. 

He 

* 

* TttextMt^ ondmffmtedinfeverd of the M editions tf 
Seneca'iiutfrV* end very lately i»F9bdm9's Codex Apo* 
cryphus Novi Teft. p.Sgn* 

t InCat/iLScfift.Eccl* 

t Epifi. ad Maeedomum - 

inCftoL^^miSlentm. inCit,Setipc.Xcck 
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lie (ays » Om gnteration paffis away, and an^ Eccl. t .4» 
gtneramn cmmib : but the sarth abideth for 7«9» 
(tver* The fun alfo arifetb , and the fun goeth downy 
and hafleth to its place where he arofe. The wind 
goeth toward the Jbuth , and turneth about towards 
the norths it whirleth about continually ^ and the 
Vfind retumeth again according to its circuits. All 
the rivers run into the fea^ yet the feats not full: 
unto the place from whence the rivers come , thither 
they return again. The thing that hath been y it is 
that which fhall be and that which is done y is that 
which fitaH beJone : and there is no new thing under 
the fun. All which is an elegant defctiption of the 
eternity of the world y no( much unlike tUat of the 

* Omnia mortalimutantur lege creata: 
Nec fe cognofcunt terra vertentibus annis. 

Exuta variant faciem per facula Rentes, 
At manet incolumls mundus y fuaa^ue omnia fervat^ 
^luaneclonga diesauget, minuitvefenetiusy 
Necmotus fun^o currit , curfufve fatigat t 
Idemfhnpef erit, quoniamfemperfuitidem,. 
Nonalium viderepatres , aliumve nepotes ^ 
Afpicient y Deus ejiy ^uimnmutaturinavum^ 

iHgain , So,LOMo N fays , Ifaid in my heart Eccl.ji 
concerning the efiate of the font of men, that God 
might manifejithem, and that they might feg that 
'they themfdves are beafts. For that which befalleth 
beaftSy even one thing befalleth them j as the one 
diet h J fo dieth the other 5 yea^ they have all one 
breath, fo that a man hath no pre-^inenee above 
a beafl : for all is vanity. All go to orte place y all 
are of the duji , and all turn to duji again. * fVho 

kno^ 

' * SeM$veffiisfei^*i^tbeVti%*-0dh^t^fk%\x^^ .And 
iudeed tie eemsKt ihrnt it ^H^t to h remhr'dfi^ 
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A DISCOURSE ^ 

f ' kfMweth that the fpirit 9f a man goeth t^wardi , 

imd that the fpirit of a be aft goeth downwards to the, 
earth ? Wherefore I perceive that there is n<itinn§ 
ietterthan tbatanHm rejoice in his own work^ fops 
that is bis portum : fir who Jball' Imng Urn to feo 
what (hall be after him \ In another place he argues 
agninft a future ftate, and obviaces the common 
argument for it , drawn from cur bonis male y 

£ccL 7« malisbene y in the(e words: Inthedayofprofperity 
be joyful ^ but in the day of adverfity confider : God 
aljo hath fet one over agamft the other ^ tothe end 

^ 5. io#. that ma?i jhouldjind nothhig after him. Laftly^ he 
lays. The dead know yiot any things neither have, 
they anymore afeward, and that /6;r<ii no worlt, 
nor device y norknowledg,norviifdominthegraM^ 
Thefe paflhges ( which fome without any manner 
offoundatiun fuppofeto be the words oi aii EpicH" 
rean introduc'd by Solomon) plainly fliow , 

12. 14- that when Solomon fpeaks eUewhere in this 
^ook of z judgment » he means zjudgmentinthis 
world J, ( ngreably to the whole tenor dP the ^ewi/b 
Religion 6l Laws where all the rewards &. puniftH 
nients promis'd & threatned arc temporal) and 
not 2i judgment in the world to come , as Chriftians 
uhdemand that wordia the New Teftament. But 
it is poflible that you , who are Adiy perfwaded^as 
• you nave reafonto be, of the immortality of tfie 
Ibul upon the authority of J E su s-C hr i s t who 
has brought immortaiity to light ^ may be furpriz^d 
that fo i&i/^ amanasSoLo MONfliouidbeiedby 
his ^ee - thinking to deny ib important a truth* 
Wherefore , for the vindication of Solomons 
wifdom in this point, 1 obferye , ift- That the 
immortality of tiie foul was no where plain in the 
OldTeftamei^l wasdenyM bythe54i^iM»)r/> the 
moft pbilofophtcal part of tne Jewiih nation ^ 
and of whom their magiftrates principally con- 

• fiftedj, 
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«f FRE£-THINKlNi3. tif 

lidxd; was thought doubtful by moft icAs of die 

Grecian o\i\\o(o^\itxs ^ and deny 'd by the Stoicks, 
the moft religious fe£t of them all 5 ^ had never I 
according to Cicero, been ajferted in writing- 
iy. any Gre^ author extant in his time before P H 
11 £ c Y D £ s of the Ifland Syru$ % and was \ firjl 
taught by the Egyptians \ or , according to our 
learned Sir John Marsham , was their 
moji noble invention* No wonder therefore , if 
Solomon^ who liv*d before moft of thefe^ rea- 
ibn*din the fame manner with the learned men of 
his own country , and die more learned Philofb- 
phers of the neighbouring nations, zdly. I ob- 
lerve, that the true principles, upon which the 
immortality of the foul depends , are only to be 
fetch'd from the Nciv Teftament. We learn ia 
the Old Teftament » that A d a m by eating the 
forbidden fruit fubjeded himfelf and allhispofte* 
rity to death : but the New Teftament teaches 
US taunderftand by death, eternal life in miferyi 
and from thence we know > chatGodhad but one- 
way to put mankind . in a capacity of enjoying 
inlmortal happine(s^ viz. by fending J e s u s- " 
Christ into the world , who ( as God and man^ 
and God's fon y and the fame numercial being with- 
that God whofe fon he was, and ^et perfonally 
difiinSi fom him ) only could by his fufferings 
and death ( tho God can neidier dye nor fuffer ) 
give an infinite fatisfadion to an infmitely oifendEl 
cd and infinicely merciful God ^ appeafe his wrath, 
an4 thereby iave thQ$U£im Now i would aslc^ 
how any man without reveladon could know that 
death %ttiiy*d eternal life in mifery ^ or that 

A D A M 'S 

\' * Pherecydes Syrim (^uod Uteris exfiet) trinmm dixit 

moshomitmmtjfffempifirnau Tufc. Q^xSL £diCt Pavifii* 

p. ^3. 

t Ho'f/^tffn^, Edit. Gciiev«, p.iajj , * 



« 



j2» ^ DI S COURSE 

A D A M*s pofterity fhould be liable to eternal dam* 
nation for his tranfgrciTion ; or how without vc- 
vebdoii fo wpndertul a fchenie as this Gofpeh 
fdmm (which alone lays the foundation of a hap- 
|yy unmortality ) could enter into the wifeji maa*s 
imagination \ 

(i2.) Tiic Prophets ( who had the moft icai'n- 
ed£du£ation among the j^eK;^, and were bred up 
ia Univerjities call'd Schools of the Prophets , where 
they icamt to prophecy , and among other means 
to'^ obtain the P raphe tick fpirit yplay d upon mufical 
tnfirume/Us and drank wine ) were great fiee-think'^ 
rr5,and have written with as great Uberty ^aiqft the 
eflablilh*d Religion of the Jews ( which the peo- 
ple iook'd on as the inftitution of God himfelf ) 
as if they bclicv 'd it was all impodure 5 and with 
greater liberty againil their tnfpir'd prie/is and 
Prophets , than the Author of the Rights of the 
Chrinian Church has done againft i^ktuninjfir'd 
friefts and Prophets ot our JfraeU 

ItuJku ^' eftabUfli'cl Religion of the Jews, 

they lay. To what purpofe is the multitude of your 
facrifices unto me , faith the Lord \ I am full of 
htmt'offerings of rams, and the fat of fedBeaJls 5 
and 1 delist not in the blood of bullocks , or of 
la7?jbsy or of he-goats. When ye come to appear 
before me , who hath requifd this at your hands , 

to 

♦ InJnd^WttmfacrificmmcifnlAnt hjmtii^ th9fiM in ioH^ 
dem ntfminis , ptopterea ut vtdrtur, (jmd pofi hilaritatfrn iUam 
^uam e vim haHjiHconctperant , apUQUS vtderentur fat:ra ilU 
tnihttfidfm p percipiendo quofacrailU tjjtnt perattndA. %M ftltit 
hscprobAripoterant , ni vtdijjem orntionem pitins ejjt cpntruhen* 
dam. £t vcro corporeis idgenm auxiliu Jnddos ufis ejje confiat 
Mconcip'ttndumfpifitum PujfbeticHm. ,Sic r/injicam adh'tbui^ 

£iifdus, cibwn fiUi BfAvi t ir vinumfmn li^M* JQodwetl 
. ck]uieLiic.p.3;9» 
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of FREE-THINKING. 115^ 

t9 tread my couris > Bring no mon vain ohtaHons ^ 
incenfe is an abmdnatim to me ^ the new moone 

and fabbaths , the calling of ajfemblics I camiop 
away with , it is iniquity , ' even the folemn meet-^ - \ 

ing. Tour new moons, and yotir appointed feafts, 
my Sonl hateih t they are a trotible tome , I am^ 
• weary to tear them. • . To v)hatpurpofe eometh inr Ezek, 6. 
cenfe fiom Sheba <^ And the fweet cane from a far lo. 
country \ Jour burnt- offerings arc not acceptable , 
nor your facrificesfweet untome* Nay, they make 
God fay plainly , I/pake not unto your fathers, 
eemmanded them in the day that 1 brought them out *" ^ * 
of the Ufid oj h^ft y concerning burnt-offerings and 
facrifices,,, I gave them fiatutes y-f^kh the Lord, 10.25, 
that were not good , and judgments whereby they 
eould not live*^ Idefpifeyourfeafi^days, andlwiU Amosf, 
not fmeU in your felenm affemblies $ tho ye ofirme ti»2i. x^. 
burnt'ojferings ^ and your meat-offerings , I will not 
accept them : neither will I regard the peace-offerings 
ef your fat beafts. Take thou away fiom me the noife 
if thy Jongs, for I wiU not bear tho mehdyofth^ 

viols* , 

♦ 

As to the priejfszndprophets y they fay , the 
frieji and the prophet have erred thro ftrong drink , ifi. 17. ^ 
they are [wallowed up of wine, they are out of the 
way thro ftrong drink , they errJn vifion , they 
Jlumblein judpnent.,. Jhepriejls faidnoty '^here -^^^^^^^ 
is the Lord ? And they that handle the law, knew 
me not : the pafiors have tranfgreJS'd againji mOy 
and the prophets propbecy'd by Baal y and walked 
after things that do not profit... The prophets pro- 5. 31; 
phecy falfly , and thepriejls bear rule by their means ^ 
and my people love to have it fo^„ Irom the prophet 5. | 
even unto the priefi every one dedethfalfly. . Then H. 10. 
the Lord faid unto me y the prophets prophecy lyes in i4'4* 
my name-,' I font them not^ neither have 1. 00m* 

! I " manded' 



I 
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^j<j ir© IS cava WE 

mmdtdthms mther fffke unto them: my frm 
iihtfit um*. VAM « vifion. mA. divinaiien , 
Tthing of naught', and tkt dactUfif.tbeirhu^n..,, 
„ Both prophet and friefi are prafaiu.^. I hmt fim 
Vi ffiih m the prophets of Sim^na, they prophecy'dm 
. Baai , apd cauftd my people Ifiael to err. I have. 
**' feen aUa m tb^ prophets of JemlaUm «» homUe « 
thing : they ftmmit adeUttry , *nd viatk w iytf r. 
theyftrengthtnalfa thehands ofemLdtm, ib^t MM 
doth return from his wickednef : they are all of 
them tatta me u Spdom , and the inhabitants thereof 
I«.»-3..y.«Gomori9*... Inim theprtfutsoptxaf^cmpra, 
\^faneneSisgonefortbtbreaUtb»hit^» Thus fattk 
•the Lordofbofisy hearkmmtunt«tbt V)ord».^tb^. 
hraphvs that prophecy unto you ; they make yoA 
tMW: theyfpiak a vifioa ofti^eir own heart, and. 

tbefe prophets y yet tbij nm> I not fpoken 
^ them , yet they propheefd. They prophecy lyef tm 
*'*^o' mv name, yea they are prophets ofMt»t'" I ^"^ 
»%i6.is' mii^/kihipiwpbets > faith the Lord... .Hsarkenmp 

to ymr prophets, for they prophecy a lye unto youy 

butferve the King o/Babylon... The enemybave 
Um,^li. gfttred the gates of \m(^\^ra, fyrthejbtsvfberpro. 

thetsandiaiquity of her priefis.y that bave.flud,au) 
ir«k ,,- ldood,ttf.tbejuJimthemidft.ofh*r-" P'ropkecy agamfi 
f ' ^"the prophet^. « A coafphm "J mi>'fi 

like a-roariag lion rtfutvtig the preyv they have d»*. 

vour'J fouls : tkeyhaveiMken the irtifun andfr*^ 
38. Cfofts things i they have made many vndtiws. Tbtif 

have divined, faying, thus faith the Lord, wbett 
Hof.&fl. tbeXardhathnotfpoken.,. As troops of robbers waif 

foratnan , fothetompMiy «f priefts murder m. the 
. way by confent; for they etamut Uttdm&„ Th»- 
Micab.i. .^^^ ieach for hire , and the prophefe dvimu ^ 

many ; yet will they lean ufontke Lord, and fay ,^ 

ismttheLtrdamtngmX Xhefc 
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'7lw(eaf» aiynobi^ that 
had anv En^iflj^en talkM {oAn our day^ ^ they 
would have had a place in Dr. S a c h e v e r e l 
Try/z/ , and iu the BMpreJentation of the Law$r 
Houfe of QmuMitim y aj; ^oi^siaSiiBki^Briifammfi^ 
Mafphemy , and Mheifm of the nation. 

' *• 

(15.) Next to the Prophets I place J o s e. p au Sj|; , 
who is the moft> anti'ent uninfpir^d evidence now. 
remaimngfor the authorjity of the canon of the Old* 
Teftament. He was t^ie moft learned and poUte 
author the "^ews ever h^id , and has wrote a hifiory, 
ofliis Country , notmuchinferiourin ftile, order^. * 
and perfpicuity, to the? beft of the Grecian otRo^ 
hiftories 5 infomuch that iii reading him I have 
q^en wififdhehad.faad abeiterliib|eft^ than fuch 
iaigiiiUterati , barb'arQUs.^ ^Aridicutlom^ pe^^U. , 

Now J o s E p H u s is allowed by the priefis to be' 
% iMim^mrian'^ an^ad^^kdto the general 
' " ' I ' ' ' ' ' epit 

The reverend Dr. Samh admicably well defcribcs 
rte Jews in part, when he fays. They vjtre all a long 
^ctofs, odd, mtcward fort of People, and fuch m God 
fiemf to have efpous'd to himfeif upon v^y fame account 
that Socrates did Xantippe, only for her txtfime til eon" 
diti«ns idfove Ml that he coidd pofibty find, or pick, om of 
that fex; and Jo the fittefi hath to exerctfe and deciare biead' 
mirakU patience to the ivortd. Sermons, vol. 1 p, 539, 
But our reverend and learned Drs. Spetuer and B$trm 
iuve dera;ib'dcbei0^more4ilaf|^ Saysthefifft t 

N^mee formed tbe jcvis tf- Katura gentem Hcbrxo- 

love all the other inhabitant $ ru oa. . pra^cec caeteros orbis 

qfihe earth, of amorofe^ iiU Incolasingenio morofo, dif- 

natUfd»andinfamoufiyobfii* ficili ad infa miam ufque 

nate temper. ^^^Theyweres pertinaci.finxit — Moribus 

harbarom mi ^ruel people.'^ afperis & efferatis. Geni 

Sti{urfittii3u4 an4 difimt4^ fupecftitiofa & ononi pen& 

Mm^.;4^ littrMnr$, liccMtucA dtfticuta. 
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opinions cff hi excellency of^ virtne and podnep^ 
that is, tohtzJAa^dSfiee thought ^ ^ndz lover of 
mrtue. 

.A few inftaaces of bis/^e^/^ii^in^ will not be 

And he adds, CQ juftify God's Inftiiutloa o£ ihe 
Jewiih laws ; 



T/mI fuperft'ttion it a Jiuh^ 
born nton/Ur , effect ally when 
by the dark*ief of Ignorance it 
takes in fresh iarOarity and 
oi/jimacy : yin-l therefore God, 
in dealing wnh this illiterate 
snd exceedingly fuperfUtiotu 
nation , was obliged to maks 
allowance for their infirmity, 
and draw themto himfeif by 
€t fsrt of craft , and not by 
reafon. For nv brute is mere 
wrifi'graind or requires greM' 
€f cunning to manage ttbm the 
fuperfiitiotis hrnu » ejpttiollj if 
hi be ignorant* 



^ The latter fays. T^4^/ro?7> 
the laws of the Jews and the 
Mofaick oeconurny , nne may 
iudghuwgrojs and finftdthey 
were , ttnU incapable of under- 
(t.uuUng either the things 9f 
thii -wjrld or theother Their 
mojl wife legtflator woHldnc 
ver have burdened PhilofcpberSt 
cr Jiien capable ©f divine 
thmgs , w 'lth fo many external 
rites , fo many unprofitable cr- 
remonies, fomany trifles and 
ihin%s of no confe^uence. He 
mix'd nothing jpiritual , or ab- 
firnUcd from fenfe g not fo 

much 



Con tu max autem belluv 
fupcrititio, fi praEfercimab 
ignorantits tenebris novam 
^rociatn & contumaciam 
haufenc. Qiiando itaque 
d^o jamttegoeium cfTcc cum 
populo tarn barbaro & fu" 
perfticlotii cam impenfe de« 
diro| penenecelTefuit. uc 
aiiquid cocum infirmicati 
darec , edrquectoloquodatxi 
{ non argumcntis) ad feip- 
fumaUicciCt. Kullumaiii* 
mal fupeiftitiofo.rudi ptxr^ 
fectiin , mocoiius eft , tut 
majort arte tradand^m. 
Spencer de Legibus HebrM* 
p. 628. 619. 

E« Hcbrxoriim Lfgibas 
& Oeconomia Mofaick ju- 
dicarciicet> cralTam hcbe- 
temquc fuiffc UUus populi 
indolem*. ncque rebus 
turalibus conscmphndis • 
aut divinis pcrcipicndis % 
idoneara. Tot ritibus exter* 
nts ,tot ccremcniisinfiu^i- 
feris , tot minuciis &ob(cr- 
vatiuncuHs. viros philofo* 
phos aijc coclcltium docilcSt 
nequaquam oneraffct fapi- 
cntiflitnni iegiflator. Ni- 
hilinteJleduaie, aucafen" 
fibusabftca^uoi^neque pro* 

pciicum 



♦ T)r. Vf'iUcsV Difc. on Jofephus^ f. 30 
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•/ f REE-THINKING, tt^^ 

unacceptable to the reader. He fays ^ ^ That 
Cain, after a tedious j'eurny thro Jev^ral coun^ 
tries , took up at length at NaU , and fettled his 
abode: but was fo far from mending uponhis affile-- 
4ion, thathewentratherfromhadto worfe-, aban- 
doning himfelf to all manner of outrage , without 
any manner of regard to common ju^ice. Heen^ 
-rich^d himfelf by rapine and violence 5 and made 
deoiceef the tnofl profligate of monfiers for his compa^ 
mens y inflr$tliing them in the very myfiery of their 
0wn projejfion^ He corrupted the fimplicity of Jar- 
mer times with a mvel invention of weights and 
jmeajures, and exchanged the innocency ofthatpri' 
jmtivegenerofity and candour , for the new tricks of 
policy and crafts All which feems plainly to fup- 
pofe men before Adam. 

He fays, f The l&zcUtespafage of the Red Sea 
avas thefame that happened to the Macedomans ««- 
:4er the command of ALSxK^DEVi at the 'Pam- 
thilianSea: in which there was nothing miracur 
lous, if t Al£xand£il himfelf is to be be* 

I J When 

jonefi 4r smm^rtdlitj of ptiacumaniioirum immor- 

tbiifeumfitUs, in his mfiitu^ talitatcm , fiiis inftitu!is& 

Stem and rtiigkn ; and in tht rcligioni intexuie ; paritcr- 

reVMfd^ and punishments pro^ que in prscmiis & pcenis , 

ems d 9Tthfieten*dfor theol'- Jcgem corroborandam pro- 

fervesien or bnash .of their pofitis I nihil pollicicus aiic 

Awj/**** ^'"^ ^'^^"^ minatus eft ultra hii jus vita; 

4bui^, nttkinghmtimporal terminos , atquc bona ai;c 

asfd eml: 4Hd thit not mala temporalia : idque non 

^Jb§ aeemiaefbk own ig-^ ub fuain , fed populi iftins 

Wenee, bm en ateountofihe Jgnorvitiafn , 8c animorum. 

merenee^ errmkerjhpidit/^ ut ita dicam , craflitudincm* 

eftbnpnfU* ^rchdoL PbiL p. :j^2. 
s, ^Jf^^nti^. I I.e. 3. VEfixange' $ Itunditioti. 
t Ibid, /• a. c. 16. ♦ . 

* Mera^xandri, 4j)id Fltitmhimin vita ^ 'Ux. 
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[ When h0.i!eknes ttie'ioifacidpuA ^{ieat^oce 

God at * momt Sinai , he adds ^ that the reader 
,p»ay take this as he ^U^es. 

Ii)ftead of relatmgdie biisftiiy of N e b 0c Hi* 

49 £ z 2 A K lik« .Da 3t ikkv^^l^y^^^ Ue\vfke 
driven from 77ien ^ and did^eatgrn^iike Oxen y and 
Ms body was wet with the dew of heaven , till his 
,k^irs were ^rown like eagles feathers and his nails 
.Kke birds ^ws ; J, o ^gB p H vi s teiis the Aory thus > 
4: ThatK'EBtrci|iii9H£.2.z^ii ^twftvmyeur^ 
Jpent in fditude, and no one daring, dnrmg that 
time y to make an^ attempt on his Government , 
GodwasprevaiL'd ononrmn&latehiminthe cxere^ 
jB(fbisidnglgf9W§r* 

I could cite many other paflages of theh'kena- 
^re, but that I may nOt be tedious , I will give 
..you onlyonemore^. and that Ihali betbejnoft re- 
jnarkable pai&ge in his whole iTlrorks^ out of his 
Jecond hook againfi ti V9 trQ n , '4s itris trMlIsted by 
.the reverend * IDr. W i l l e s ; ThatlAo s l s 
from his j tiff ice and piety might very well judgf hat 
Jj0 had God for his guide , and when he was onc^ 
perfuaded of that himjelf ^ he did well toperfuade 
the people 40 think fo' too y jujiat ikt Greeks pre^ 
tended to have their laws jrom Apollo^ whe* 
ther they really thought foorno ^ or thought tbaith^ 
befi way to make them receiv 'd of the people^ 

To account for this free-thinking of J o s £ p h u ^ 
the priefii themfelves have recovicfe to ^firee dt 

^ Jewish ^rni^. 1. 3. C. 5; 
t D^m. 4. 33. 34. 36. 

♦ Firfi Difin en Jofcphut, f . 3^ - - 
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l^liitieii* Our lite verendand leArAeilt GakMiir 
ikys , Jos-EPniJs ffBmg defirms that his %tmrk 
might find acceptation with the Gentifci^ took di- 
ligent heed to make the difpofitiu7i of his hiftory of 
fuch a temper, as that nothing Jhouldbepropos'dfo 
mcrtdihk, Mt m Jq h$*tji^ ^$sgM)^ with fuch 
things ttM^ had AMp ismum hfore, HfOl 
like to be hereafter^ 

( 1 4, On i« t N ( who wfts the firft Chriftian 
ibat bodany gendral ttteratiirb ; attel li^faoft ^eift 
4tlsUitys, accofdittg toUfevbrttKl^ Divine » wip^ 

iff* a %>ery popular ebje^iion agaififl Ghriftianity y 
dul'ing the two firft centui7S, that none hut foois 
were C^ri^ians'^ andonwhofe learning and picgr 
£os£Blu s ehiploysdie vnfaolc fixth mok of hit 
mlefiaftieal hifio^ ) avwy wttztfi^Hfimlt&^ 
and for that leafon was nc« c2k\Vd faint , Ukefomi 
oth^r fathm whd fcem to have had thb true title td 
tkm^ appelladon^ from their want of learnittg and 
0eoffi cf K0d. Tktte is likewife toother cotifpi^ 
CttOtttfteAiiAoiiy ^^Usfreethmkhtt litomthe greit 
Rebate in the Chriftian Church , whether he was 
damned or noy which wasat length determin'dby 
the fifth X Gefikrdl Council in the affirmative , 
Upon the mfion of a holy old man who dreamt he 
faw O & x 6 £M inheU^ and ixfonthe re^uejl^fphe 
then Emperor to have O r i g £ k ^md 4ns opiitieai 
damned* 

MiNUTius Felix , aiibthc^' pol&e 
and lewmed fath<sr cyf die Church > ha* Mt us aa 
Jij^lo^y tor tlie ChrdKarf ReligtoUj which a 
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vereod :)f :author thinks one of the bejl books nex¥^ 
ihe Bible y wherein he> asaUunderftandingChriyt- 
tians muft be, appears to have been agicat/w- 
thinker* 

m 

He has fuch a noble idea of Cbriftiamty as to 
fay , ^ that Hther the Chriftians were all PhiUfa^ 

fhers, or all the old Philofoj^hers were Cbrijlians^ 

And to the heathen objeAion, -f* Why the 
-ChriJHam had no Altars , no Churches , no pubUck 
J^reachingy nor piAUdcAjfemblys\ heanfwerslike 
a nue modern I^titudinarian fiee-thinking Chrit 
tian : ij: What Church jhotdd 1 build for God , when 
the whole world cannot contain h 'm} And when 
who am enly a man , live unconfih'd , JhaU I confine 
themajejly of God in a. little bmfe \ Isitnotmere 
becoming the Deity , to have a Church in onf 
minds and iri our hearts \ Shall I offer facrifices 
and ohladons to the Deity of thofe things he has 
made for myufe^ as if I turned back on his hands 
the frefems^he has made me i this is ingratitude} 

fince 

% Reeve*» Prif. before bis %Apologys, p. x. 

♦ Chrtftianos r^ilofoph^s ejje^ am Vhihfifhcs fHtJp: 
ChHftymot. Min. Felix, n^tu vaK p. ISS>< 

t Cur nuUm mrai bsbtnt « nu/U tmpUt nmi^uem fa^ 
Urn iofuit tmnfmrn liberi cwgre^rif p. 91. 

% Sifod ten^lstm » ixtruam^ cum torn kh mwidmeum 
MOfert ntn ftj^f £l cnm home Utirn tndtuams intra mnem 
' ^ieulam %nm tants Majefiatis ineltkUm f Nnsm melim m 
mfira dedicsndm tft mmtf In itofho imo cwficrtrndm efk 
fe&wff Hofiioi & Xfi&imat dmme offerem, ^uasinujluu 
mi ptotuUt^ m r^wUm ei fuum muntui Xngratum ejt^ 
eum fi UtMis bcfiid, bourn ammuSt ir fuf^ mens % & 
t^na conJUmia, Igaw qui inneeemiesu eolit, Demne 
fitfpl$aa$ fuijufiitsamt Dto Hbat: ^ni frmtUbm dfiifiee m 
fnpiti4aT>iHm $ qmhommempiriculoJtMfit, opimemviifi* 
mem esitUi, Hkc mBre Jaerifida. hoe Dei fiure fme* Sie 
^ net teUgiefyr Hie «» > v^jt^ior. Ibid. p< 
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jffke M the. facrifiu he requires is juftice , purity , 
And fincerity. Therefore /je who lives innocently^ 
wer/hips hif??. He who does jH/iice , facrifices. He 
who atftains fiotn in\ujlice , gives Jull fatisfaCiion 
$0 the Deity : and he who faves another fiom 
danger ^ offers the esebUfi viiHm, Thefe are our 
facrifices, this is our divine fervice-j Jo that we 
efleem the honefieji man among hs the moji reli^ 
gjious* ^ 

AsMiNUTius Felix thought ^//^r 3 and 

Sacrifice, Churches^ Preachings to be no parts 
of the Chriftian Religion and Worfhip , and by 
confequence a proper priejihood neither eHential 
nor neceflary i fo he has painted outinverylive^ 
colours the mifchief of foch a priefihood 3 and 
fliown how happy the world was when there was 
none. Says he , * where are there nn)re afftgnU" 
tions made, more PimpitKy more adultery sconceri^ 
ted, than by priefts in their Churches and at their 
Altars f And there is more flaming luft perpetrated 
in Relipeus houfes than in the publick ftews. The 
Aflyrians, Medes, Pei^ans, Grecians, 4w/iEgyp- 
tians , had fiourijhing empires without Md before 
there were any orders of priefis in the worlds ^ 

* 

Laftly, MxKtTTius Felix undei-ftood well 
both the weak fide and knavifij fide of human nature,- 
when he faid , '\We learn fables and absurdity s 

I y fi'om 

* VH mngis a fiuerdetikui ptem inter eras & deMra 
eaniHcuntur Jiuprd , trA^antnr lenHime . adt^ltifie me^ 
, ditantur? Frequcntim dsniqm in Mlit$iorum tiUmiis, ^aem 
in ififii Itifenevibtii fiegtens UMp d$fimgitur. Et tnmen 
me 09 s . diu ugM temsermt , ^Jfyni . Med$ ♦ P«r/Ji • Grse^ 
ethm , ir </£xyptif , mn P9mifices & ^tveles^ & Seisesi 
& Veftdiit^ & ^Anpms nm bahfini, MA. p. 238. 
^ t VabnUsir trrem ab imperisu femiihm fUJeimm^ 

^Hod tft ffomt^ ipfa finm tr ^piplkm eUkeremn^ 
> aQj* 

m 
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•38 i»r DISCOXJUSE ^ 

from our igfkfrant anc^ftprsi wd whiLh tMareii^ 
tolenttU, we imploy Hit kiormng and Jindyi M 
fffoh fenfe of thetn. 

. ( ) SYNESIU55 a tdebraced African 
Bifn6p of the fifth asan^cj^ and a giMtPhilafe^ 
pher» had, UfceORi^sn and MiNVVic^a 

Felix, too much learning and too litdezealta 
be caird faint j and was lo uprightly finccre , 
that he would not accept of his Bifhoprick but 
on the following free-thinking terms, a$ he te- 
preiles himfeif : ^ To /hake-ihoji thStiim, lays 

h*y 
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he y that 4re dem9nfimed,y U difieub , ra$ker 
mfoJfibU. And ym knew that PhiUJhphy is in^ 
ionfiftent with the received opinions. I cannot 
grant the foul to be of later original than the i^ody. 
Ijhall not fay that thg upiverfe 4md its parts wUl 
fmfh t^ether. The cofm9tmly receive ftory of 
$be refurreS^m 0nttnnlfimethfh£ facre4 md not 
fit to be di%/ulg*d, and 1 am far from aeknowled^ 
ging the common opinions comerning it. Indeed^ 
41 philofophical mind , the a proper j$i4g 0f tntth^ 
yiMs to the necejftty^of difgmfing^ jpof-^is ii^tis 
to the fight ^ fo is trjtUb to the comtnm people^ 
Whereas therefore the fight mithout hurt cannot 
enjoy immoderate light , and darknejSis better fir 
infirm eyes : fo I affirm djfgidfi 4s more iifefid i». 
the vulgar j ani truth hurts '4bofe ^vAo citing 
look into the evident ofthiof§e^ therefore the 

iaws 

ij^dii ^ UK (^B-aooifM <p^v6^oV ffmwoo 

dTTOfftilov flv^i hr. TO i$ sr^^B'®- Iriow 

Opera^ i/^^. ' . ^-^ 
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law$ of Epifcepal confecration 0ftatli/h*d among tisr 
allow of this y I can fubmit to be confecratedi 
while I have the liberty to philofophize at home 
and talk myjlerioufiy to the people mpublick, nei^ 
tier teaching them tfujf thing thorowly ^ nor un- 
teaching them any thing, hut fufftring them to 
continue in their preconceived opinions. But if 
thoje laws fuppofe a Bijfjop Jhould be fo ajfeCied , 
and be like the common people in his opinions ^ I 
cannot avoid pubUckly difcovering my felf For 
what relation hasphilofopby to the common peopled 
The truth in divine things ought to be kept my fie- 
rious. But the people ought to be ajje^ed otbetways. 
jdgain and again I will fpeak it y I think a wife 
man, without urgent neceffity to the contrary , 
ought to leave others to their fentiments , and at 
the fame time to retain his own. But if yoH7nakc 
tne a Bijhop ^ I will not counterfeit my opiriions^ 
Of this I call God and man to witnefi. And he 
was made BUhop of Cyreneon theCgijreerMitking; 
terms. 

But I muft not conceal from you, thatasthe]^ 
who elefted him knew the mighty efficacy of a 
Bifhoprick to convert^ and therdore doubted not 
of his Jpeedy orthodoxy i (o^ he didnotfailthem^ 
but was foon enlightened in the point of the re* 
furrcction. For when f Ev agrius, a Hea- 
tlien Philofopher, and his old friend , came to 
vifit him upon his pron^otion , Symesius tod; 
a great deal of pains to convert him $ inibmuch 
that the Philofopher declared himfelfconvinc'dof 
the truth of the Chriftian Reh'gion ^ and in parti- 
cular of the refurrectiou. .jAild the following par^ 

ti* 

♦ Vfmii BMotb. Cod. hj6. 
. t Dupin BikL SiitU. c. MM POT, p/SAft 846«tafcaft 

•at oiS!ram Sfintiude. r r -i* -i 
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IB ecclefiafiiedi hiftory , as an 
evidence of the fincerity of them both, and like- 
Wife as an undoubted proof of the refurreOion 
jt felf. The Philofophei-, after, he had receiv'4 
. his bapufm, came to Synbsiu«, and ffiive 
Jiim a fum of mony to diftribwe among the poor, 
feq^T'd a wte under his hand, by which he 
Ihould obhge himfelf to pay it him again in the 
other world. Sykesius made no fcruple to 
give him fuch a note. The Philofopher keptthe 
pete and fome time before Ms death order'd his 
cbildrento put itinto his coffin wifh him. Three 
oajrs after his death , he appear'd to Synesius, 
ana dcfii d him to come to his tomb, and take 
iip the note he had ^ven him , becaufc he had 
receiv d his mony , and aflur'd him he ihould 
find a rtceit under his hand at the bottom of tiie 
Wte. Syne^ius, who knew not that Eva- 
G mos'i children had put the note in their 
ther s coffin , fent to them, and having foumi 
put the truth of the matter-, and acquainted them. 
With what had happen'd, went with the clergy 
and m^iftrates of Cyem to the tomb , opei?d 
the coffin, found the note , and a xeceit under 
E V A G R I u s 's hand. And as a proof of alltbis, 
the note and receit were preferv'd in the w^r» 
of the Epifcopal Church oiCyrene. 

♦ 

(17.) My Lord Bacon Ihow'd himfelf to be 
41 great free-thinker ^ not only by throwing ofFthe 
©id and introducing a new phiiofophy, but by 
^e^•eral paflages in his works relating direftly to 
K-cbgion. He explained the whole fecret offaper- 
pmay when he faid, " That nature has planted 
* in 

Natiira rerum cnmilm vivtntibu* indidit mttum & 
jormtdmem. viwt^He cJI,nti4 fiu confinstrietm , itmtia 

"iirHeatM vamtm & 4*e$ll4mmi Vermmiun emUm tw 
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m,€W»ry living $king a Und kf estn and fiar fo^ 

the frefervathm €f its own life and being , and jot 
ti» jhiinning and rejifting of evils that may b^al 
it : and yH' this nature knows not bow to ktep.a 
womty alwof/S' iniom^oth tfOtn and empty 
fsats ; fo tha$ tinngs ( if their infides might h 
fun ) are full of Panick fears : and above allm 
men and efptcially the 'vulgar, who are loaded aha 
toS*d about with fuferjiition ( which is nothing 
dfe hit BiiiMc hax ^ efpeaally in times of diffii 
eidty, danger , ana aaverfity* And he com^ 
Hiends this faying 0/ Epicurus as divine , 
^ that wife men aic not profene when they deny 
,y che Gods of the common people , but they 
^9 are profaaa when they think the Gods are 
^, filch aftthe oommba people b^eye. uu 

He likewife (hows his fufpicion of the fafts 
upon which moft ot the Tupeiititionsoi the world • 
are grounded'^ when he fays , -j- that whatevei 
any.viajy has fho loaft rotation to Religion^ ispar^ 

tlcularly I'hihle to fufpicion 5 as for inflame , thi 
Jlrange jiarys and prodigy s recorded Li v y. 

JLaiUy ^ he iaw dearly into the mt(chief of fu-- 

per* 

turd medftm tenure mfcid efi , fed ttm9rilfUi falutAriiusfemftP 
vah9S & ittAt^s admifcet ddgo ut ifi inii*s conJpjt$ daren* 
tnr) omnia Paoicis Terroribus pUniffima fint : prttfirtim 
ht$m4nat & mnxime omnium apud vul^nm $ ^ui luperfiitiom 
[tjttd vere nihil Aliud eft nifi Panicus Terror] tn immew 
(urn tnbornt (j a?Jtatur , prxcipu^ temporibm dUfii^ ttO^ 
fidii^ is- adverfti. Augm. ScietlC. /. a. e. i). 

* Vt divine Epicurm locHtm fit t Nott dfOS Vulgi «€« 

garc prof^num, fed vulgi opinioncf diis applicsre pro^ 
ianum Ibid. 

t Max /me babcnjtt funt pro ftifpedis qu$imdocim* 
^Ht depoiient A reiij^mt ^ ^f^d^^^J^^jf^ )i9V» 0{§* 
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f^rftmon, when in h*£J|/i^y.^poAth^^tf^bif^ft^ 

^ (li8.) Ho BBSS €^ Mdmshifj^ 

Uptwithftanding his feveral falfe opinions and hig 
Jiigb^Ckufcb folUicks , is a great inftance of leaif-? 

yirWftj a^^d free-thinking %I,o|4Ct a- 
«i1I.HQ.o.)f iays ^ Hjy jUviatn^it CQntains i> 
gaod leart^f^g af aU l^nds , politely extracted , apd 
ry wittily cunningly digefted in a very com* 
merid^bU mcthqd ^ and in a vigorous and pUafant 
fiUe.,. Th^,amfini the excellent q^olitys, parH, 
4ind. faculty s with which Mr. Ho b b b s 15 pl^^i- 
JUlly kU and n^th^d , and hh 

dear e^cpreffn^ns , his cpnceptions in weighty , pro* 
per ^ apd fignificant words , are very remarkahle 
and commendable^^n XkM hif whole bt^kdifcovers 
a mafier-faculty in making hard things eafy to be 
i^ikderfioed. for his yiitue ^ my Lord fays^ 
He ii onp of his oldejl acquaintance y and ofivhom 
he has always had a great efteem , 04 a man who, 
iefides his eminent parts of learning andknQwUdg^ 
hath be^naliMys hok'dont^amiU^rffrMtyp and 
of in life free from fcandaL 

(19. ) The next inftance I fhall lay before 
you, fliall be ArchbifliopTiLLo TsoNj whom 
a)l En^ijhf^fe 'thinkers ow^ as their head, and 
whom ey^li the enemy s of fee ^ thinking will 
allow to a proper inftance to my purpofe.i 
His learning and good fenfe are difputed bynone. 
And for his virtue and free-thinking , I appeal to 
Dr.iJiCKEj, who fays, -f.Hecaus'd feveral i$ 
turn ^theijls, and ridicule the Priefthoodand fy* 
tigion i 4n4 who records bim for the graveji 

Atheifi 

♦ Survty, p. 1. i5. 21. 3. 
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Atheifi that ever was. Where by a promoter of 
Athetfm and contempt of the priejihood , and by 
Atheift, ought to be underitood ( confidcrin| 
Whofe language it is, and to whom it is apply 'd) 
a man wloo did not take up his opinions upon the 
authority of any man , or encourage others to do 
fi, that is, a fee thinker i and by grave, ought 
to be underftood a man of 'uirttm and morals. 
But his works are the nobleft teftimony. They, 
tho chiefly confifting of * Sermons , tend to the 
promoting of true Religion or virtue ( in the 
praAice whereof the peace and happinefs of fo- 
cicty coniift) and free-thinking * and in them he 
has greatly exceeded tlie idea he us*d to give of 
the goodnefof a fermon ^ by frequently repeating 
the words of a witty man , that it was a good, 
fermon which had no hurt in itm 

What a charmins idea does he give us of the 
^Peity'^ Itis alonefiifficiei^t^ without any itirther 
argument , to make the Atheifi wiQi there were 
a Deity, and by filencing his prejudices difpofe 
Jiirn to cooviAioo* \ Did bnt men , fays he ^ 

con-' 

* What if here faid jihomStrmons may poflibly give 
offence to ali prcacheis o£ Sermons • and to (ome 
hearers I wherefore I humbly ofFcc to their confidcfi* 
tion the following paiTiige of that wife and (rcc*ihliik* » 
ing Priiiccfs, Queen EUz^abeth, taken owe of heradmf^ 
f able ^rotl'imation to for^td preaching , printed in the fp« 
pndixu Strypc'j Annals: vi2. That Jtnce from fnaebtng 
there rifeth amanijl the e§mmon fort of people net tnty un» 
fruitful dijpHtes in matters of T{eligion, but Mfo contentien^ 
Mnd occajion to Lreak^ common (juitt i her mnjefty hath fof 
the (juiet Governance of her fuhjt;Bs thmdght it necejfarj to 
dtar^e and command Ml her fubjt^i, as well clergy at 
laity , that they do forbear to preAi h or teach $ or gitf^ dtt^ 
dience to any manner of do&rine or preaching: her majefty 
4efiring by all means poffibU tu procure and reftore vinue 
and godlinefs. with miverfal charity and concGrd » io 
this hir naim. * 

t Sirmws^ vol. i. p. 69. 
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tmjtder the true notion of Gody he would appear 
fo lovely a beings and fo full of goodne^^ and of 
all defirabkpcrfe6lion5 ^ that even thoje very per* 
fins who are of futh irregular under/landings as 
MP to believe there it a God , yet eeuU net refrain 
fr&m wifhing with all their hearts that there were 
one* For is it not really dejirable to every man , 
that there fhould he fucb a heing , as takes farti-> 
eular care of every ene of us, and loves us , and 
delights to da us good^ as underfiands all our 
wants, and is ahh and willing to relieve us in 
cur great ejl ftraits , zvhen nothing elfe can ? Is it 
. not every man's intereft^ that there flyouldbe fuch 
a governour of the world y as really defigns our 
iapfine^, and hath omitted nothing that is neeef^> 
fary to iti as wotUd govern us for our advantage, 
and will require nothing of us but what is for our 
good, and yet will infinitely reward us for the 
doing of that which is heft for our felves \ And 
we have reirfon to Mieve Cod to be fuch a being ^ 
if he be aim. 

What a Chriftianity , and how different from 
that of the impo(ersofareeds, ceremonies, and 
particular fbixns of ecclcfiaftical go^ ernment , 
does lie fet l>eforc us ? Ml the duty s, iaysbs^ 
cf Chrifiian Balipon which refpa Gad ^ are no 
Of her but n^iifttt.iMural light prompts snen to ^ ex- 
cepting the two fiermems , xmd praying to God 
in the name and by the mediati^ ofChrifl. And 
even thefc things ( which lay oo£fthlig»Qnttpon 
us , but as they are the pure folttive cQtnmands 
of God) he juftly obferves) ext of k(s moment 
than any of thofe |»rt» of Religion wIiicH in 
their own nature tend to the happincfs of human ' 
fodety, f tor, fays he, / think my felf obliged 

* tbid. p. ita. 

% Six Sermmu, &e. f. 7%.' 
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$0 deal plainly i and to be fo faithfid te mothers^ 
, -as to till them that nurfing their -mm ehildren ie 

A natural duty j and becaufe it is foyOfa more 
indifpenfahU obligation than an^^ pojitive precept of 
reveaVd ReUgion^ - And as he plainly faw^ * that 
all feSis are commonly moft hot and furious for 
tboje things for vMA there is leafi reafon : Ca 
whenever the belief of reveal'd reHgion \vas ac- 
company *d with heat and /^^ry, he fcrupled not 
to fay, -j" Better it were that there were no re^ 
mol d Rjtligion^ and that human nature were left 
to the conditfl of its own principles and inclina- 
tions, which are much more mild and merciful , 
much more for the peace and happinejS of human 
fociety^ than to he a5led by a Bjdiffon which in^ 
ffires men %uith fo wild a fury^ 

I 

Then :J: in the interpretation of what God has \ 
reveal' d , he fays we are to govern our felves by 
our natural notions*^ and that a miracle is not 
enough to give credit to a Prophet ^ who teacbesb 
any tbi^g contrary to our natttral notions^ 

With refpeft to the meetings of prlejls In their \ 
Councils, Convocations, General Allcmblys^Sy- 
Aods> atid Presbyterys^ his enemys record this j 
bon mot oi his ^ that he never knew any good j 
to come fiom the meetings of priefis. But his own j 
words of the fecond General Council of Nice , 
more fully Ihow his judgment of the authority of ' | 
fuch body s ; j-f that if a General Council of A theifis I 
bad met together with a defign to abufe Religion, 
by talking Pidieuloujly concerning it , they could 
not have done it more e^eHually. But nothing caa 

t IW. I. p. 35Q. t 18, t 75. 77« 
it \hU of faith, p. ^ 



Digitized by Gocv^Ic 



of FREE-THINKING. 

exceed the freedom , courage , and honefty of 
what he fays elfcwhere j * that // all the great 
Mathematicians of all ages^ Archimedes^ 
and Euclid, and ApoLioNitrs, ondDia^ 
PHANTUs, CTT* could be fuppos^d to meet in a 
General Council^ and fiould there declare in the 
mofi fole?nn manner ^ and give it under their hands 
and /eats , that twice two did not make tour^ 
but five $ this would not in the leafi move him to 
he of their mind* 

Laftly, he not only aflens our ri^f/t to thiftk 
^eely , but expreilles his aftoniihment ac our ftu- 
pidity , for ailowing it to be caU*d in queftion. 
Says he, f Our beji reafon is jljort andimperfeSz 
but Jince it is no better , we muft make uje of it 
as it is y and make the beJi of it. And he hag 
often wondered that people can with patience endure 
to bear their teachers and guides tdk againfi rear 
fon % and not only fo, but they pay them agreat'er 
fubmijfion and veneration for it. One would think 
this hut an odd way to gain authority over the 
minds of men j but fome skilful and dejigning men 
have found by experience y that it is a very good 
way to recommend them to the ignorant , as nmr^ 
Jet ufe to endear tbemfelves to children by perpt* 
tual noife and nonfenfe. 

I cannot clofe this account of fee-thinkers bet- 
ter than with this excellent perfon 5 becaufe no 
^fee^tUnhr will be diftorbM to fliarc with him in 
the reproaches of 3 Liber tinifm, or any 

other groundlefs or fantiify^d caltmnys j or be 
concerned for his reputation among any , except 
ihofe who haive fucb a d^ree ot underfianding 

C A and 

^ Six Sempns ^ 13, 

I Sermons, floce bh JDeith , ^f&^f.6& 
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aoid morality, as to value a Perfon who fe Works 
tend fo much to the improvement of thofe two 
things, wherein alone ccmfifts the ^rfimm of 

« 

I might in likemannearhaveiniknc'dinEiL as-. 
Mus, FatherPAUL, Montagnb, Joseph 

SCALIGER, CaRTBSIUS, GASSBNDUS, 

Grotius, Hooker, Chilling WORTH, 
Lord Falkland, Lord Herbert oi cher- 
bury, Selden, Hales, Milton, Wil- 
KINS, Marsham^ Spbncek, Whitch. 

COT, CUDWOKTH, MOBB , SlT W. TEM* 

PLE, Samuel Johnson, andLoCKEsbut 
that I am afraid I have been already too tedious: 
and befides, they arc all known for their penetra- 
tion , virtue , and fioo^hinkmg , to thofe wno apply 
diemfelves to the reading of the beft modem 
authors, and even by fame to others. I wiUon« 
ly add, that as I take it to be a difficult, if not 
impoiUblc task, to name a man diftingiiifh'd for 
.his fenic and virtue, and who has leit anything 
behind him to enable us to )udg oi him , who 
has not given us fome proofs oihisfiet'fhinking, 
by departing from the opinions commonly^ re^ 
xeiv'd ( as indeed every man of fenfe who thinks 
at all muft do ^ unlefs it can befuppos'dpoilible^ 
'when opinions prevail by mere chance without 
any regard to reafon , that realbn and chance 
fhould produce the fame effeds ) f^^Hook uj)oa 
it as impoilible to name zn enemy to jree-thinkingy 
however digniiy'd or diftinguifh'd , who has not 
been either crackbraia*d and eathuiiaftical j or 

fuilty of the moft diabolical vices , malice , am* 
ition , inhiunanity , and fticking at no means 
( tho ever fo immoral ) which he thought tended 

to God*s glory and the good Of tbc» Ctocb s or 
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has not left us fome marks of his profound i^no«^ 
ranee and brutality or eUe aimU to make lis 
fortune by courting the ^riefis , the Women ^ 
and the Mob« 

Thus 9 Sir, I have endearoitrM to execute your 
commands , and give you free leave to make any 

ufe you pleafe of what I have written, with this 
limitation , that if you think fo well of it as to 
commit it to the prefs^ you would conceal your 
name» and let it go abroad without the credit of 
your approbation : for I think it virme enough , 
in a country fofcnorant, ftupid, fuperftitious, 
, & deftitute of all private & publick virme as 
ours 3 to endeavour to do good^ only within the 

bounds of doin^ your felf no harm* I am 

Tours p &c« 



FINIS. 
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